August 2020 ENewsletter
A monthly electronic Newsletter with news of the
Wilmette Institute, a schedule of online
Web Talks, live events, and upcoming courses

Tune in on Wednesday, August 5 at 8:30 p.m. Eastern.
Missed the past conversations? Watch July's on YouTube.

Addressing the Present, Building the Future
Saturdays at 1 pm EAS / 10 am PAC / 7 pm in Paris
In collaboration with ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future)
How Humanitarian Organizations Navigate New Global Realities in

2020
Saturday, Aug. 1 AT 1 PM Eastern / 10 AM Pacific
Register on Zoom
Speaker: Rhonda Gossen
Host: Vahid Masrour
Specialized agencies of the United Nations together
with international NGOs recognize the need to
change what some have labelled paternalistic and
outdated approaches to aid and humanitarian
assistance. New approaches reflect an evolution in
thinking about locally led response, the need for
external experts, people as protagonists in the
recovery of their communities and recognition of the
capacities and resilience inherent in every person to
respond in crisis. Working in various emergency response situations,
Rhonda brings knowledge of how this aspect of the UN is driving new ways
of working.

Participate in inspiring conversations
at Bahai.chat!
Curated Conversations by Layli Maparyan and Masud Olufani
Saturday 08/08/2020

Web Talks
The talks are live web video and are free. Just click

to register, or go to our Facebook or YouTube page
to watch live.
Sunday August 16, 2020, 2:00 PM Eastern Time
Robert Stockman, Chitra Golestani, and Nicola
Daniels
Online Learning for Constructive
Engagement (ABS Poster Presentation)
Sunday August 30, 2020, 2:00 PM Eastern Time
Derik Smith, "The Prison Industrial Complex"
Now on YouTube and Sound Cloud:
Derik Smith
"Centering the Pupil of the Eye"
Janet Fleming Rose
"Louise Mathew Gregory, Sowing the Seeds of Racial Harmony"
Boris Handal
"Mirza Mihdi: The Purest Branch"

Student News
Examples of Resilience
When Mona Rohani took the course
'Abdu'l-Baha: His Life and Ministry, she learned to be more
resilient, to have faith, to be certain that she is not alone, and
that 'Abdu'l-Baha is with her on her path. She created a slide
show for her community to share her insights.

Global to Local Connections
Dawn Egerton has used the information she gained from
taking the Climate Change course to be better prepared
for discussions on this issue and take more concrete steps to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. She created a series of
blog posts for Earth Day, plans to purchase more rain
barrels, and has shared--and will continue to share--her
ongoing learning with the agriculture groups and other
community groups that she participates in.

Generations of the Half-Light
Bobbie Lee Kolehouse notes that, once in a while, she's
learned that something she thought was from the Faith
wasn't in the scriptures, but was a carry-over belief from her

elders. The Wilmette Institute course A Short Introduction
to Bahá'í History was a remarkable opportunity to place
her life in context, and insightful on many levels. Searching
sent her back to the books.

Saving History
The course How to Collect, Arrange, Maintain, and
Promote a Baha'i Archive taught Sandra Augsburger that
organizing archives is a lot of work, but it is also a lot of fun. It
is a puzzle crying out to be solved, and people and their
history are crying out to be heard and remembered. She plans
to prepare presentations that she can give to her cluster about
the importance of an archive.

Learning about Love
After taking the course 'Abdu'l-Baha: His Life and
Ministry, Lynn Richards has added several more prayers
by 'Abdu'l-Bahá to their nightly family devotional. He
meditates on these prayers throughout the day and
records in a daily journal his thoughts about how he can
acquire the spiritual qualities exemplified by the Master in
them. Finally, he reflects how events of the day affect his spiritual attitude,
steadfastness, and growth. In the community, and as an ongoing tutor of
study circles, he has begun to incorporate stories from 'Abdu'l-Bahá's life
and ministry into the already significant material contained in the Ruhí
courses.

Walking the Talk
Sarah Page has made personal changes as a result of the
course Climate Change. She has begun composting;
cutting back on packaged food; eating less meat; growing
vegetables again; driving far less (helped by the pandemic);
and encouraging her husband and others to be more
conscious of their lifestyle and consumer decisions. At a
community level, she has joined a local environmental group--Climate
Action Now--and with some fellow Baha'is, she has have joined the climate
committee of the local interfaith group.

Shaking off the Dust
The course The Baha'i Faith and the Arts helped inspire
the content of June Perkins's just-published book
Illuminations: 19 Poems and 1 Story. This book features a
collection of poems around themes of Baha'i history, but
also creativity, spirituality, and the muse as well. The
Wilmette Institute course helped her to establish a daily reading, writing,
and reflecting process for her poetry composition. It also gave her the

confidence to consult and work with other Baha'is and friends who like to
express themselves creatively.

Wilmette Institute News
Open on All Sides
The Wilmette Institute has made some important
changes lately. In addition to its new website, it
has now added an optional "spiritual affiliation"
question to Moodle, has greatly increased the use
of Zoom video in its courses, has added optional
quizzes, and has streamlined the process of
evaluating courses.

Book Publication
The Director, Robert Stockman, has just published a short
(80-page) book as part of Cambridge University Press's
series on "Religion and Violence." Titled The Baha'i Faith,
Violence, and Nonviolence, the book explores the ways the
Baha'i teachings, designed to bring about world unity, will
also bring about a world of nonviolence. More information
can be found here.

Tips for Sustainable Living
Let's cool down quickly and sustainably!
Cooling down in hot weather is important for our health
and comfort. Severe heat waves have become more
frequent, and this trend will continue for a long time because of global
warming. . .
- Christine Muller

Global Governance
to Meet Global Challenges
A New Monthly Series by Sovaida Ma'ani Ewing
If there is one thing the world is learning
rapidly, it is that tackling the global
COVID-19 pandemic requires acting
collectively to manage a collective
problem. This has been a lesson that
humanity has long resisted as it has

stubbornly clung to outworn habits of
nationalism and competition fueled by all
sorts of fear such as fear of the "other" or
fear of insufficient resources. . . .
The second article is called:
"We Sink or Swim Together"

August Online Courses
20% off August courses with "Health19" Discount Code
Science, Religion, and the Baha'i
Faith
Aug. 20 - Oct. 14, 2020
Science and religion are "the two most potent
forces in human life." We explore how science
and religion relate to each other from a Bahá'í
perspective.

Bringing Consultation to the
Workplace
Aug. 20 - Oct. 14, 2020
Consultation empowers effective, high performing
teams. Its foundation is effective dialog. Its result
is creative decisions and success in the workplace.

Embracing Spiritual Motherhood
Aug. 31 - Oct. 11, 2020
Come be inspired as a mother to embrace the noble
role you have in raising your children while also
maintaining the sacred space for nurturing your
own independent spiritual identity. The course will
utilize the arts as well as call upon stories of Bahá'í
women in history to help you analyze the social forces playing on your
decision-making processes, examine the dichotomies facing mothers in
modern day society, redesign the definition of what "service" and
"motherhood" are, develop a positive mindset, and create a vision for your
family based on your spiritual reality as a woman and mother.

September Online Courses
University-level course
The Wilmette Institute is not accredited, so
contact your university to try to arrange credit.
Can be taken by anyone seeking to learn, without
credit or a grade.

Baha'u'llah's Revelation:
A Systematic Survey
Aug. 20 - Oct. 14, 2020
In Bahá'u'lláh's Revelation: A Systematic Survey, we will undertake a
systematic introduction to twenty of Baha'u'llah's most important works,
ranging from The Hidden Words to Epistle to the Son of the Wolf. We will
study themes in the works, topics that Baha'u'llah progressively revealed
during His ministry, and related tablets wherever possible. The course is
designed for learners seeking basic information about the writings of
Baha'u'llah, new Baha'is wishing more context for Baha'u'llah's most
important works, and veteran Baha'is seeking deeper understanding of the
ocean of Baha'u'llah's revelation. We will not read the twenty works in their
entirety but, rather, will sample passages from the selection of important
works revealed by Baha'u'llah.

University-level course
The Wilmette Institute is not accredited, so contact
your university to try to arrange credit.
Can be taken by anyone seeking to learn, without
credit or a grade.

Sustainable Development and the
Prosperity of Humankind
Sept. 10 - Dec. 9, 2020
Today the nations are trying to implement the 2030 Agenda agreed in
2015, including Sustainable Development Goals with detailed targets and
indicators that define how to reach sustainability by 2030, leaving no one
behind. We shall explore the concept of sustainability in all its dimensions,
and how only an ethical and spiritual transformation as defined in the
Bahá'í authoritative texts will motivate people to transform their individual
lifestyles and their local communities as essential steps towards a more
prosperous, equitable and sustainable future.

Cultivating Transformative
Leadership

Sept. 10-Oct. 28, 2020
Transformative leadership was developed as a
Baha'i inspired academic program for social
action. It focuses on how we can all exercise
leadership and a positive influence in the groups,
teams and organizations to which we belong, no
matter what role or position we have. All groups
have three primary functions: 1) accomplishing
the goals and objectives for which they were created, 2) strengthening
unity within the group, since "no power can exist except through unity" and
3) helping one another to develop capabilities. By contributing to any of
these three group functions, we are exercising leadership. Experience in
more than 40 countries, using this program in the fields of education,
public health, youth leadership and others, has shown the impact that it
can have on participants of many different cultures and ages. Note: This
course is a requirement for those who wish to work in the program
Transformative Leadership for Youth.

Consulting in Marriage and Family
Sept. 14-Oct. 25, 2020
Couples who pray, communicate effectively, and
consult skillfully together can understand one
another, make unified decisions, and maintain
unity. Family consultation teaches children how to
cooperate with others and make decisions, a skill
that will benefit them (and their parents!) throughout life. As skillful
consultation increases in a marriage and family, conflict and disunity are
less likely to arise, and unified outcomes increase.

The Leaves of the Twin Divine Trees
Sept. 17 - Nov. 11, 2020
In The Leaves of the Twin Divine Trees (also
the name of a book written by Baharieh Rouhani
Maani, the lead faculty), we will explore the lives
of the women closely related to the Báb,
Baha'u'llah, and `Abdu'l-Bahá: Fatimih Bagum
and Khadijih Bagum, the mother and wife of the
Báb respectively; Zahra Bagum, sister of the wife of the Báb; Fatimih
Khanum, the second wife of the Báb; Khadijih Khanum, mother of
Baha'u'llah; Asiyih Khanum, wife of Baha'u'llah, Navvab, the Most Exalted
leaf; Bahiyyih Khanum, daughter of Baha'u'llah and sister of 'Abdu'l-Baha,
titled the Greatest Holy Leaf; Fatimih Khanum, the second wife of
Baha'u'llah, titled Mahd-i 'Ulya; Gawhar Khanum, the third wife of
Baha'u'llah; the sisters of Baha'u'llah; Jinab-i-Maryam, Baha'u'llah's cousin
and sister-in-law, titled the Crimson Leaf; and Munireh Khanum, wife of

'Abdu'l-Baha.

Introduction to Shi'i Islam
Sept. 17 - Dec. 7, 2020
Shoghi Effendi states that the Bahá'í Faith started
as "a heterodox and seemingly negligible offshoot of
the Shaykhi school of the Ithna-'Ashariyyih
[Twelver] sect of Shi'ah Islam" (God Passes By xii).
In this course we will look at the split into Sunni
and Shi'ah sects, the history and doctrine of the Imamate, the Twelfth
Imam, and the developments in Shi'ism (especially the Shaykhi movement)
that led to the Bábí and Bahá'í Faiths. The primary text for this course is
Moojan Momen, Introduction to Shi'i Islam (George Ronald or Yale
University Press, 1985); new and second-hand copies can be obtained from
Amazon, and second-hand copies, from ABEbooks and AddALL.com.

Writing About the Writings: The Art
and Craft of the Personal Reflection
Piece
Sept. 24 - Nov. 4, 2020
In the past, the practice of exegesis, or drawing
the meaning out of scriptural texts, has been the
province of scholars specially qualified to produce
scholarly commentary. In Writing about the
Writings: The Art and Craft of the Personal Reflection Piece,
however, students will engage in a different kind of exegesis with the goal
of writing a more informal and accessible kind of commentary that does not
require scholarly background--the personal reflection piece. The
assumption behind the course is that all readers have a share in the
multiplicity of meanings, which, according to `Abdu'l-Baha, are embedded
within scripture. The purpose of the course is to empower readers of Baha'i
scripture to share their insights into the Baha'i writings in the context of
the personal reflection piece, a form of commentary that does not employ
the conventional apparatus of scholarship, such as research, critical
analysis, and familiarity with other commentary on the same texts but,
rather, simply embodies the individual reader's thoughtful response to a
given passage, tablet, or longer work by the Baha'u'llah, the Bab,
or`Abdu'l-Baha. You will learn the art and craft of writing such a personal
reflection piece by receiving instruction from faculty as well as feedback
from fellow students.

Foundations for Relationships--Ages

18-30
Sept. 28 - Nov. 15, 2020
Youth 18-30 years old are invited to gather in
videoconference study groups to explore the Baha'i
teachings and their practical application for healthy
relationships and marriage! Personal study and
group meetings will aid you in learning about your
own and a partner's character, building a friendship, understanding your
expectations and what's important to you in a partner, being a couple,
interacting with parents, and forming a healthy marriage.
Individuals 31 and older are welcome to study similar content in the selfstudy course "Thinking of Relationships and Marriage."

365 Courses
Register anytime and study at your own pace!
Currently available:
Thinking of Relationships and Marriage?
Are We Ready for Marriage?
Engaging in Parental Consent for Marriage
Enhancing Love, Friendship, and Service in
Your Marriage
Nurturing your Baby Spiritually During Pregnancy
Browse 365 courses

Useful Links
Wilmette Institute Links
Wilmette Institute: Public Website
Wilmette Institute: Course Delivery System
Wilmette Institute: Email for Information

Social Media Links
Follow the Wilmette Institute on Facebook and Twitter! Doing so could get you a
discount on your next Wilmette Institute course. The Institute is offering discount
codes for 10 or even 20 percent for selected courses via those two social media.
Wilmette Institute: YouTube Channel
Wilmette Institute: Facebook Page
Wilmette Institute: Twitter
Wilmette Institute: SoundCloud
Other Links
Association for Baha'i Studies, North America
Baha'i Chair for World Peace

Baha'i International Community
Baha'i Reference Library
Baha'i World News Service
Baha'i World News Service Podcasts
Bosch Baha'i School
Desert Rose Baha'i Institute
ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future)
Green Acre Baha'i School
Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity
International Baha'i Website
International Environment Forum
'Irfan Colloquia
Louhelen Baha'i School
Louis G. Gregory Museum
U.S. Baha'i Distribution Service
U.S. National Baha'i Library
Unity Museum
Worldwide Baha'i Community
ABOUT US
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