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25+ years in Film, Theater and Speech Communications
10+ years of Teaching: Arts Education and Character & Leadership Development

EDUCATION

Degrees:
➢ M. Phil Film Theory & History, University of Dublin, Trinity College (February 2009)
➢ B.A. Theatre Arts / Drama, San Francisco State University, Magna Cum Laude (May 2001)
➢ A.A. Speech Communications, Foothill College, High Honors (December 1999)

Certificates/Certifications:
➢ Certificate of Completion, Social Emotional Arts, UCLArts&Healing (October 2021)
➢ Certificated Professional Co-Active Coach (CPCC), Co-Active Training Institute (October 2019)
➢ Certificate of Completion, Leadership Development Coaching, Co-Active Training Institute (November 2018)
➢ Specialist Certificate, Character Development Education, University of San Diego (July 2013)
➢ Certificate of Completion, Foothill Theatre Conservatory (June 1999)

BOARDS/ COMMITTEES

Current:
➢ Advisory Board, Bauman Wellness (2021-present)
➢ Board of Directors, UNA-USA Monterey Bay Chapter (2020-present)

● Youth Education Committee (2019-present)
● International Documentary Film Festival Committee (2019-present)
● eNewsletter Editor (2019-present)

➢ Advisory Committee, University of San Diego, Character Education Resource Center (2019-present)

Former:
➢ Advisory Committee, Salinas Valley Arts and Innovation Hub (2019-2021)
➢ Advisory Board, New York Children’s Theatre Company (2016-2018)
➢ Secretary of the Steering Committee, Coalition for Global Citizenship (2016-2018)
➢ eNewsletter Editor & Communications Committee, Women in the Arts & Media Coalition (2017-2018)
➢ Aide to Bureau Secretary, Committee of Religious NGO’s at the United Nations (2016-2017)
➢ Aide to Coordinating Council Co-Chairs, Values Caucus at the United Nations (2016-2017)
➢ Judge, DeRose-Hinkhouse Memorial & Wilbur Awards, Religion Communicators Council (2010-2012)

PUBLICATIONS

➢ ‘Meaningful Movies: Films that inspire individual and collective spiritual growth’ – manuscript in progress

➢ ‘Reel Character: Using Film to Enhance Social and Emotional Learning’ (Edutopia, April 2015,
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/reel-character-film-enhances-sel-christina-wright)

➢ ‘Celtic Brass Traditions: Film Representations of American Jazz and Irish Traditional Music as a Link to Cultural &
National Identities’ (Dissertation, The University of Dublin, Trinity College, September 2009)

mailto:chris.unity19@gmail.com
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WORKSHOPS/PRESENTATIONS

➢ Reel Character Education: Using Films to Teach Character Values, Character Matters Conference, University of San
Diego, Character Education Resource Center, San Diego, CA (June 2014)

➢ Media Literacy Workshops, Louhelen Baha’i School, Retreat and Conference Center, Eliot, ME, (November 2014
and April 2012)

➢ In Class Seminars, University of Dublin, Trinity College, Department of Film Studies, Dublin, Ireland (2007-2008):
Developed in-class seminars for fellow post-grad students in the following subjects: Film Theory & History,
Hollywood Cinema and European Cinema.

EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION

Social Emotional Arts Education:

Founder and Arts Facilitator, Wright Arts, San Francisco Bay Area, CA (2021-present):

Wright Arts uses transformative art modalities and creative expression to cultivate social emotional learning and holistic
wellness, build character values, awaken purpose and develop leadership skills to empower individual and social change.
In partnership with Bauman Wellness, Wright Arts provides integrative wellness courses in the social emotional arts for
wellness practitioners, workplace employees, community members and children/youth.

Classroom Instruction for Adults:

Faculty, Wilmette Institute, Independent Sections Dept, Evanston, IL (2021-present):

Films as a Tool for Public Discourse: Films have the capability of doing more than just entertaining us; they provide
a literal lens for us to see more intimately the world in which we live. They are an important means of cultural
communication, highlighting shared human struggles and providing a space for us to pause and reflect on our place and
purpose in the world. In some cases they even inspire a call to action, creating social impact. As authors Robert K.
Johnston and Catherine M. Barsotti note in their book ‘Finding God in the Movies’, film also has the power to
stimulate or communicate theological reflection in the viewer. When we watch a film, we might listen for its message
and then compare and contrast it with the message of the Word of God. What truth can we draw from the film and how
might we engage others in a conversation about that truth? In this series of courses, participants will discover how
films can be part of our toolbox to engage with others in two-way meaningful conversations about the discourses of
society, with a focus on the search for Truth.

Adjunct Faculty, De Anza College, Film & Television Dept, Creative Arts Division , Cupertino, CA (2019-present):

F/TV 1: Introduction to Cinematic Arts: An introduction to the close analysis of film and television texts. The
course examines broad questions of form and content, aesthetics and meaning, and history and culture. Using a wide
variety of media, filmmakers and film movements, the course explores the diverse possibilities presented by the
cinematic art form. Topics include modes of production, narrative and non- narrative forms, visual design, editing,
sound, genre, ideology and critical analysis.

F/TV2B History of Cinema (1950-Present): A survey of the international development of the motion picture since
1950 as a distinct form of artistic expression, through classic films, notable artists, and key events; an investigation of
the aesthetic, technological, economic, and social factors that contributed to the evolution of cinematic arts; an
examination of the value systems reflected in and shaped by these works from diverse cultures.



Online Instructor, University of San Diego Professional and Continuing Education, Character Education
Resource Center, School of Leadership and Education Sciences, San Diego, CA (2015-present):

Current:

EDU-X770R The Character Education Teacher as Model, Leader, and Collaborator: The purpose of this course is
to provide educators with the knowledge and skills needed to take on both a leadership and a collaborative role in
character education programs and initiatives in their communities, schools, and classrooms. Through analysis and
discussion of research, best practices, case studies, the writings of others, and current events, participants will be able
to decide how best to be a character education leader, model, and collaborator.

Previous:

EDU-X720L - Enhancing Social and Emotional Learning through the Use of Film and Drama: Films are very
effective in presenting the complexity of character choices and enhancing social and emotional learning. They help
provoke meaningful inquiry regarding social issues, personal values, and moral dilemmas, thus allowing students to
personally reflect and make insightful decisions. In this course, suggested models for using film as an enhancement
tool for character-based curriculum are explored. Participants view selected films that show both the presence and
absence of character strengths and learn how to: build a film and drama based character education model, effectively
draw out character themes from films, develop and facilitate pre and post screening questions for class discussion,
direct students in dramatic role playing exercises, develop culminating activities and service-learning projects, evaluate
the effectiveness of their model and build a toolkit of creative resources.

EDU-X722J Character Education: Curriculum and Programs: The purpose of this course is to enable participants
to examine and critique character education curricular programs in state and local school districts. Participants examine
how character education curriculum and programs are planned, organized, implemented, and assessed. Participants
analyze commercial curricula and programs and examine best character education practices using a specific set of
guidelines and standards.

EDU-X723J Character-based Classroom Management: Strategies & Practices: This course enhances knowledge
and skills in managing all aspects of the modern day classroom while attending to the social-emotional growth of
students. In this course, students develop an understanding and appreciation of strategies that work and don't work and
why. They also examine effective management practices based on experienced teachers’ recommendations and the
current research.

EDU-X731A Instructional Strategies in Character Education: This course examines several instructional strategies
that have been found effective for teaching character development. Among the strategies to be studied are those that
relate to literature-based programs, the importance of language, cooperative learning, teaching for thinking, conflict
resolution, and parental involvement.

Instructor, Facets Multimedia, Chicago, IL (2013):

The Walk and Talk of Aaron Sorkin : This course examines screenwriter Aaron Sorkin’s walk and talk technique,
analyzing how it has become so effective in captivating viewers’ interests. Students viewed all six of Sorkin’s feature
films and discussed what they have to say about our relationship to politics and gender roles in America.

Classroom Instruction for Children and Youth:

➢ Theater Teaching Artist, Arts Council Santa Cruz County , Santa Cruz/Watsonville, CA (2019-2020):

Mariposa Arts after-school programs bring visual art, music, dance and theater to more than 2,000 students in schools
that have little or no funding for the arts during the regular school day. An intergenerational model, Mariposa Arts high
school students and teaching artists work together to co-teach lessons to elementary and middle school students.



➢ Founding Director, Lights, Character, Action!, Evanston, IL and Bay Area, CA (2013-2020):

The Character Reel was an educational program which used film and drama as teaching tools to develop character
strengths and leadership qualities. Students participating in the program viewed films and examined the choices made
by the characters, noting the impact and results of these choices and then engaged in dramatic skits and culminating
visual art activities to enhance their character development and practice what they learned.

Writing and Curriculum Development:

Content Team, Growing Leaders (2021-2022):

Writing blogs and developing SEL lesson plans for middle schoolers to promote healthy character and leadership
development in the next generation.

Writing Team, Journeys In Film (2021):

Developing teaching guides for K-12 instructors using film for social-emotional learning in the classroom.

Additional Work in the Field of Education:

Current:

Junior Youth Animator , Junior Youth Spiritual Empowerment Program, Ruhi Institute (2008-present): Working with
junior youth, ages 11-14, to help them develop their power of expression through reading, writing and speech,
enhance their spiritual and intellectual capacities and build a sound moral structure. These classes include:
studying materials for language and expression development, engaging in artistic activities, planning and
carrying out service projects and participating in recreational and sports activities.

Children’s Class Teacher, Ruhi Institute (2008-present): Working with children to talk through the questions that
they face in their lives and apply moral principles to their own lives, to their families and their friends. These
classes include short lessons, activities to build social skills and friendships, games, stories that illustrate
virtues like love, kindness, generosity, and art and music.

Study Circle Tutor, Ruhi Institute (2008-present): Facilitation of curriculum concerned with the spiritual and
moral empowerment of individuals.

Former:

Character Educator, Children’s Theatre Company, New York, NY (2016): Taught character classes to children
and pre-teens which promote theater as a tool for active and analytical learning and empowers them to be voices
of positive change and agents of healing in their communities. The curriculum is centered on a pedagogical and
community development approach which emphasizes a culture of inclusivity and service through the arts.

Film and Character Content Advisor, TrueSpark, Santa Monica, CA (2015): Developed inspirational lesson
plans based on movies with positive messages to give teachers and parents the tools to use film to build character
and foster ethical development.

Soul Cinema, Monterey Institute of International Studies, Monterey, CA (2008-2010): Taught a weekly course
on film and spirituality. Through examples from the words and actions of characters in various films,
participants examined the contributions they can make towards the growth and progress of their own souls, as
well as how they can model spiritual qualities to children and youth in their homes and community.



Drama Instructor, The University of Dublin, Trinity College, Day Nursery, Dublin, Ireland (2008): Created
and conducted a weekly drama class for the campus day care center; worked with the Montessori class
teaching virtues through drama. Activities included warm-up exercises, poetry, games, storytelling and skits.

Film Club Coordinator, Worldview Film Club, National Bahá’í Centre, Dublin, Ireland (2008): Coordinator
of weekly film screenings that address various societal issues; facilitator of post screening discussions.

Child Care Program Leader, Gardner Bullis Elementary School, Los Altos, CA (1998): Through the El
Camino YMCA, supervised, planned and implemented lesson plans and activities for the Kindergarten group.

Troop Leader, Girl Scouts of Santa Clara County, CA (1991-1997): Served as a leader for junior level and
co-leader for brownie level girl scouting. Arranged activities for scouts in preparation for various badges.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

➢ Communications and Program Administrator, Bauman Wellness, Sebastopol, CA (2021-present):
● Managing the integration of the arts into global wellness programming
● Developing marketing and communications strategies, writing weekly blog posts, creating marketing collateral

for programs and events, overseeing social media engagement and web development
● Coordination of registration process and program/event operations
● Assisting with business development, including seeking partnership opportunities with schools and local

community organizations for pilot projects

➢ Program Director, Harmony At Home, Carmel/Salinas, CA (2020-2021 School Year):
● Supervise all programs and managers involved to provide feedback and resolve complex problems and inform the

Executive Director on progress and performance
● Initiate and set goals for programs according to the agency’s mission and objectives
● Engage with current partners and reach out for opportunities for new partnerships
● Initiate, develop and finalize all partner MOU’s and program contracts
● Devise evaluation strategies to monitor performance and determine the need for improvements
● Discover ways to enhance efficiency and productivity of procedures and people
● Develop and implement strategies that will maximize the synergies among program areas
● Instill a sense of accountability among team members by modeling tight oversight of individual and organization

performance standards and reports
● Ensure program operations and activities adhere to legal guidelines and internal policies
● Keep senior management informed with detailed and accurate reports or presentations
● Strategize and engage on promoting the organization
● Coordinate agency events/activities involving all program managers, community outreach events, and job fairs

MEDIA AND PERFORMING ARTS

Film Curation:

Film Curation Consultant, Wayfarer Theaters (2023-present):

Determining appropriate film categories, providing a list of recommended films in each category, updating films with
new releases, connecting internal team to film resources, such as discussion questions for audience Q&A and
culminating activities for families to accompany film themes, and participating in film related activities to be included
at the theaters for increased participation.



Film / Video Production / Television:

Freelance Screenwriter (2000-present)

Independent Film Director: Various independent projects shot on film and digital video (2005-2006)

Video Board Productions Intern, San Francisco Giants Ball Club, San Francisco, CA (2004): Assisted with
the operation and live sports production of the San Francisco Giants in-game presentations. Responsibilities
included: logging video using Avid Assist, operating HD video cameras, helping to maintain production
equipment and gear, learning and working a rotation of day-of-game positions including live camera
operation, assisting with camera setup and strike, assisting with video production shoots, including lighting
and grip and assisting with day-of-game graphic design.

Production Assistant, Student Short Film, Fat Sandwich Productions (2004)

Actor, Mainly Etc., Green Mill Filmworks (2001)

Production Crew Member, KMVT 15, Community Television, Mountain View, CA (2002-2003): Various
production positions including: Technical Director, Audio Engineer, Floor Director, Camera Operator, Tape Operator,
Character Generator, Field Reporter/Interviewer and Production Assistant.

Creator, Producer and Director of a 3 part special called What's On Your Mind? This show was a 30 minute talk
forum for High School students that allowed them to come and speak about whatever was on their mind be it current
world events, national concerns, or societal issues they were facing in their daily lives.

Theatre / Drama:

Actor, Director, Stage Manager and Technical Crew (1990-2006): Theatrical plays and performances at various
theatres and venues.

Artistic Coordinator, San Francisco Bahá’í Center, San Francisco, CA (2005-2007): Planned and prepared live and
pre-recorded performing arts to be incorporated into events program, such as music, drama, poetry, dance, etc.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
➢ Social Media Ambassador, Pipeline for Change (2022-present)
➢ See Jane Advocate, Geena Davis Institute on Gender in Media (2020-present)
➢ Events Volunteer, San Francisco Giants Community Fund, in support of Junior Giants Leagues (2005-2007)
➢ Persuasive Speaker, Speech and Debate Team, Foothill College (1997-1998)
➢ Girl Scouts of America Volunteer (1991-1997)

● National Delegate to the Girl Scout National Convention representing Santa Clara County (1993)
● Council Delegate, Girl Scouts of Santa Clara County (1992-1994)
● Troop Leader for Brownie and Junior level Girl Scout troops in Santa Clara County (1991-1997)

AWARDS / ACHIEVEMENTS
➢ Achievement Award for Academic Excellence - San Francisco State University (2001)
➢ Area Award in Performing Arts and Speech - Foothill College (1999)
➢ Award of Excellence in Speech Communication - Foothill College (1998)
➢ Finalist - CSU Hayward Jack Samosky Invitational Speech Tournament (1998)
➢ 2nd Place in Persuasive Speaking - Northern California Forensics Association (1997)


