
Pioneers to Sweden



The Ten Year Spiritual Crusade 

(1953 to 1963), called the Ten Year 

Plan had, as its purpose, an 

organized expansion of the Baha’I

Faith the world over.

 My parents were among those who 

arose and adopted Sweden as their 

new home.

 This presentation will touch on some 

of the many aspects of their service 

to the Swedish community from the 

time of their arrival in 1960 to the end 

of the Nine Year Plan in 1973.



My mother, Mehri Golmohammadi

was born in 1933 in Teheran.



My father, Hadi Afsahi, was born in 1924 in 

Teheran and passed away in 2003 in Uppsala, 

Sweden. 



Married in 1953.
Mom and dad first pioneered to Southern Iran to the towns of Lali and  

Gaisaran. Hadi was a civil engineer for the Iranian Oil company and 

Mehri served as the vice president for Queen Soraya’s humanitarian 

organization to improve the educational opportunities for children in 

Lali and Gaisaran.

Mehri is second from the right,



In 1958, Hadi, Mehri and I attended 

the Baha’i  Intercontinental 

Conference in Frankfurt, Germany.  

It was there that they felt inspired 

to pioneer. 

After the conference we travelled 

to many European countries.  Here 

we are embracing the culture of 

Holland



On January 12, 1960,  Hadi was the first to arrive Sweden, 

together with Mehri’s brother, Rouhollah ( Ruhi) 

Golmohammadi.  He too had decided to pioneer and,  

shortly after arriving, went to Uppsala. 

On April 18, 1960 , Mehri, my younger brother Aram and I 

finally arrived in Uppsala. 



Teaching activities became the central focus of the 

Baha’is. Lots of public meetings were held at this coffee 

shop called “Kajsas kafferum”



In April 1960, the first Local Spiritual Assembly of the 

Baha’is of Uppsala was established.  Hand of the 

Cause Dr. A. Muhlschlegel was a frequent visitor. 

Here he is, sitting second to the left, beside my 

mom, Mehri.

The 9th member was not able to attend that
evening.



In 1962, the first National Baha’I convention was held and the 

first National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of Sweden was 

elected. Hand of the Cause of God Dr. A. Muhlschlegel was 

again in attendance and is pictured holding the Greatest 

Name.

Hadi is third from the right.



In spite of the snow and cold, our family, along with my 

Uncle Ruhi, fearlessly pursued outdoor activities, taking 

another important step to integrate our lives with 

Swedish culture and traditions.



It was an exciting time as other pioneers arrived from the US in 

1960.  Pictured below is:

Sigurd (standing third from the right) and Alethe Hogberg 

(seated second from the right).  Both served on the Local 

Assembly. Alethe was the sister of the first pioneer to Brazil, 

Leonora Holsapple Armstrong.  

Sigurd passed away in 1962 and the

First Baha'i funeral in Uppsala was held.



Teaching activity was on the rise.  By 1961,  the first Sami believers, 

Sigrid and Nils Ruthfjall, declared, fulfilling an important goal of the 10 

year plan for Sweden.  The travel teaching team of Hadi and John 

Nielsen made many travel teaching trips to northern Sweden and 

developed deep and abiding friendships with many other Sami 

people. Sigrid was one of the speakers at the Baha’I North Atlantic 

conference on Iceland in 1971.



On April 21,1963 the National Spiritual Assembly members from 56 

countries gathered in Haifa Israel to elect the first Universal House of 

Justice. Hadi,  Ruhi and Libby Bevan were among the delegates.

Shortly after the election, the Afsahi family attended the Baha'i World 

Congress (know as the Most Great Jubilee) in London ,England.  This 

was a celebration of the highest order as it recognized the100th

anniversary of Baha’u’llah’s declaration in 1863 as well as the 

successful completion of the 10 year Plan. 



The Nine Year Plan

1964 to 1973 Highlights

In 1964,  Ruhi married Elizabeth (Libby) Bevan. Libby, a Knight of 

Baha’u’llah (1954) for the island of Rhodes, pioneered to Uppsala in 

1960. They both served on the first local Spiritual Assembly of Uppsala 

in 1960 as well as the first NSA of Sweden in 1962. Together they home 

front pioneered to Marsta Sweden and then Hungary in 1996.

After the passing of Ruhi in 1999,  Libby set her sights on another 

important goal; this time to China with son Roshan, daughter Haleh 

and son-in law Olinga.  Libby remained at her post in China until her 

passing in 2013.



In 1964- Swedish Author Sverre Holmsen became a Baha'i. He is 

standing between Hand of the Cause of God Dr.. Giachery and Mrs. 

Giachery.  Sverre and his family lived in Sigtuna, 30 km south of 

Uppsala. At the left is Uppsala’s first native believer Mr. Svante 

Svedare. 



In 1967, the Baha'i book: De Upplysta Horisonterna was 

published. It was written by Sverre Holmsen. It became the first 

original Baha'i book in Swedish written by a Nordic author.



Teaching activities continued.

• Exhibitions, public meetings, and visits from distinguished travel 

teachers such as Mrs. Munsiff

• A Baha’i presentation was given by the Sveriges Ungradio on 

the National Radio Program for Youth by two Uppsala Baha'i 

teenagers.



In 1968 (July 4-20),  The Fourth Assembly of the World Council 

of Churches was held in Uppsala, Sweden. Mr. Evans 

represented the Baha'i community.  In total, 1,999 personal 

invitations were sent out to the delegates for the public 

meeting below.



In 1968, the Baha'i Mediterranean Conference was held in Palermo 

Sicily to commemorate Baha’u’llah’s crossing of the Mediterranean sea 

on His way to the Most Great Prison (Akka). 

At the end of the conference all participants were invited to make a 

three-day pilgrimage to the Baha'i Holy Places in Haifa. Mehri, her son 

Aram and I attended the conference and afterward were able to 

make a short pilgrimage to the Baha’i World Centre.



The Uppsala Baha'i community was honored 

to have many visits from distinguished 

Baha’is.  Pictured directly below is Hand of 

the Cause of God Mr. Faizi (standing second 

from the right).  Seated first from the right in 

the same photo is Mrs. Zhinous Mahmoudi, 

who was later martyred as a member of the 

NSA of Iran in 1981.

Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Ioas 

and his wife Sylvia are pictured 

above with Mehri and Ruhi during a 

visit in 1962.



Many newspaper articles were published about the Faith and some 

reported visits from Hands of the Cause Dr. Muhajir and Mr. Olinga.  



The Baha'is continued to reach such minority groups as the 

people of Estonia with the message of Baha’u’llah. Hadi’s co-

worker, Jacob Kain from Estonia, became a Baha'i in 1971. He 

translated many Baha'i books into Estonian and proclaimed 

the Faith on Radio Estonia.  Pictured below is Jacob sitting 

beside Mehri. Jacob passed away in 1981.



In 1968, Hadi Afsahi was appointed the first Auxiliary 

Board Member for Teaching for Sweden, Finland, 

Norway, Denmark and Iceland. Hadi is pictured with 

Board of Counsellor Member Mrs. Muhshlegel.

Later Hadi served as the Auxiliary Board 

Member for Sweden until 1993, a 

noteworthy term of 25 years. 



Mehri was elected to the National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha’is of Sweden in 1969 and served as a member 

until 2011, a 42-year term of distinguished service.

The photo below is the 1972-1973 NSA.  By the end of 

the Nine Year Plan, the Swedish community celebrated 

the achievement of all its goals.



1971 - Jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie performed at Uppsala 

University. Mehri presented him with flowers on behalf of  

the Baha'i community of Uppsala.



In 1973, Bahai marriage was recognized by the Swedish 

government as legal. Mehri became the first marriage 

commissioner and performed the first legal Baha'i 

marriage in Uppsala.



In 1985, the LSA of Uppsala celebrated its 25th anniversary. 

Here Hadi and Svante are planting a tree to commemorate 

the event.

Members of the LSA of Uppsala (1985) 

Published in the Swedish National 

Baha'i newsletter.



2010 - the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the 

LSA of Uppsala. Some highlights were published in the 

Swedish National Baha'i newsletter. 

The two remaining

members of the 

original LSA of 

Uppsala (1960 are:  

Mr. Svante Svedare

and 

Mrs. Mehri Afsahi.



The Uppsala Baha'i community remembered the Baha'i 

pioneers and the Baha'is who are buried at the Baha'i 

cemetery in Uppsala.  It is called the Eternal Garden.



In 2020 – the LSA of Uppsala celebrated its 

60th anniversary.  However,  restrictions 

imposed on the community by the global 

pandemic prevented people from getting 

together.

Mehri was interviewed for an article which was 

published on December 12, 2020 with the title: 

Feminism: A tool for Peace.

It summarized her activities as a champion for 

women’s rights throughout her long career in 

such roles as: President of the Swedish UN 

Women and Representative of the Baha’i 

International Community at numerous 

intercontinental events. 

Still active, Mehri currently serves on the 

European Board for Religions For Peace. 


