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COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
 
 

Bahá'í History, 1844-2021 
Fall 2022 
3 Credits 

 
Dr. Robert Stockman 

Wilmette Institute, 
rstockman@wilmetteinstitute.org 

847-337-7750 (cell) 
Message turnaround: 24 hours on weekdays, 72 
hours on weekends; available by telephone and 

text any time and via Zoom by arrangement 
 
 

The class will meet 90 minutes per week via Zoom; the time will 
be arranged with the students the first week of class (Sept. 6-10) 

 
Course Description  
 

Introduction to Bahá’í History will begin with an overview of the background out of which the 
Bahá’í Faith emerged in the 1840s, specifically religious and social developments in nineteenth 
century Iran and the Ottoman Empire; Shi’ism and the Shaykhi movement; and the emergence 
and impact of Babi Faith. Our exploration of the major themes of Bahá’í history focuses on four 
distinctive historical periods: the emergence of the new Bahá’í religion under Bahá’u’lláh (c. 1856-
1892) and the subsequent development of the religion under his successors: `Abdu’l-Baha (1892-
1921); Shoghi Effendi and the Custodianship of the Hands of the Cause (1922-1963); and the 
Universal House of Justice (1963-2021). Finally, we look at several themes that can be traced 
across Bahá’í history, including geo-social expansion and the ‘cultural breakthroughs’ which that 
entailed; leadership development and construction; dominant religious concerns; and persecution 
and its impact on the Bahá’í community. 
 
Prerequisites NONE 

 
Course Learning Outcomes 

 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1.  Explain the development of the Bahá'í Faith throughout the major periods of its history;  
2.  Trace major themes and the changing ways they were expressed (persecution; 

institutional and community development; attraction of minorities; increase of 
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membership; constructive agency; public discourse; geographical spread) in Bahá'í history 
throughout the major periods 

3. Relate the major developments and themes to the religious and cultural backgrounds of 
the various Bahá'í communities 

4. Analyze and actualize the import of the Bahá'í teachings on individual development and the 
transformation of society 

 

Course Assignments 
 
Weekly work will involve writing a paper about the theme of the unit and discussing the 
theme in class. The final research project will provide an opportunity to focus on an aspect of 
Bahá'í history in the context of the sweep of history, 1844 to the present. Rubrics for the 
weekly essay and the final paper and presentation will be provided. 
 
Course work will be graded within a week of the submission deadline. 
 
Grading Policy 

 
Emphasis will be placed on giving feedback to students to help them reflect on their work and 
make subsequent improvements. The instructor will provide feedback in writing and orally in the 
video conference meetings, and students will work cooperatively on certain assignments which 
will give opportunities for peer support and feedback. 
 
Final Course Grade composition 
1. Forum discussions and participation in online sessions = 10% 
2. Unit essays = 50% 
3. Final Research Project Presentation and paper = 40% 
Late submissions will be graded but will be reduced by one full letter grade (i.e., an A- to a 
B-). 
 
 
 
Course Texts  

Required 
 
The Bahá’í Faith: A Short History by Peter Smith (One World Press). This book must be purchased. It is 
available in new, used, and e-book editions from Amazon and Google Books. 
 
We will also use many chapters from Robert Stockman, ed., The World of the Bahá'í Faith (Routledge, 
2021) which can be purchased in Kindle and other electronic versions for under $40 (there is no paperback 
yet; the hardcover is $250 and thus is not recommended). These texts will be supplemented by articles, 
web pages, and videos.  
 
 
Course Outline/Schedule 
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Unit 1 Introduction to the Course and to Moodle Sept. 6-11, 20223 
In this unit, you will review the unit topics and dates, review the use of Moodle (our course delivery 
platform), set up your user profile, begin developing a personal learning plan, and learn how to post and 
reply in the discussion forums. 

● Smith, Peter. The Bahá’í Religion Since 1863 (video) 
● Smith, Peter. “The History of the Babi and Baha’i Faiths” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 501-512 
● Momen, Moojan. Approaching History (video) 

● Quinn, Sholeh. The End of History? 
Essay: Why do people study history? What is its importance to the Bahá'í Faith? 
 
Unit 2 Iran and the Ottoman Empire in the 19th Century Sept. 12-18 
This unit looks at the social, economic, and political context in which the Bahá’í Faith emerged, particularly 
in Iran but also to some extent in the Ottoman Empire. 
· Momen, Moojan. Political, Social and Economic State of Iran in Nineteenth Iran 
· Alkan, Necati. Reforms in the Late Ottoman Empire 
· Wikipedia article on Qajar Iran https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qajar_Iran 
· Townshend, George. Introduction to Nabil’s Narrative 
 
Unit 3 Shi'ism and the Shaykhi Movement Sept. 19-25 
This unit looks at the religious background of the emergence of the Bahá’í Faith in Iran, including the Usuli 
school of Twelver Shi’ism as well as the Shaykhi school. 
· Momen, Moojan. The Religious and Cultural Situation in Nineteenth Century Iran 
· Hermann, Dennis. Shaykhism, from Encyclopædia Iranica 
· Rafati, Vahid. “The Religious and Intellectual Climate of Iran During the First Half of the 
Nineteenth Century” 
· Rafati, Vahid. “The Basic Shaykhi Eschatological Doctrines” 
· Lawson, Todd. “Shaykh Ahmad al-Ahsa’i and the World of Images” 
· Momen, Moojan. “The Struggle for the Soul of Twelver Shiʿism in Qajar Iran” 
 
Unit 4 The Babi Faith Sept. 26-Oct. 2 
 

This unit will examine the Bab and the Babi movement that He created, which was the predecessor of the 
Bahá’í Faith. It will look at the history and some of the social context of that movement. 

● Smith, Peter. The Bahá’í Faith: A Short History. London: One World Publications, 1996. (Ch. 
1-4) 

● Omid Ghaemmaghami, “The Life of the Bab” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 17-28 
● Nader Saiedi, “The Writings and Teachings of the Bab” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 
29-39. 

● Shoghi Effendi. God Passes By, part 1 on the Ministry of the Bab, 
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/god-passes-by/3#6623756 
02 
 
Unit 5   The Babi Movement   Oct. 3-9 
This unit will look at the Babi movement in particular and its social context of that movement. 
· Smith, Peter and Moojan Momen. “The Babi Movement: A Resource-Mobilization Perspective”, 
in Peter Smith (ed.), In Iran, Studies in Bábí and Bahá'í History Vol. 3, Los Angeles: Kalimat Press, 
1986, pages 33-93. 
· Momen, Moojan. "The Social Basis of the Babi Upheavals in Iran (1848-53): a preliminary 
analysis." International Journal of Middle East Studies vol. 15 (1983) pp. 157-183 
· Momen, Moojan. “Millennialist Narrative and Apocalyptic Violence: The Case of the Babis of 
Iran”, Journal of the British Association for the Study of Religion, 20 (2018), pp. 1-18 
 
Unit 6 The Ministry of Bahá'u'lláh: 1853-92 Oct. 10-16 
This unit covers the growth of the Bahá’í Faith during the ministry of Bahá'u'lláh, focusing on key events 
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during the life of Baha’u’llah. Bahá'í persecutions, notable interviews with Baha’u’llah, early conversions of 
Zoroastrians in Iran, and the growth of communities in Ishqabad, South Asia, and Sudan are also featured in 
the readings for this unit. 

● Smith, Peter. The Bahá’í Faith: A Short History, Chapters 5 and 6 (20 pages) 

● Shoghi Effendi. God Passes By, Section Two, pp. 89-233 (96 pages), 
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/god-passes-by/7#5257223 
55 
● Momen, Moojan. “Bahá'u'lláh” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 40-50. 
● Phelps, Steven. “The Writings of Bahá'u'lláh” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 51-71. 

● Momen, Moojan. “The Bahá'í History of Iran” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 546-556. 

● Momen, Moojan. “The Bahá'í Community of Iran: Patterns of Exile and Problems of 
Communication” 

● Selections from the Writings of E. G. Browne on the Bábí and Bahá'í Religions, pages 22-57. 

● Alkan, Necati. Ottoman Reform Movements and the Bahá’í Faith, 1860s–1920s 

● Susan Stiles [Maneck]. “Early Zoroastrian Conversions to the Bahá'í Faith in Yazd, Iran” 

● Momen, Moojan. “The Bahá'í Community of Ashkhabad: Its Social Basis and Importance in 
Bahá'í History”. 

● Momen, Moojan. “Jamál Effendi and the Early Spread of the Bahá'í Faith in South Asia.” 

● Hájí Mírzá Haydar `Alí. Stories from the Delight of Hearts," pages 29-67 

● McCants, Will C. “‘I never understood any of this from `Abbás Effendi’: Muhammad `Abduh’s 
Knowledge of the Bahá'í Teachings and His Friendship with `Abdu'l-Bahá `Abbás.” 

 

Unit 7 The Ministry of `Abdu'l-Bahá: 1892-1921 Oct. 17-23 
This unit focuses on the ministry of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, the eldest son of Bahá’u’lláh, who took the title of 
'Abdu'l-Bahá, the "servant of Bahá" upon becoming the head of the Bahá'í Faith in 1892. Before that time, 
he was known to the Bahá'ís as Áqá, the "master of all work" and in Acre and Haifa as ‘Abbás Effendi. The 
early Bahá'ís of the West called him "the Master" in imitation of the Eastern Bahá'ís, perhaps not quite 
understanding the true meaning of the Arabic word. During the period of his leadership, the Bahá'í Faith 
spread to the West and `Abdu'l-Baha himself traveled extensively through Europe and North America. 

● Smith, Peter. The Bahá’í Faith: A Short History, Chapters 7-8 

● Smith, Peter. The Bahá'í Faith in the West: A Survey. Published in Bahá'ís in the West, Los 
Angeles: Kalimat Press, 2004, volume 14, pages ix-62 
● Stockman, “The Bahá'í Faith in North America, in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, 569-580. 
● Alkan, Necati. “`Abdu'l-Bahá Abbas” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 72-87. 
● Mina Yazdani, “The Writings and Utterances of `Abdu'l-Bahá” in The World of the Bahá'í 
Faith, pp. 88-104. 
 
Unit 8 The Ministry of Shoghi Effendi and of the Custodians: 1921-63 Oct. 31-Nov. 6 
This unit studies the growth of the Bahá'í Faith during the ministry of Shoghi Effendi and of the custodians 
(who coordinated the Bahá'í Faith from his passing until the election of the Universal House of Justice). As 
before, we have offered you a large selection of readings from which to choose about the growth of the 
Bahá’í Faith all over the world. 

● Smith, Peter. The Bahá’í Faith: A Short History. Chapter 9: "Shoghi Effendi" 

● Richard Hollinger, “Shoghi Effendi” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 105-116. 

● Sandra Hutchison, “The Writings of Shoghi Effendi” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 
117-124. 

● Smith, Peter. Bahá'í Expansion 3: Since 1953 (video) 

● Shoghi Effendi. God Passes By, Section Four, pp. 321-401, 
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/shoghi-effendi/god-passes-by/23#818347 
984 

● Century of Light, Sections IV, V, VI and VII 
● Stockman, “The Bahá'í Faith in Latin America and the Caribbean,” in The World of the Bahá'í 
Faith, pp. 557-568. 
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● Stockman and Van den Hoonaard, “The Bahá'í Faith in Sub-Saharan Africa” in The World of 
the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 622-636. 
 
Unit 9 The Era of the Universal House of Justice: 1963-1996 Nov. 7-13 
This unit covers the growth of the Bahá’í Faith from the election of the Universal House of Justice to 1996, 
focusing on the publication of Authoritative texts in the form of compilations and translations, 
development of Bahá’í Administration, systematic planning, further development of the Bahá’í World 
Centre, exploration of social issues, and involvement with the United Nations. 

● Smith, Peter. The Bahá’í Faith: A Short History Chapters 10 
● Smith, Todd. “The Universal House of Justice” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 134-144. 
● Smith, Todd. “The Writings of the Universal House of Justice” in The World of the Bahá'í 
Faith, pp. 145-156. 

● Century of Light. Section VIII 

● Election of the Universal House of Justice (video) 
● Pearson, Anne. “South Asia,” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 603-13. 
● Akhtarkhavari, Nesreen. “The Arab World,” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, 513-31. 

 

● Dedication of Bahá'í House of Worship in Panama 1972 (video) 

● Newsreel part 9: A Gathering Place for South America - September 2016 (video) 
 
Unit 10 The Era of the Universal House of Justice: 1996-2021 Nov. 14-20 
This unit covers the developments under the Universal House of Justice during the last 25 years, a period of 
time when the Universal House of Justice called for significant progress toward the goal of entry by troops. 
● Stockman, Robert. The Bahá'í Faith: Guide to the Perplexed. Chapter 11, "Developments under the 
Universal House of Justice, 1996–2021. 
● “A New Direction: The Bahá'í Community Since 1996, Messages of the Universal House of Justice 
(compilation, 61 pp.) 
● Karlberg, Michael, and Todd Smith, “A Culture of Learning,” in The World of the Bahá'í Faith, pp. 
463-478. 
 
Unit 11 Geo-social Expansion and Cultural Breakthroughs Nov. 21-27 
This unit covers the Bahá'í world within three distinctively different regions and traces the growth pattern 
of the Faith in each – the Islamic heartland, the West, and the Bahá'í “global south,” exploring the major 
"geo-cultural breakthroughs" the Bahá'í Faith has experienced. 
· Smith, Peter. The Baha'i Faith: A Short History, Ch. 11 
· Smith, Peter. The Baha'i Faith: A Short History, 1st section of the Conclusion, "From Messianic 
Shi'ism to a World Religion", 151-52 
· Bahá'í Expansion 4: Geo-Cultural Breakthroughs, with Peter Smith (video) 
Learning Objectives and Evaluation: To be able to summarize and analyze the expansion of the Bahá'í Faith 
from its original Islamic heartland to the West and then to the Bahá'í "Third World" and the various cultural 
breakthroughs that made the expansion possible. 
 
Unit 12 Religious Motifs, the Routinization of Charisma, and Resource Mobilization     Nov. 28-Dec. 4 
There has been relatively little sociological research on the Bahá'í Faith and on the varied Bahá'í 
communities around the world. This unit focuses on a few of the sociological ideas which have been 
employed in the study of the Bábí and Bahá'í religions. These include: religious motifs, the routinization of 
charisma, and resource mobilization. 
· Smith, Peter. The Baha'i Faith: A Short History: Conclusion, pp. 153-158 (Part B. Charisma, 
organization and the Covenant; Part C. Major religious motifs). 
· Smith, Peter. The Routinization of Charisma?: Some Comments on “Motif Messianique et 
Processus Social dans le Bahá'ísme” published in Occasional Papers in Shaykhi, Babi and Baha'i 
Studies, 2:6 1998-11. 
· Smith, Peter. ‘Millenarianism in the Babi and Baha’i religions’. In Millennialism and Charisma, ed. 
Roy Wallis, pp. 231-83. Belfast: The Queen’s University, 1982. 
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· Smith, Peter & William Collins. ‘Babi and Baha’i millennialism’. In Catherine Wessinger (ed.) 
Oxford Handbook on Millennialism. Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 474-91. 
· Smith, Peter. ‘Peter Berger’s Early Work on Baha’i Studies’. Journal of Religious History (2019). 
· Smith, Peter. "Recruitment and Organization in the Bábí and Early Baha’i Movements: A Resource 
Mobilization Perspective". (video) 
Learning Objectives and Evaluation: To be able to summarize and analyze the sociological ideas that have 
been used in the growth of the Babi and Baha’i religions. 
 
Unit 13 Persecution and Its Impact on the Bahá’í Community Dec. 5-11 
This unit examines the impact of persecution on the Baha’i community. Since its founding in 1844, the 
Bábí/Bahá'í community has faced persecution, sometimes systematic and severe. The Islamic world has not 
been the only place the Faith has been persecuted; indeed, it has been tolerated or even permitted in some 
Muslim societies. Communist and Fascist states, Nazism, dictators, and European colonial regimes have also 
persecuted the Faith. Persecution has destroyed entire Bahá'í communities, at least temporarily, but it has 
also inspired greater devotion and action, both in the places of persecution and among the worldwide 
Bahá'í community. 
· "Persecution of Baháʼís" Wikipedia [Includes many references] 
· Yazdani, Mina. ‘Towards a history of the Baha’i community of Iran during the reign of 
Mohammad Reza Shah (1941-1979)’. Iran Namag 2/1 (Spring 2017), lxvi-xcii 
· Smith, Peter. ‘Shoghi Effendi’s English Language References to Baha’i Developments in the 
‘Greater Middle East’, 1923-1929 
 
Unit 14 Student Presentations Dec. 12-16 

Further
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Expectations for Auditors 

 
Students may choose to participate in this course as an auditor for no credit. The student 
must submit a completed course audit registration form to the Registrar for approval by the 
course instructor. If approved for enrollment in the course, the student must contact the 
professor before the start of the term to arrange with the professor the work requirements 
for participation in the course. 

 
Expectations for Master’s Students 

 
Master’s students may take this course as a 3-credit elective at the master’s level. The 
student must submit a course request to the Registrar for approval by the course instructor. 
If approved for enrollment in the course, the student must contact the course instructor 
before the start of the term to arrange the work required for master’s credit. Master’s 
students should expect an average of approximately 3–4 fewer hours of coursework per 
week. 
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Selected Seminary Policies  

 
Required Technology 

 
All United students are expected to have knowledge of and access to a minimum level of 
technology in order to participate in online activities and submit required course materials 
online. This technology includes a PC or Mac computer with a working webcam, 
microphone and speakers, as well as the Zoom videoconferencing tool installed. See the 
“Student Technology Requirements” section of the Student Handbook for a complete list of 
technology expectations. 

 
Remote Zoom Use 

 
Please follow the instructions linked below on joining a class session using Zoom. Be sure 
to test your audio and video in Zoom before the first class session and read the expected 
behaviors for participating remotely: 
 ht t ps://unitedsemin a ry.instructure. com/ cou rses/ 35/ p a g es/ zoom-t u toria l 
s#join_zoom  

 
If you are enrolled in the on-campus section of a course, you are normally not permitted to 
attend any class sessions via Zoom. A student enrolled in the on-campus section of a course 
may, in very rare and exceptional circumstances, attend a single class meeting via Zoom 
with prior approval of the instructor. The student’s attendance will be marked as an 
approved absence for that session. 

 
Zoom Behavior Expectations 

 
Students participating in a classroom session via Zoom are expected to observe the same 
respectful behavior as they would if they were physically present in the classroom. These 
behaviors include dressing appropriately for class; setting aside a quiet room to join the 
class without foreseeable potential distractions; being punctual in joining the class and 
returning from breaks; remaining within view of the class by webcam (except during 
breaks); only eating during breaks; and no driving or social media. See the “Student 
Technology Requirements” section of the Student Handbook for a more complete list of 
expectations. 

 
Instructors have the right to refuse the participation of Zoom-in students who fail to 
observe these behavior expectations and ask that the student rejoin when they are able to 
comply. Students who are unable to rejoin a class session due to noncompliance with 
behavior expectations may be marked absent. 

 
Course Attendance 

 
Excessive absences or tardiness, even for legitimate reasons, may jeopardize a student’s 
course grade or course completion. Absences that exceed 1/3 of the total class meetings 



Page 9 of 12  

(e.g., 4 absences in a 12-week academic term) will normally result in a failing grade for a 
course. At the professor’s discretion, excessive tardiness will count as absences. A more 
restrictive attendance policy stated in an individual course’s syllabus supersedes the 
general attendance policy described here. See the Student Handbook for the full Course 
Attendance policy. 

 
Email Communications 

 
To be in compliance with FERPA regulations, email communications from United faculty 
and staff will be sent only to students’ United email accounts. Assistance setting up forward 
or redirection of messages to another email account is available by contacting 
 comp u tersupport @ unitedsemin a ry.edu. 

 
Live Streaming and Recorded Class Sessions 

 
Some United seminary classes are offered for online or distance students via live streaming 
or recording for later viewing. In addition, some of your classes may be recorded for use by 
other current or future students. You indicate your agreement to be recorded by taking the 
class. If you object to being recorded for seminary use outside of this course, either as a 
whole or in a particular class session, please notify the instructor of your course at the 
beginning of the term or particular class so that alternate arrangements can be made. 

 
Course Extensions 

 
The instructor shall evaluate each student’s performance in a course on the basis of the 
work submitted by the last day of the academic term, unless the instructor approves an 
extension of time for the student to complete coursework beyond the end of the term. The 
instructor shall approve an extension only under extraordinary circumstances. The 
instructor must agree to the extension by the last day of the academic term. In the case that 
the student is unable to contact the instructor in time due to critical health issues, the 
student must obtain the instructor’s agreement as soon as possible after the end of the 
term. See the Student Handbook for the complete policy. 

 
Academic Integrity 

 
Plagiarism and cheating are each serious acts of academic dishonesty and violations of the 
seminary’s Academic Integrity policy. Ignorance concerning the proper citation of sources 
or the unauthorized use of external assistance in a student’s work does not exempt the 
student from the consequences of academic dishonesty. If plagiarism or cheating are 
detected, consequences may include an “F” for the assignment in question, or an “F" for the 
course. Repeated offenses may be grounds for dismissal from the student’s program. See 
the Student Handbook for more information. 

 
Student Misconduct 
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United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities strives for an educational environment in 
which the greatest academic potential of its students and professional potential of its 
faculty and staff may be realized. The Seminary therefore prohibits student behavior that 
disrupts Seminary activities or brings harm to its participants. Any student found to have 
violated the Student Misconduct Policy will be subject to disciplinary action, up to and 
including dismissal from the Seminary. 

 
See the Student Handbook for the complete Student Misconduct Policy, including behaviors 
that constitute a violation of the seminary’s student conduct standards, the procedure the 
Seminary follows to determine a violation of these standards, and the steps for recourse 
when a violation has been committed. 

 
Other Seminary Policies 

 
For further information and details regarding all other academic policies and procedures, 
including those listed below, please see the following documents available on the Canvas 
Student Resources page. 

 
Student Handbook 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Tuition Charge Reductions for Dropped Courses 
Counseling 

 
Seminary-Wide Policies 

Closing Procedure for Inclement Weather 
Copyright Law 
Inclusive Language 
Freedom of Inquiry and Expression 
Notice of Nondiscrimination 
Confidentiality and Disclosure within Small Group Settings 
Boundaries Between Faculty and Students 
Sexual Harassment 
Reporting Sexual Offenses 


