June 2020 ENewsletter
A monthly electronic Newsletter with news of the
Wilmette Institute, a schedule of online
Web Talks, live events, and upcoming courses

Global Challenges and Opportunities
Tuesday, June 2, 8:30 PM Eastern
Dr. Joy DeGruy
Diversity Training Isn't Enough!
Tuesday, June 9, 8:30 PM Eastern
Christine Muller
"How Can Spiritual Principles Save the Climate?"
Tuesday, June 16, 8:30 PM Eastern
Christine Muller
"Hope in the Face of Dire Scientific Projections"
Tuesday, June 23, 8:30 PM Eastern
Vasu Mohan
"Destroying a Thought of Hatred"

Web Talks
The talks are live web video and are free. Just click
to register, or go to our Facebook or YouTube page.
Sunday, June 7, 2 PM Eastern
Derik Smith
"Centering the Pupil of the Eye"

Sunday, June 14, 2 PM Eastern (7 PM in the UK)
Janet Fleming Rose
"Louise Mathew Gregory, Sowing the Seeds of
Racial Harmony"
Now on YouTube and Sound Cloud
Boris Handal
"Mirza Mihdi: The Purest Branch"
Augusto Lopez-Claros, Arthur L. Dahl, Maja Groff
"Global Governance and the Emergence of Global Institutions for the 21st
Century"
Angelina Allen
John David Bosch: In the Vanguard of Heroes, Martyrs, and Saints

Addressing the Present, Building the Future
Every Saturday at 1 pm EAS / 10 am PAC / 7 pm in Paris
In collaboration with ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future)
Building Economically Cohesive Communities in the Corona
Pandemic
Speaker: Jean Parker
Date: Saturday, 6 June
This session will highlight the ways
communities are building cohesion
through their response to the crisis with
ingenuity, creativity, mutualism and
solidarity. We will briefly discuss the
economic factors that threaten
community cohesion, then explore
significant current trends that are enabling communities to innovate and
transform economic vulnerability into economic cohesion. There will be
plenty of time for discussion.

Conversations with Rainn Wilson

(now June 10)

Topic: "How do we NOT go back to normal?"
The Wilmette Institute is sponsoring a monthly program, "An
Introduction to the Baha'i Faith with Rainn Wilson and Chitra
Golestani." The next program will be Wednesday, June 10 at 8:30
Eastern.

Note the new date. The webinar has been postponed in order to bring
together a panel to speak to the current national crisis. More details soon.
Missed the May conversation? Watch The Power of Youth on YouTube.

Participate in inspiring conversations
at Bahai.chat!
Every Saturday at 2:15 PM Eastern time.

Nancy Campbell Academy Upcoming Webinars
Creating Wise Leaders: a webinar series June 2, 9 and 16
at 8 pm Eastern with Gordon Naylor
Tuesday, June 2: "Youth Mental Health and Happiness"
----------------------------Parenting Adolescents During Turbulent Times: a webinar
series June 4, 11, and 18 at 8 pm Eastern with Tahirih
Naylor-Thimm
Thursday, June 4: "The Importance of Attachment for
Adolescents"

Register for Either Series

Student News
Florida Student Taking Unified Approach to Climate Crisis
Matteen Kashef, a student at the University of Florida,
has been working with "We, the World" and "Elders
Climate Action" on a youth and elder intergenera-tional
climate conversation. The goal is to educate everyone,
regardless of age, demographics, or faith, on the
importance of fighting the impact of climate change.

Reflections on the Study of the Kitab-i-Aqdas
Colette Harrison, of Dayton, Ohio, had this to say about
her first Wilmette Institute course: "I feel I really learned
a lot and have such a deeper appreciation for the intent of
the Aqdas as 'more than a mere code of laws.'" Read how
she was able to apply the course in her interfaith and
social justice work.

PowerPoint Projects about the Baha'i View of the Ten
Commandments and the Nicene Creed
Marco Oliveira used his study in the courses Christianity for
Deepening and Dialogue and Exploring the Hebrew Bible to
produce two very informative and educational PowerPoints.
In addition to covering the history of the Nicene Creed and
the Ten Commandments, the presentations include related
quotations from the Baha'i scriptures.

Research for Writing Histories and
Biographies Course Results in
Biographies of the First Wichita
Spiritual Assembly
Richard Vore used the Wilmette Institute
course to complete his research on the
members of the first Spiritual Assembly
of Wichita, Kansas in 1955 and write up
an account of their lives and service to
the Faith.

"Circulating the Love" for Front-line Workers
Sonia Vader joined the Wilmette Institute's
Transformative Leadership (TL) for Youth
program in April, 2020. One of her many
contributions as a Change Agent is her

inspiring series of heartfelt thank-you cards
which she distributes to healthcare workers,
doctors, nurses, ambulance workers, postal
workers, and custodians and assistants at
local hospitals. Her efforts were recognized in
her local newspaper.

Tips for Sustainable Living
A Lesson from the Pandemic:
Abandon Unnecessary Travel
Because of the pandemic, there are fewer car
accidents and the air is cleaner, which is very
beneficial for people's health; air pollution
has been linked to heart disease, asthma, and other chronic diseases.
- Christine Muller

Global Governance
to Meet Global Challenges
The Wilmette Institute is starting a new
monthly series of essays on the issue of
world order. The author of the series,
Sovaida Maani Ewing, explains that:
Our world is being buffeted by turbulent
storms. Many of these are global in
nature and include a pandemic, climate
change, a global recession, and racism. . . What, if anything can and
should be done? This series will offer some thoughts on constructive ways
forward so we can steer the ship of humanity to safe harbor.
The first article is called: "We're Birthing a New Global Order." Subtitle:
"It's Going to be Messy."

June-July Online Courses
50% off June courses with "Health19" Discount Code
Starts this week!
Foundations for Relationships-Ages 18-30
June 1-July 19, 2020
Youth 18-30 years old are invited to gather in

videoconference study groups to explore the
Baha'i teachings and their practical application for
healthy relationships and marriage! Personal
study and group meetings will aid you in learning
about your own and a partner's character,
building a friendship, understanding your
expectations and what's important to you in a
partner, being a couple, interacting with parents, and forming a healthy
marriage. Participants register as individuals and are grouped during the
first few days of the course and matched with a faculty-mentor; groups
may form through their own connections or be formed by faculty.
[Individuals 31 and older are welcome to study similar content in the selfstudy course "Thinking of Relationships and Marriage."]

University level course but open
to everyone!
A Short Introduction to Baha'i
History
June 4 - August 20, 2020
A Short Introduction to Baha'i History will
explore the major themes of Bahá'í history
from the 1850s to the second decade of
the twenty-first century, emphasizing the development of the Baha'i Faith
over the last century and a half. We will cover the period from the exile of
Baha'u'llah (1817-1892), the founder of the Baha'i Faith to Baghdad in
1853 to the end of Baha'u'llah's life in 1892; the ministry of Baha'u'llah's
successors, 'Abdu'l-Baha (1892-1921) and Shoghi Effendi (1921-57); the
period from 1957 to 1996, which saw the election of the Universal House of
Justice; and the period marking a new direction in community life and
outreach to the public (1996-2017).
We will be reading from Peter Smith's The Baha'i Faith: A Short History as
the principal text. Used copies of the book are available on Amazon.

Fostering a Baha'i Identity in
Families
June 8 - August 2, 2020
How can we help children place love for
Baha'u'llah and the desire to be of service
to others as the foundation of their lives?
This course enables parents to explore how
they can foster a child's connection to the
Baha'i Faith through developing spiritually
uplifting routines at home, engaging in
service within the home as well as in their

communities, and aligning family activities with the current goals of their
communities. Participants will be given positive parenting tools inspired by
the Baha'i Writings as well as hands-on strategies for implementing
spiritual practices at home. Materials are suited for those with children 14
years old and under.

University level course
but open to everyone!
World Religion Series:
Intro to Islam
June 11 - August 29, 2020
In Introduction to Islam we will
begin with a survey of the life of
Muhammad, a Manifestation of
God, and a review of the origins, development, and content of the Qur'an,
including the teachings and practices of Islam. We will then examine the
Sunni/Shiite split over issues of succession and authority and discuss
Islamic mysticism, or Sufism, and the Sufi poetic tradition. Finally, we will
turn to contemporary Islam and to Islam and other religions, including the
Bahá'í Faith. With ongoing anti-Islamic sentiment throughout the world,
there is no better time to improve our understanding of one of the world's
most important and influential religions and to prepare for discussing it with
Christian and Muslim friends and neighbors.

Anti-black Racism in the U.S.-The
Most Vital and Challenging Issue
June 25 - August 24, 2020
The course is full. Registration is closed, but if you
belong to a study group already formed, contact
us with the name of the group member who
invited you and we will arrange for you to join.

Exploring the Book of Revelation
June 25 - August 12, 2020
In Exploring the Book of Revelation we
will explore the contents of this fascinating
sacred vision in the context of progressive
revelation, highlighting its links to both
former and later sacred texts. The Baha'i
Faith offers new interpretations of some of the passages in the Book of
Revelation, and individual Baha'i scholars infer other interpretations. In this
course we will undertake a careful reading of the contents of this sacred

text to understand its historical nature, emphasizing those passages for
which authoritative interpretations are given by Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'lBaha.

The Baha'i Faith and the
Arts
June 25 - August 3, 2020
In The Baha'i Faith and the Arts we
will explore the purpose of the arts
from a Baha'i perspective. Among
other topics, we will discuss how art
and religion have harmonized and
conflicted in the past; how the Baha'i dispensation will be similar to and
different from the past; the artist as a person with an important gift to
share with the world; and how the Baha'i writings encourage artists. We
will also consider how to reframe imagination, creativity, and risk-taking
within a Baha'i context; how to prioritize the positive aspect of creativity to
enhance our lives, our communities, the Baha'i Faith, and the future; and
how to develop a serviceable language about the arts that enables us to
integrate the arts more fully into Feasts, Holy Days (particularly the 2019
bicentenary of the Birth of the Bab), core activities, commemorations, and
so on and to include more people in art making and appreciation of the
arts.

Some Answered
Questions
July 2 - August 26, 2020
Some Answered Questions
consists of a series of
questions that Laura Clifford
Barney asked `Abdu'l-Baha in
1904-06; timeless questions
about God, biblical topics, the
nature of the Manifestations,
evolution, strikes, and many more. The book is a key source for
understanding the basic Baha'i teachings and is worthy of repeated study.

Sustaining 11 Billion People:
Challenges for an Ever-Advancing
Civilization
July 9 - August 26, 2020
Based on the book Eleven, this course
investigates issues and principles involved for

individuals, communities, and institutions in
contributing to a sustainable civilization with 11
billion people, the UN population projection for
2100. Given that civilization is already
unsustainable, what changes are needed to
ensure that humanity can advance with an
additional 4 billion people?

Tabernacle of Unity
July 16 - August 26, 2020
The five tablets in The Tabernacle of Unity
proclaim some of the central tenets of
Baha'u'llah's Faith and the universality of
His prophetic claims. We will undertake a
careful reading of the five tablets, exploring
the Baha'i concepts of progressive
revelation and the role of religion in
advancing human civilization, and consider
the relevance of the tablets to interfaith dialogue.

Buddhism for Deepening and Dialogue
July 23 - Sept. 2, 2020
Buddhism for Deepening and Dialogue will
survey the life and teachings of the Buddha, the
development of Buddhist concepts and practices,
and the dissemination of Buddhism worldwide.
Buddhism and the Baha'i Faith both place a strong
emphasis on personal transformation. The course will deepen your
understanding of Buddhist concepts and will prepare you for discussing
them with Buddhist friends and neighbors.

Developing the "Gems of Inestimable
Value": Educating Through the Bahá'í
Revelation
July 30 - Sept. 23, 2020
What does the Baha'i Faith say about education?
Through a structured study of both Baha'i and
secular sources, learners will increase their
understanding of the unique wisdom found in the
Baha'i Faith as it applies to both the education of children and the lifelong

learning of everyone. The course will appeal to educators at every level of
experience.

365 Courses
Register anytime and study at your own pace!
Currently available:
Thinking of Relationships and Marriage?
Are We Ready for Marriage?
Engaging in Parental Consent for Marriage
Enhancing Love, Friendship, and Service in
Your Marriage
Nurturing your Baby Spiritually During Pregnancy
Browse 365 courses

Useful Links
Wilmette Institute Links
Wilmette Institute: Public Website
Wilmette Institute: Course Delivery System
Wilmette Institute: Email for Information

Social Media Links
Follow the Wilmette Institute on Facebook and Twitter! Doing so could get you a
discount on your next Wilmette Institute course. The Institute is offering discount
codes for 10 or even 20 percent for selected courses via those two social media.
Wilmette Institute: YouTube Channel
Wilmette Institute: Facebook Page
Wilmette Institute: Twitter
Wilmette Institute: SoundCloud
Other Links
Association for Baha'i Studies, North America
Baha'i Chair for World Peace
Baha'i International Community
Baha'i Reference Library
Baha'i World News Service
Baha'i World News Service Podcasts
Bosch Baha'i School
Desert Rose Baha'i Institute
ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future)
Green Acre Baha'i School
Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity
International Baha'i Website
International Environment Forum
'Irfan Colloquia

Louhelen Baha'i School
Louis G. Gregory Museum
U.S. Baha'i Distribution Service
U.S. National Baha'i Library
Unity Museum
Worldwide Baha'i Community
ABOUT US
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