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All Faculty Meeting



Welcome

 WI Team at retreat in Los Angeles, June 2022



Agenda

❖Welcome and thank you

❖Strengthening our focus 

❖Plan for 2023
➢ The mission of extension courses
➢ Target audience
➢ Pedagogy
➢ Learning posture

❖ Courses for 2023
❖ Orientation course and “pre-course”
❖ Upcoming courses in 2022



Focus

A new chapter is 
opening for the 
Wilmette Institute 
to explore and 
strengthen the 
participation of the 
wider community in 
our extension and 
academic courses. 

Mark Perry, Teaching Associate Professor 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Department of Dramatic Art



The Nine Year Plan has three “areas of 
endeavor”: community building, social 
action, and participation in the prevalent 
discourses of society.

Wilmette Institute courses contribute to 
advancing meaningful conversation and 
local discourse within the framework of 
Bahá’í scholarship.

Cohesion 
with the 
Nine Year 
Plan

A July 24, 2013 letter of the Universal House of 
Justice delineates some subjects to study and calls 
for the development of a “conceptual framework 
for intellectual inquiry.”



Mission
statement
for Wilmette 
Institute 
extension 
courses

“…to help our participants to contribute meaningfully to 
the current discourses of society through the spiritual 
principles and values expressed within the Bahá’í 
conceptual framework for action. The application of these 
spiritual principles can be achieved through individual 
participants, their communities, and their local institutions 
reading their own reality and transforming it to reflect how 
every voice contributes towards the oneness of humanity. 
The Wilmette Institute extension courses will encourage an 
iterative process between these three protagonists 
consulting collectively, taking action, reflecting on this 
action and studying further to advance what has been 
learned in this transformative process of building an 
ever-advancing civilization.”



Target 
Participants

● Learning about target 
demographics through our 
new courses. Faculty work 
within their circle of 
contacts.

● Orienting our courses 
towards specific 
populations like youth and 
the wider community. 

● Long term relationships 
(GTU) and needs based 
initiatives (North Carolina 
Central University). 

● We want to expand on our 
experience of raising 
capacities with individuals 
to also work with groups. 

Collaboration meeting at North Carolina Central 
University (NCCU, a Historic Black College), April, 2022



Wilmette 
Institute 
Pedagogy

Capacity Building
• For meaningful conversations
• Share insights and seek learning
• Working alongside others

Exploring and analyzing from a Bahá’í 
perspective issues of social import and 

engagement in their discourse 

Wilmette 
Institute 
Pedagogy

At the heart of most disciplines of human knowledge is a degree of consensus about 
methodology—an understanding of methods and how to use them appropriately to 
systematically investigate reality to achieve reliable results and sound conclusions. 
                                                                            –24 July 2013, Universal House of Justice

Active Methodology

• Applying learning in a variety of activities
• Fostering unity of thought
• Reflecting on learning process



Wilmette 
Institute 
Pedagogy

 The Wilmette Institute is an institution of learning at all
 levels - participants, faculty, and administrators. It is 
 significant that at the heart of the global Plans is our  
 collective humble posture of learning.

Our posture 
of learning

“Within the context of the framework governing your 
activities, it is necessary to carefully examine the forces 
unfolding around you to determine where your energies 
might reinforce the most promising initiatives, what you 
should avoid, and how you might lend a distinctive 
contribution. It is not possible for you to effect the 
transformation envisioned by Bahá’u’lláh merely by 
adopting the perspectives, practices, concepts, 
criticisms, and language of contemporary society. Your 
approach, instead, will be distinguished by maintaining a 
humble posture of learning …”  - Universal House of Justice, July 22, 2020



Wilmette 
Institute 
Pedagogy

Brand new courses

★ Human Prosperity and Sustainable Development
★ Hidden Words, the Arts and Design
★ Social Media Literacy and Changemaking
★ Education 
★ Indigenous Community HealthCourses for 

2023 Proposed courses for renovation

★ Anti-Black Racism in the U.S. & Building a Unified 
Society

★ Climate Change
★ Science, Religion, and the Baha'i Faith
★ The Promised Day is Come
★ Exploring the Qur'an
★ Interfaith Dialogue & Collaboration

★ 25 additional courses will be continued



Orientation 
Course

WI extension courses currently assume a basic 
understanding of how to approach discourses of society 
and the Bahá’í conceptual framework for action. 

● To avoid introducing these same concepts in each 
course, they will be explored in an introductory, 
self-study course.

● Learners need to take this course just once in order to 
participate in an extension course. 

● The orientation provided is mostly conceptual in nature, 
while the courses themselves will provide ample 
opportunities for application.

The orientation course will be launched at the end of this 
year, and a shorter version will be provided immediately 
before the start of each course. All faculty will be
invited to participate in the orientation.



Upcoming 
courses in 
2022

❖ The schedule of courses for the 
remainder of 2022 is unaffected 
and will continue

❖ Extension Course Schedule

https://wilmetteinstitute.org/courses-schedule/


Thank you!

Thank you for participating in today’s 
gathering! We welcome questions.


