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DIVINE JUDGMENT



INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS

• Human beings are fully aware of their own
mortality but have no direct knowledge about
what awaits them after death. This dramatic
paradox produces anxiety and deep-seated
psychological and emotional suffering.

• No religion, whether Eastern or Western,
ancient, or modern, could dispense with the
notion of salvation and the promise of eternal
life. Different faiths promote this idea under
various names such as spiritual liberation,
deliverance, enlightenment, self-realization,
awakening, and so on.

• The concept of afterlife plays a truly unique
and indispensable role in religious traditions
that no other idea or belief could ever match,
substitute, or challenge.



CONCEPT OF RETRIBUTION

• The idea of retribution is one of the
earliest and most popular ideas developed
by humanity over the millennia of its
history. Most ancient civilizations
believed in it in some form or another,
and it is still part of our contemporary
culture.

• In Rig Veda, one of Brahmanism's sacred
books, which scholars refer to the period
between the 15th and 12th centuries BC,
we find the reference to the "order of
things," the cosmic law of unity and
justice that underpins the existence of the
universe.

• One of the gods of the Rig-Veda, whose
name is Varuna, is portrayed as the
supporter of this order and the guarantor
of human morality.



CONCEPT OF RETRIBUTION

• Subsequently, the notion of moral law
became the source of two fundamental
concepts of Indian thought – dharma
and karma.

• The idea of dharma included religious
rules and ethical principles that defined
the life of the individual and the
survival of the community.

• The concept of karma (literally
"action"), formulated in later versions of
the Vedas and Upanishads, is also
correlated with morality and ethics. One
reads in Hindu scriptures that a person
"becomes kind from a good act and bad
from an evil one."



CONCEPT OF RETRIBUTION

• In ancient China, during the Zhou dynasty
(approximately 1122 to 771 BC), there was a cult
of Xuan Tian Shang Ti, Supreme Lord of the
Mysterious (or Dark) Heavens.

• Tian was revered as the supreme deity of the
dynasty, which is in charge of moral law. People
believed that the emperor ruled his subjects by
following the will or the mandate of heaven.

• Later, this belief found expression in the political
doctrine of Confucianism. According to the views
of Confucius, who lived in the 6th century BC, the
real might of the state is in the moral character of
its leader. When the ruler loses the favor of
heaven, he loses his subjects' trust and risks falling
victim to a popular revolt or palace coup.



CONCEPT OF RETRIBUTION

• In ancient Egypt, sages also taught
about the eternal cosmic order
established by the supreme God-
creator in the interest of truth and
justice.

• They believed that this order,
immutable to the entire universe, was
based on the law of retribution
governed by the supreme deity Ma’at
who was portrayed as a winged
female being.

• According to the ancient Egyptian
theory of retribution, a wise and
righteous deed leads to beneficial
consequences. In contrast, a foolish
act leads to punishment and possibly
to the perpetrator's destruction.



CONCEPT OF 
RETRIBUTION

• In the biblical tradition, the idea of moral
retribution becomes fundamental. It runs
through all the books of the Bible and binds
the Old and New Testaments together.

• Hebrew sages associate retribution primarily
with people's behavior, whether they adhere
to or deviate from religious and moral
commandments.

• The biblical God reveals those commandmets
to people, which means that their retribution
depends on how obedient they are to the
Divine teachings. Injustice and delusion
inevitably lead to punishment – all sorts of
troubles, the spread of sinfulness, and, in the
end – to hell. Faith and humility, on the other
hand, are rewarded with blessing, salvation,
and paradise.



VARIOUS VISIONS 
OF THE AFTERLIFE

• Spiritual traditions that have been originated in
India, namely, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and
Sikhism, advocate the idea of reincarnation.

• According to the doctrine of reincarnation, at the
moment of death our spiritual self leaves the body
and based on the actions of past lives, returns to
earth to inhibit another physical vessel.

• Some reincarnationists believe that humans can get
reincarnated into lower or higher forms of life,
while others limit the possibility of reincarnation
only to the human body and existence.

• In addition, the doctrine of reincarnation posits that
the wheel of birth and rebirth will be unescapable
until a person achieves spiritual liberation and is no
longer attached to it.



VARIOUS VISIONS 
OF THE AFTERLIFE

• In contrast to Indian-born spiritual traditions, the
monotheistic religions of Abrahamic root –
rabbinic Judaism, Christianity, and Islam – teach
that after death the human soul goes through divine
judgment and, as a result, moves to its spiritual
dwelling either in paradise or the inferno.

• Traditional Christians believe that, following the
example of Jesus, in due time they will also
experience bodily resurrection, and after the Last
Judgment their transformed, spiritualized bodies
will inhabit the Kingdom of Heaven.

• The followers of Judaism and Islam deny the
bodily resurrection of Jesus and argue that after
death the human soul will lead a purely spiritual
existence either in the realm of eternal bliss or
everlasting damnation.



ORTHODOX BELIEFS 
ABOUT THE AFTERLIFE

HEAVEN AND HELL

• Orthodoxy “teaches that Paradise and Hell do not exist

from God’s point of view, but from man’s point of view. It

is a subject of man’s choice and condition.” (Metropolitan

Hierotheos of Nafpaktos)

• Heaven and hell are not physical places in which we spend

all eternity, but an actual state of being when we encounter

the Almighty God of Consuming Fire & Love, which either

causes us to withdraw within ourselves or to reach out and

be healed.

• As states of being, “heaven” and “hell” begin in this life

and continue in the world to come.



CATHOLIC BELIEFS 
ABOUT HEAVEN, HELL, 
AND THE AFTERLIFE

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS (1225 – 1274)

• Distinguished between heaven, hell

(including the limbo of the Fathers or

Abraham’s bosom, and the limbo of

children), and the purgatory

• In Catholic theology, purgatory is an

intermediate state, which is reserved for

those who after physical death must undergo

purification before ascending into heaven



PROTESTANT DOCTRINE 
OF PREDESTINATION

MARTIN LUTHER (1483 – 1546)

• Martin Luther suffered from depression. He could not find peace
of conscience with prayer, fasting, vigils, and confessions – he
felt his sinfulness and guilt. His spiritual crisis was caused by a
craving for certitude about his salvation.

• Catholic theology of retribution stated that the “justice of God”
is the justice by which God punishes the sinners. He
reinterpreted “justice” to mean “justification through faith”:
“The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17).

• “Justice” is not about God’s retribution but about divine
“judgment.” God judges some people to be worthy of salvation
by “uncreated grace.”

• The doctrine of “justification by faith” (predestination) became
the starting point and a cornerstone of the Reformation theology.



PARADOXES OF HEAVEN AND HELL

• The notion of eternal suffering in hell appears
to be incompatible with the belief in the
omniscient, omnipotent, and omnibenevolent
God. How can a finite human being be
deserving an infinite punishment from an all-
loving Creator?

• The ideas of heaven and hell seem to be
incompatible with each other. If you are
going to heaven and your loved ones end up
in hell, your paradise also turns into a place
of eternal damnation.

• If God predestined some people to heaven
and others to hell, and we cannot change
anyone’s destiny, what is the point of being a
morally responsible person?



MORMON BELIEFS 
ABOUT THE AFTERLIFE

GENERAL INFORMATION

• Joseph Smith (1805 – 1844), founder of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day

Saints.

• More than six million members in the

US and more than sixteen million

worldwide (those who have been

baptized and confirmed).

• Scriptural Texts: (1) Book of Mormon

(1830); (2) The Doctrine and Covenants;

(3) The Pearl of Great Price.

HEAVEN AND HELL

• The Celestial Kingdom – only for

Mormons with “sealed marriages;”

• The Terrestrial Kingdom – for good

Christians;

• The Telestial Kingdom – for sinners;

• Outer Darkness – for the sons of

perdition.



AFTERLIFE ACCORDING TO 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

GENERAL INFORMATION

• Charles Taze Russell (1852–1916) is the founder and the first

president of JWs. There are more than 8 million members of

Jehovah’s Witnesses (JW) around the world (2018).

• The tremendous expansion of work into foreign countries: by 1942

JWs were present in 52 countries and by 1961 – in 185 countries.

DOCTRINAL SUMMARY

• JWs believe that human beings were created physically eternal but

not spiritually immortal (“The soul that sinneth, it shall die”

Ezekiel 18:4).

• They believe in the Original Sin the punishment for which was

physical death.

• JWs believe in two forms of resurrection – spiritual rebirth (which

is confined to Christ and the anointed class of 144000 as stated in

Rev. 7:5-8) and physical restoration for the rest of us.



AFTERLIFE ACCORDING TO 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

THE LAST JUDGMENT

• The Second Advent is identified with the

coming of the Kingdom of God on earth.

• The Millennial Kingdom will represent the

Divine Judgment, the time of test based on

people’s attitude and work during the 1000

years. After the Millennium there will be the

final trial and tribulation of the Last Judgment.

• During those days, Satan and his minions will

be let loose before the battle of Armageddon.

• Those who fought against God will encounter

Hell (Hades, Gehenna) and experience the

“second death,” which is literal annihilation.

• The rest will live happily ever after.



BAHÁ’Í TEACHINGS 
ABOUT THE AFTERLIFE

SYMBOLIC DESCRIPTIONS OF 
SPIRITUAL WORLD & AFTERLIFE

• “Know thou of a truth that the soul, after its
separation from the body, will continue to
progress until it attaineth the presence of
God, in a state and condition which neither
the revolution of ages and centuries, nor the
changes and chances of this world, can
alter” (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings LXXXI).

• However, as He explains, “[t]he nature of
the soul after death can never be described,
nor is it meet and permissible to reveal its
whole character to the eyes of men” (Ibid).

• Bahá’u’lláh clarifies the refusal by the
prophets to divulge the “mysteries of man’s
physical death and his return” by adding
that “[w]ere they to be revealed, they would
evoke such fear and sorrow that some
would perish, while others would be so
filled with gladness as to wish for death,
and beseech, with unceasing longing, the
one true God…to hasten their end”
(Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings CLXV).



BAHÁ’Í TEACHINGS 
ABOUT THE AFTERLIFE

SYMBOLIC DESCRIPTIONS OF 
SPIRITUAL WORLD & AFTERLIFE

• The “Bahá’í teachings state that there is no
such physical place as heaven or hell, and
emphasise the eternal journey of the soul
towards perfection. They explain that
references to ‘heaven’ and ‘hell’ in the Holy
Scriptures of other religions are to be
understood symbolically, describing states
of nearness to and distance from God in this
world and in the realms beyond” (The
Human Soul).

• Following this approach, Bahá’u’lláh argues
that many philosophical and theological
terms that in various religions refer to
afterlife should also be reinterpreted rather
as symbolic descriptions of spiritual
realities.

• Similarly, the Bahá’í teachings distinguish
between resurrection, reincarnation, and
immortality of the spirit.
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