September 2020 ENewsletter
A monthly electronic Newsletter with news of the
Wilmette Institute, a schedule of online
Web Talks, live events, and upcoming courses

Web Talks
The talks are live web video and are free.
Just click to register, or go to our Facebook
or YouTube page to watch live.
Sunday Sept. 6, 2020, 2:00 PM Eastern
Time
JoAnn Borovicka, "Things White People Can Do to Promote Racial
Justice"

Now on YouTube and Sound Cloud:
Derik Smith
"The Prison Industrial Complex"
Derik Smith
"Centering the Pupil of the Eye"
Boris Handal
"Mirza Mihdi: La Rama Mas Pura"

Participate in inspiring conversations
at Bahai.chat!

Student News
References vs. Rhetoric
Andres Elvira didn't take the course Introduction to
Islam for university credit, but be did take it to get beyond
the rhetoric about Islam and acquire a solid understanding
of the faith so he could correct misunderstandings and
stereotypes.

Channels for the Fashioner
Stephanie McLeod took The Baha'i Faith and the
Arts course to draw inspiration from the Writings, but
discovered that God and Baha'u'llah were right by her
side whenever creation occurs, and acquired a new
appreciation of the divine Name "the Fashioner." She
hopes to inspire others through the spiritual values in her
art, including children's and youth classes.

Land, Tradition, and Relationships
From the course Indigenous Perspectives on the
Sacred, Jackie Newberry gained greater knowledge of
the history and insights of indigenous people and
confirmation of the Master's lessons on why indigenous
people are so important in the progress of the Faith. She
gained a greater appreciation of "land

acknowledgement," a formal statement that recognizes and respects
indigenous peoples as traditional stewards of a particular piece of the land.

Wilmette Institute News
Academic Advisory Board Appointed
The National spiritual Assembly has appointed a Board to advise the
Wilmette Institute's Executive Committee on university curricular
standards, partnerships, and accreditation as it enters a "most exciting
juncture in its evolution." READ>>

A New Imperative for Fund Raising
With the Wilmette Institute strengthening its relationship with United
Theological Seminary, pursing affiliation with a major consortium of
religious studies schools, and working on a 125-page application to become
an accredited institution of higher education, the need to support the
Institute financially is greater than ever. Read the Institute's appeal.

WI Learner Update: Partial Payments now available
The partial payment function is now available in the Wilmette Institute's
Cvent registration system for all upcoming courses. The minimum payment
is set at $20. We expect this improvement will help our learners register
early for courses, thus securing the 10 percent early registration
discount. READ>>

Faculty News
New Book: My Life Quest as a Baha'i Man
Susanne M. Alexander, Chair of the Wilmette
Institute's Relationships, Marriage, and Family
Department has authored a new book: Be Brave and
Arise: My Life Quest As a Bahá'í Man. She says the
book accompanies men ages 15 and up, single or
married, in being warriors of the light and striving for
excellence.
Fulfilling a life quest as a spiritual man results in: selfrespect and respect from others; character strength
and confidence; physical, sexual, mental, emotional,
and spiritual health; clear aspirations and goals; contributing to others
through work and service; building community; and healthy, unified
friendships, marriage, and family.

Arts Course Reaches New Heights
Lead faculty Anne Perry reports on how
Bahá'í Faith and the Arts reached new
heights using Zoom, and centering on
essential texts and artistic resilience.
"Perhaps it was the pandemic and the
increased online educational opportunities.
Or perhaps it was because we spent so much
time refurbishing our course... Or maybe it
was the particular mix of learners. Whatever
the case, we reached new heights with it in its recent incarnation."

Tips for Sustainable Living
Stay Away from Leaf Blowers
Gasoline powered leaf blowers emit toxic pollutants like
carbon monoxide, large amounts of carbon dioxide, blow
particulates into the air, can damage hearing. . .
- Christine Muller

Global Governance
to Meet Global Challenges
A New Monthly Series by Sovaida Ma'ani Ewing
Is the Pandemic a disaster or a supreme
opportunity for humanity to finally learn to
communicate in a spirit of goodwill and
transparency, and to cooperate and
collaborate on finding workable solutions
that benefit us all? What if instead of
viewing other nations and their actions as
enemies and threats, we viewed them as
indispensable and valuable allies with whom to join forces in the fight
against a global threat?
Read more or watch the webinar.

September and October Online Courses
University-level course
The Wilmette Institute is not accredited, so
contact your university to try to arrange credit.

Can be taken by anyone seeking to learn, without
credit or a grade.

Baha'u'llah's Revelation:
A Systematic Survey
Sept. 3 - Nov. 14, 2020
In Bahá'u'lláh's Revelation: A Systematic
Survey, we will undertake a systematic
introduction to twenty of Baha'u'llah's most
important works, ranging from The Hidden Words to Epistle to the Son of
the Wolf. We will study themes in the works, topics that Baha'u'llah
progressively revealed during His ministry, and related tablets wherever
possible. The course is designed for learners seeking basic information
about the writings of Baha'u'llah, new Baha'is wishing more context for
Baha'u'llah's most important works, and veteran Baha'is seeking deeper
understanding of the ocean of Baha'u'llah's revelation. We will not read the
twenty works in their entirety but, rather, will sample passages from the
selection of important works revealed by Baha'u'llah.

University-level course
The Wilmette Institute is not accredited, so
contact your university to try to arrange
credit. Can be taken by anyone seeking to
learn, without credit or a grade.
Watch Video

Sustainable Development and
Human Prosperity

Sept. 10 - Dec. 9, 2020
Today the nations are trying to implement the 2030 Agenda agreed in
2015, including Sustainable Development Goals with detailed targets and
indicators that define how to reach sustainability by 2030, leaving no one
behind. We shall explore the concept of sustainability in all its dimensions,
and how only an ethical and spiritual transformation as defined in the
Bahá'í authoritative texts will motivate people to transform their individual
lifestyles and their local communities as essential steps towards a more
prosperous, equitable and sustainable future.

Cultivating Transformative
Leadership
Sept. 10-Oct. 28, 2020 Video
Transformative leadership was developed as a
Baha'i inspired academic program for social
action. It focuses on how we can all exercise
leadership and a positive influence in the groups,

teams and organizations to which we belong, no matter what role or
position we have. All groups have three primary functions: 1)
accomplishing the goals and objectives for which they were created, 2)
strengthening unity within the group, since "no power can exist except
through unity" and 3) helping one another to develop capabilities. By
contributing to any of these three group functions, we are exercising
leadership. Experience in more than 40 countries, using this program in the
fields of education, public health, youth leadership and others, has shown
the impact that it can have on participants of many different cultures and
ages. Note: This course is a requirement for those who wish to work in the
program Transformative Leadership for Youth.

Transformative Leadership for Youth
(Ages 11-17)
Sept. 12-Nov. 6, 2020
Transformative Leadership is a new conceptual
framework that helps us improve personal,
interpersonal and social relationships. It develops
skills and tools to better direct our own lives and
at the same time help us contribute to an ever-advancing civilization.
Inspired by the principles and teachings of the Bahá'í Faith, Transformative
Leadership is a framework for social action that promotes a culture of
cooperation, ethical principles and scientific evidence, which is motivated
by the search for truth, attraction to beauty and thirst for knowledge.
Students will use materials from the Transformative Leadership for Youth
workbook and learn basic photography skills and multimedia art techniques
as they are empowered to develop their relationship with the world around
them when motivated by the desire to "be the change" they "wish to see in
the world."
Youth will share reflections, insights and artwork with their peers during
live Zoom sessions as they foster capabilities in each other.

Releasing Society-Building Powers of
Youth: Cultivating a Framework For
Social Action
Sept. 12-Nov. 6, 2020
Releasing Society-Building Powers of Youth
is the third seminar in the Transformative
Leadership for Youth program. This seminar is for
youth 11-17 years who desire to contribute to the betterment of
community through the application of material and spiritual principles
through service-oriented leadership. We will continue to apply 6 elements
and 18 capabilities of the Transformative Leadership Conceptual Framework

that empower personal and social transformation and will integrate
multimedia art in an expression of transformative learning while engaging
in guidance and resources that promote Baháʼí-inspired approaches and
methods being applied in community building initiatives throughout the
world. . .
Our focus will be on cultivating and building grassroots capacity through
sustainable initiatives with support, accompaniment and unity through
learning, service and art.

Consulting in Marriage and Family
Sept. 14-Oct. 25, 2020
Couples who pray, communicate effectively, and
consult skillfully together can understand one
another, make unified decisions, and maintain
unity. Family consultation teaches children how to
cooperate with others and make decisions, a skill
that will benefit them (and their parents!) throughout life. As skillful
consultation increases in a marriage and family, conflict and disunity are
less likely to arise, and unified outcomes increase.

The Leaves of the Twin Divine Trees
Sept. 17 - Nov. 11, 2020
Leaves of the Twin Divine Trees aims to fill a
gap in the early history of the Bab and Baha'i
Faiths concerning services rendered by women
closely related to the Bab, Baha'u'llah and`Abdu'lBaha. This course provides a forum for exploring
the lives and legacy of the most prominent among
such women.

Writing About the Writings: The Art
and Craft of the Personal Reflection
Piece
Sept. 24 - Nov. 4, 2020
In the past, the practice of exegesis, or drawing
the meaning out of scriptural texts, has been the
province of scholars specially qualified to produce
scholarly commentary. In Writing about the
Writings: The Art and Craft of the Personal Reflection Piece,
however, students will engage in a different kind of exegesis with the goal
of writing a more informal and accessible kind of commentary that does not

require scholarly background--the personal reflection piece. The
assumption behind the course is that all readers have a share in the
multiplicity of meanings, which, according to `Abdu'l-Baha, are embedded
within scripture. The purpose of the course is to empower readers of Baha'i
scripture to share their insights into the Baha'i writings in the context of
the personal reflection piece, a form of commentary that does not employ
the conventional apparatus of scholarship, such as research, critical
analysis, and familiarity with other commentary on the same texts but,
rather, simply embodies the individual reader's thoughtful response to a
given passage, tablet, or longer work by the Baha'u'llah, the Bab,
or`Abdu'l-Baha. You will learn the art and craft of writing such a personal
reflection piece by receiving instruction from faculty as well as feedback
from fellow students.

Foundations for Relationships--Ages
18-30
Sept. 28 - Nov. 15, 2020
Youth 18-30 years old are invited to gather in
videoconference study groups to explore the Baha'i
teachings and their practical application for healthy
relationships and marriage! Personal study and
group meetings will aid you in learning about your own and a partner's
character, building a friendship, understanding your expectations and
what's important to you in a partner, being a couple, interacting with
parents, and forming a healthy marriage.
Individuals 31 and older are welcome to study similar content in the selfstudy course "Thinking of Relationships and Marriage."

Exploring the Hebrew Bible/Old
Testament
Oct. 8 - Nov. 25, 2020
In Exploring the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament)
we will survey the Hebrew Bible's major books
(including selections from the Pentateuch, the
earlier and later prophets, the Psalms, and other
writings) in the light of progressive revelation and in the historical contexts
that they depict. We will also compare the Hebrew Bible with Baha'i
scripture, paying particular attention to passages in the Hebrew Bible that
have been "unsealed" (authoritatively interpreted) by the Baha'i revelation.
Studying the Hebrew Bible in the light of the Baha'i writings aims to
confirm one's faith and to provide opportunities for sharing the Baha'i
revelation with others.

Building a New System of Global
Governance
Oct. 15-Dec. 2, 2020
(Formerly Building a World Federation)
In Building a New System of Global
Governance we will examine how we can solve the
many problems the world faces today using 'Abdu'l-Bahá's advice offered a
century ago about establishing collective decision-making and
implementing institutions that can and should evolve into a world
federation of nation-states. We will also explore the linkages between the
creation of a new system of global governance and Baha'u'llah's promised
Lesser Peace relying on recent guidance from the Universal House of
Justice that illuminates this subject. In addition, we will explore the lessons
we can usefully glean from the American experience of establishing a
federation as well as from Europe's ongoing experiment as it moves toward
deeper integration. Finally, we will learn how to respond effectively to
skeptics who argue that creating a global federation is a pipe-dream
because nations will never be willing to cede sovereignty, and we will equip
ourselves with ways to allay fears that such a move will lead to an abusive
world government that is so excessively centralized that it will not heed the
voices of diverse populations and minorities and will trample upon their
rights.

Baha'u'llah's Summons to Two
Ottoman Prime Ministers: A Study of
Suriy-i-Ra'is, Lawh-i-Ra'is, and Lawhi-Fuad
Oct. 15-Dec. 2, 2020
This course will closely examine the three Tablets,
Súriy-i-Ra'ís, Lawh ̇-i-Ra'ís, and Lawh ̇-i-Fu'ád,
addressed by Bahá'u'lláh to the two powerful and highly influential 19th
century Turkish Prime Ministers 'Álí Páshá (1815-1871) and Fu'ád Páshá
(1814-1869).

Navigating Media and Screen Time
Oct. 19-Nov. 22, 2020
Do you want more tools to help your child navigate
society's intense media environment? In today's
world socializing, personal expression, and dating
often occur between texts and social media, raising
new challenges and opportunities for children and
teens. This course offers a safe space to critically examine the role screen
time plays in their family. It will help participants learn how to address the

common media-related issues facing their children and guide them to apply
Baha'i principles to their time online.

Exploring Baha'u'llah's Last Major
Work: Epistle to the Son of the Wolf
Oct. 22-Dec. 9, 2020
In the course on Epistle to the Son of the Wolf,
Baha'u'llah's last major work, which is a single letter
containing His own anthology of His writings, we will
read the book slowly over a period of six weeks,
examining major themes of Bahá'u'lláh's revelation: God as the source of
His revelation; Who Baha'u'llah is; why He came; proofs of His station; His
general teachings; the sufferings He endured; humanity's responses to His
revelation; and accounts of martyrs that illustrate the transforming power
of the Baha'i Faith. Revealed for an enemy of the Baha'i Faith, Shaykh
Muhammad-Taqi (surnamed "Son of the Wolf"), the book warns him about
the consequences of his persecution of the Faith. Containing as it does
Baha'u'llah's quotations from His own revelation, Epistle to the Son of the
Wolf provides an excellent summary of themes He considered important to
understanding the Baha'i Faith.

Economic Justice in a World of
Injustices
Oct. 29-Dec. 23, 2020
The topic of economics is vast and complex. It is
commonly assumed that the economic health of a
society is accurately represented by indices such as
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and that the
human experience is all but irrelevant. Many people are intimidated by
economics and some view it as problematic to the forward progress of
humanity and the planet. In this course, however, we will view economics
and economic justice from a totally different perspective: through the lens
of distributive justice. According to the Baha'i Writings, economic progress
is perpetuated by justice. Issues of economic justice are fundamentally
about the ethics and moral foundation of income distribution. Distributive
justice is often considered not to belong to the scope of economics, but
there is actually an important body of literature in economics that
addresses normative issues in social and economic justice.

365 Courses
Register anytime and study at your own pace!
Currently available:

Thinking of Relationships and Marriage?
Are We Ready for Marriage?
Engaging in Parental Consent for Marriage
Enhancing Love, Friendship, and Service in
Your Marriage
Nurturing your Baby Spiritually During
Pregnancy
Browse 365 courses

Useful Links
Wilmette Institute Links
Wilmette Institute: Public Website
Wilmette Institute: Course Delivery System
Wilmette Institute: Email for Information

Social Media Links
Follow the Wilmette Institute on Facebook and Twitter! Doing so could get you a
discount on your next Wilmette Institute course. The Institute is offering discount
codes for 10 or even 20 percent for selected courses via those two social media.
Wilmette Institute: YouTube Channel
Wilmette Institute: Facebook Page
Wilmette Institute: Twitter
Wilmette Institute: SoundCloud
Other Links
Association for Baha'i Studies, North America
Baha'i Chair for World Peace
Baha'i International Community
Baha'i Reference Library
Baha'i World News Service
Baha'i World News Service Podcasts
Bosch Baha'i School
Desert Rose Baha'i Institute
ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future)
Green Acre Baha'i School
Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity
International Baha'i Website
International Environment Forum
'Irfan Colloquia
Louhelen Baha'i School
Louis G. Gregory Museum
U.S. Baha'i Distribution Service
U.S. National Baha'i Library
Unity Museum
Worldwide Baha'i Community
ABOUT US
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