
LB:  November 2019

Books with Messages from the Universal House of Justice:

Wellspring of Guidance: Messages 1963-1968. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1970. 
None*

Messages from The Universal House of Justice: 1968-1973. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, 
IL. 1976. 

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. 

A Wider Horizon-Selected Messages of the Universal House of Justice 1983-1992
Palabra Publications. Riviera Beach (now West Palm Beach), Florida. 1992

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009.

Turning Point: Selected Messages of the Universal House of Justice and Supplementary Material 
1996-2006. Palabra Publications. West Palm Beach, Florida. 2006.

Framework for Action: Selected Messages of the Universal House of Justice and Supplementary 
Material 2006-2016. Palabra Publications. West Palm Beach, Florida. 2017. None

*’None’ means no mention of American Indians in the particular book.  
However some messages from more recent years may be available on-line at some point.

Many of the quotations here come from the Universal House of Justice found on the web-
site: https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/

Some may even be listed on the official website of the Universal House of Justice.
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Riḑván 1965 — To the Bahá’ís of the World

… Bahá’í literature has been published in the following eleven new languages: Ibibio-Efik in the 
continent of Africa, Aguacateca, Athabascan, Cariña and Motilon-Yukpa in the continent of 
America, …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19650421_001/1#646789330. 

December 1, 1965 To the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada

We have reviewed your letter on November 8, 1965, concerning Canada’s arctic responsibilities.

Beyond the information you may gather from the relevant passages you are compiling from the 
Writings and communications of the Guardian it should be understood that your objective in the 
Nine Year Plan to teach minority groups includes the teaching of Eskimos.  Although it is of 
great importance for Bahá'ís to be teaching the Cause above the Arctic circle such efforts should 
not jeopardize the overall prosecution of the objectives entrusted to Canada in the Nine Year 
Plan. 

Riḑván 1966 — the Bahá’ís of the World

This is a resounding victory, and in the light of the Master’s statement in the first of the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, “It has often happened that one blessed soul has become the cause of 
the guidance of a nation,” of wonderful portent for the future. Its immediate results are the open-
ing of twenty-four new territories to the Faith, the resettlement of four others, and the consolida-
tion of ninety-three more. The newly opened territories are: Chad and Niger in Africa; Alaskan 
Peninsula, Barbuda, Cayman Islands, Chiloé Island, Providencia Island, Quintana Roo Territory, 
Saba, St. Andrés Island, St. Bahá’ís, St. Kitts-Nevis, St. Lawrence Island, Tierra del Fuego, and 
Turks and Caicos Islands in the Americas; Laccadive Islands and Marmara Island in Asia; Niue 
Island in Australasia; and Bornholm, Capri, Elba, Gotland, Inner Hebrides, and Ischia in Europe.

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19660421_001/1#088546253. 
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March 20, 1967 To the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada

 We were greatly relieved to note in your letter of 24 February, 1967 that your Assembly 
will concentrate on two aspects of homefront teaching which have suffered a decline during the 
opening phase of the Nine Year Plan.  Consolidation of the Indian communities and close atten-
tion to stimulating groups to achieve Assembly status are vital. Both these activities, if pursued 
with determination by your Assembly, will ensure the success of the programme you have adopt-
ed.

April 14, 1967 To the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada 

 This will confirm receipt of your recent cable concerning the formation of Indian Reserve 
Assemblies.  Enclosed is a confirmatory copy of our reply cable granting permission to delay the 
formation of these Assemblies.
 An exception has been made because of the intervention of circumstances beyond your 
control.  However, as you well know, these circumstances emphasize the need of continually 
deepening the believers in these areas so that they will be able to elect their Assemblies on the 
first day of Riḑván each year without assistance from outside the community.

October 15, 1967 — Letter To all National Spiritual Assemblies

The following cable has just been sent to the United States National Spiritual Assembly for pub-
lication in Bahá’í News. Please share it with all friends in your jurisdiction.

HEARTS FILLED PROFOUND GRATITUDE REJOICE ANNOUNCE INAUGURATION 
THIRD PHASE NINE YEAR PLAN THROUGH SUCCESSFUL CONSUMMATION SIX IN-
TERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCES ATTENDED BY 9,200 BELIEVERS INCLUDING 
NEARLY ALL HANDS CAUSE LARGE NUMBER BOARD MEMBERS REPRESENTA-
TIVES ALMOST ALL NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES BAHÁ’Í WORLD OVER 140 TERRITO-
RIES AND HOST OF ASIAN AFRICAN AMERINDIAN TRIBES. INESTIMABLE PRIVI-
LEGE CONFERRED PARTICIPANTS THROUGH VIEWING PORTRAIT ABHÁ BEAUTY. 
SPIRIT HOLY LAND AND ADRIANOPLE CONVEYED SIX DISTINGUISHED REPRE-
SENTATIVES HOUSE JUSTICE. FIRST PRESENTATIONS BEHALF HOUSE JUSTICE 
PROCLAMATION BOOK HEADS OF STATE MADE BEFORE AND DURING CONFER-
ENCE. FRUITFUL DELIBERATIONS HELD PROCLAMATION EXECUTION REMAINING 
GOALS PLAN. SOLIDARITY BAHÁ’Í WORLD FURTHER EVINCED THROUGH INGE-
NIOUS SCHEME TELEPHONIC EXCHANGE GREETINGS ALL SIX CONFERENCES. 
SPIRITUAL POTENCIES THIS NEW PHASE REINFORCED THROUGH FORMAL LAY-
ING BY AMATU’L-BAHÁ OF CORNERSTONE MOTHER TEMPLE LATIN AMERICA.
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https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19671015_001/1#445366400.
April 3, 1970 — To the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada 

 We have considered your letter of March 11, 1970 concerning the difficulties you are ex-
periencing in getting the Indian believers on reservations to hold regular Nineteen Day Feasts.
 In applying instructions about Nineteen Day Feasts, as well as other matters of adminis-
tration, to indigenous believers it is important that the process of weaning them away from the 
old forms should be accomplished gradually so as not to destroy their spirit, and your Assembly 
should not be too rigid in these matters.
 In this connection we refer you to the extracts supplied with our letter re teaching the 
masses.  We have in mind particularly two passages from the Guardian’s letters dated June 30, 
1952 and April 26, 1953. 

The first two paragraphs of the above letter are published in The Compilation of Compilations, 
Vol. 1, #1005, p. 456.

August 1970 — To the Continental Conference in La Paz, Bolivia, and the Oceanic Conference 
in Rose-Hill, Mauritius 

Beloved Friends,
 Our hearts turn with eager expectancy to the twin Conferences now in session in the 
southern hemisphere. Their convocation so shortly after the worldwide commemoration of the 
Centenary of the Martyrdom of the Purest Branch, calls to mind that the promotion and estab-
lishment of the Faith of God have always been through sacrifice and dedicated service. Indeed, 
these very Conferences testify to the creative power, the fruitfulness, the invocation of Divine 
confirmations which result from sacrificial service to the Cause of God. Although both Bolivia 
and Mauritius are mentioned specifically in the Tablets of the Divine Plan, the Cause, even thir-
ty-five years ago, was virtually unknown in those areas; today we witness the holding of these 
historic Conferences.
 Little wonder that South America, whose rulers and presidents were addressed by 
Bahá’u’lláh in His Kitáb-i-Aqdas, of whose indigenous believers the Master, in those Tablets al-
ready referred to, wrote “should they be educated and guided, there can be no doubt that they 
will become so illumined as to enlighten the whole world,” should have exerted a magnetic at-
traction upon a number of ardent souls in the northern continent, eager to serve in so promising a 
field. A band of heroic pioneers, bearing the Message of Bahá’u’lláh, gradually penetrated its 
wide territories, its jungles and mountains. They were followed by others under systematic cru-
sades of two Seven Year Plans and the beloved Guardian’s Ten Year Plan and together they be-
came the spiritual conquerors of that continent. The Latin American communities which arose as 
a result of their pioneer efforts were described by the beloved Guardian as “associates in the exe-
cution” of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Divine Plan. May Maxwell, one of the great heroines of the Faith, at-
tained her longed-for crown of martyrdom in Buenos Aires; Panama became the site of the sixth 
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Mashriqu’l-Adhkár of the Bahá’í world, and La Paz, Bolivia, is now the scene of this Continental 
Conference. 
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19700801_001/1#191462500.  Also: Messages from The Universal House of Justice: 1968-1973. 
Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1976. pp. 54-56.

Note: When the new volume of Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1963-1986 was 
published this passage was rendered slightly differently:  Different text in bold

 Little wonder that South America,...of whose indigenous believers the Master ... wrote 
“should they be educated and guided, there can be no doubt that through the divine teachings 
they will become so illumined as to enlighten the whole world," should have exerted a magnetic 
attraction upon a number of ardent souls in the northern continent, eager to serve in so promising 
a field.  

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. pp. 170-172.

May 1971 — Message to the Caribbean Conference

To the Friends of God gathered in the Caribbean Conference 

 The Americas have been a melting pot and a meeting place for the race of men, and the 
need is acute for the fulfillment of God’s promises of the realization of the oneness of mankind. 
Particularly do the Master and the Guardian point to the Afro-Americans and the Amerindians, 
two great ethic groups whose spiritual powers will be released through their response to the Cre-
ative Word.

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1965-1986. The Third Epoch of the Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL.  1996. 97.3 p. 200.

September 1971 — To the Friends of God assembled in the Conference of the North Pacific 
Ocean 

 Since that time National Spiritual Assemblies have also been firmly established in Korea 
and Taiwan. 
 Hokkaido, the site of this Conference, first heard of the Teachings less than fifteen years 
ago, and the first aboriginal peoples of this land accepted Bahá’u’lláh just over a decade ago. 
Now you are the witnesses to the beginnings of a rapid increase in the number of believers. Peo-
ples in other islands and lands of the North Pacific, including the Ryukyus, Guam, the Trust Ter-
ritories, the western shores of Canada and Alaska and the Aleutians are also enrolling under the 
banner of the Most Great Name, and next Riḑván yet another pillar of the Universal House of 
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Justice is to be raised in Micronesia. We are heartened at the prospect that from the indigenous 
peoples of this vast oceanic area—the Ainu, the Japanese, the Chinese, the Koreans, the Oki-
nawans, the Micronesians, the American Indians, the Eskimos, and the Aleuts—vast numbers 
will soon enter the Faith …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19710901_002/1#931899613.

March 19, 1972 —To the Beloved of God gathered in the Conference called on the occasion of 
the Dedication of the Mother Temple of Latin American

 With praise and gratitude to God the whole Bahá’í world acclaims the dedication of the 
Mother Temple of Latin America, an edifice which glorifies the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh at that 
point where the beloved Master asserted, ‘the Occident and the Orient find each other united 
through the Panama Canal,” where “The teachings, once established …, will unite East and the 
West, the North and the South.”
 This historic project, in a hemisphere of infinite spiritual potentiality, fulfills one of the 
most important goals of the Nine Year Plan, and brings untold joy to the hearts of the friends in 
every land. Privileged are they who share in the raising of this glorious Silent Teacher with deeds 
of loving generosity and sacrifice. A crown to the labors of all those who have driven to establish 
the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh in Latin America, this Mashriqu’l-Adhkár, the rallying point for the 
Bahá’ís of those lands, whether they are of the blessed Indian peoples or represent the other races 
whose diversity enriches the nations of that hemisphere, will be a fountainhead of spiritual con-
formations, and this mighty achievement will endow the Bahá’í Community with new and 
greater capacities, enabling the friends in Latin American, and particularly in this privileged land 
of Panama, to win victories that will eclipse all their past achievements. 

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. 108.1 & 2. pp. 210-211.

18 May 1972 — Bahá’í Unity Conference in Ganado, Arizona

Beloved Friends,
 Praise be to the Almighty that you have gathered in that beautiful spot in a spirit of love 
and harmony for the purpose of strengthening the bonds of unity between yourselves and among 
all men.
 The All-Wise Creator of earth and heaven has from the beginning which has no begin-
ning sent to His peoples Divine Messengers to guide them to the Straight Path. These Wise Ones 
have come to establish the unity of the Kingdom in human hearts. This great evolutionary 
process of building the organic unity of the human race has entered a new stage with this mighty 
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message of Bahá'u'lláh. His voice is the voice of the Great Spirit. His love for humankind is the 
force of the New Age.
 He who sends the rain, who causes the sun and the stars to shine, the rivers to flow, the 
winds to blow and the earth to give forth her bounties has in this Great Day sent to all mankind 
Bahá'u'lláh. It is this Great One who has opened the door of divine knowledge to every soul. It is 
His teachings that will establish world unity and bring about universal peace.
The people of the world are the tools in His hand. They must strive to understand His message 
and to walk in the path of His divine guidance. Every human being is responsible in this day to 
seek the truth for himself and thereafter to live according to that wise counsel. The old ones have 
all longed for this sweet message. Praise God that you have found it.
 Now awakened to new wisdom, now guided to the straight path, now illumined with this 
mighty message, strive you day and night to guide and assist the thirsty ones in all lands to the 
ever-flowing fountain, the wandering ones to this fortress of certainty, the ignorant ones to this 
source of knowledge and the seekers to that One for whom their hearts long.
 May your consultation reach so high a level of endeavor and purpose that the Great One 
will open before your faces the doors of the paradise of wisdom and love and cause the light of 
the Abhá Beauty to shine in your midst.

With loving Bahá'í greetings,

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. pp. 217-218

May 25, 1975 — To all National Spiritual Assemblies

 A fifth of the span allotted to the Five Year Plan has run its course and we have passed a 
major milestone in the destinies of that Plan. It is appropriate for every National Spiritual As-
sembly to pause in order to appraise its position, and that of the community which it represents 
and serves, and to determine its progress in relation to the goals with which it stands identified.
 To help each National Spiritual Assembly in this appraisal we send you the following 
statement which, under various headings, outlines the impressions we have gathered and com-
ments we are prompted to make on the prosecution of certain goals of the Plan. Although some 
of the items may not be directly applicable to you, you may find them of interest. Each National 
Spiritual Assembly should determine, in the light of the goals assigned to it, to what extent each 
of our observations is applicable to its work.  
… 
Reaching Remote Areas—an Immediate Challenge
 At the same time there is a challenge of great urgency facing the worldwide Bahá’í com-
munity. When launching the Ten Year Crusade, Shoghi Effendi urged the believers to “carry the 
torch of the Faith to regions so remote, so backward, so inhospitable that neither the light of 
Christianity or Islam has, after the revolution of centuries, as yet penetrated.” A number of such 
regions still exist in places like New Guinea, the heart of Africa and the Amazon Basin in South 

	 7



LB:  November 2019

America. As the influence of civilization spreads, the age-old ways of life of the inhabitants of 
these regions will inevitably perish, and they will rapidly be infected with the materialistic ideas 
of a decadent civilization. It is our pressing duty to carry the Message of Bahá’u’lláh to such 
people while they are still pure hearted and receptive, and through it to prepare them for the 
changed world which will come upon them.

Teaching Tribal Peoples and Minorities

 In addition to the tribes in these remote regions of the world, there are tribes and minori-
ties who still live in their traditional ways in the midst of other cultures. All too often such peo-
ples are despised and ignored by the nations among whom they dwell, but we should seek them 
out, teach them the Cause of God, and enrich through their membership the Bahá’í communities 
of the lands in which they live. So important is this goal that each National Spiritual Assembly 
should study the requirements for teaching each of the different tribes and groups within its area, 
appoint a committee for this purpose—even a special committee for each tribe or minority where 
this is feasible and desirable—and launch a series of well-conceived, far-reaching campaigns to 
bring about the enrollment of these peoples within the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh, and the establish-
ment among them of the Bahá’í Administrative Order. 

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19750525_001/1#991922934. Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. 
The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996.  162.1, 
162.2  & 162.7,  pp. 300-302

July 1976 — Message to the International Teaching Conference, Helsinki, Finland

To the Followers of Bahá’u’lláh gathered at the International Teaching Conference in Helsinki

 The followers of the Blessed perfection gathered in Helsinki must direct their attention to 
the urgent tasks of the second half of the Five Year Plan: to the reopening of Spitzbergen; the 
winning of the 34 Local Spiritual Assemblies still to be formed in Greenland, Iceland, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark and Finland; the acceleration of the translation and publication of Bahá’í liter-
ature; the foreign of still closer links of collaboration with the Bahá’í communities of Alaska, 
Canada, and in the continent of Europe; the enlistment under the banner of Bahá’u’lláh of in-
creasing numbers of the Eskimo, Lapp and Gypsy peoples; and the pursuit of the vital and chal-
lenging objectives of the Plan beyond the frontiers of their homelands.

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19760701_002/1#336751634   Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 
1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 
1996. 171.4. pp. 326-327.
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July 1976 — Message to the International Teaching Conference Anchorage, Alaska.

 Sixty years ago ‘Abdu’l-Bahá summoned the valiant North American believers to open 
the remote and inhospitable regions which form the climatic frontiers of the Arctic and the sub-
Arctic. The full implementation of His wish had to be postponed for some years, until, under the 
leadership of His beloved grandson, well-grounded administrative bases were established from 
which Bahá’í crusaders could set out in conquest of these prized and virgin lands.
 As early as 1915, however, we see a first wave of itinerant teachers and short-time set-
tlers directing their steps towards Alaska in an attempt to open it to the light of Bahá’u’lláh. This 
was followed by a second wave of determined pioneers and spiritual conquerors who, ever since 
the first Seven Year Plan, demonstrated their exemplary enthusiasm and caused “the breezes … 
of the love of God” to “perfume the nostrils of the inhabitants” of that “vast country.” In Canada, 
in response to the Master’s call, a succession of homefront pioneers settled and opened the length 
and breadth of their land, so rich in promise “whether from a material or a spiritual standpoint,” 
and whose destiny is to “become the object of the glance of Providence.” To the fringes of 
Greenland North American and European pioneers brought the light of God’s Faith, and provided 
the means for the fire of His love to be kindled in that land, in anticipation of the day when it will 
become “a divine rose garden and a heavenly paradise.” Iceland, specifically mentioned by ‘Ab-
du’l-Bahá in the Tablets of the Divine Plan, was opened and consolidated, and has, through the 
warm response of its inhabitants to the Call of God, undoubtedly become one of the shining bea-
cons of the “lights of the Most Great Guidance” in the North.
 As a result of these movements and organized activities, the call of the Kingdom reached 
“the ears of the Eskimos,” and the divine spark was struck in their lands. Praise be to God, today 
there are many who justly belong to the rank of heroes from among that noble race, and whose 
hearts are burning with His love. Upon the zeal and endurance of these enkindled believers will 
depend the early fulfillment of the Master’s glowing promises. The teaching work among the In-
dians of the northern lands of the Western Hemisphere has likewise borne rich fruit, as tribe upon 
tribe has been enlisted under the banner of Bahá’u’lláh. Whether in Alaska’s southeastern islands 
and rugged mountains, or in Canada’s huge Indian reserves from the west to the east, many 
Amerindian believers have arisen to serve the Cause, and through their joint efforts, their sacrifi-
cial endeavors and distinctive talents they bid fair to accelerate the dawn of the day when they 
will be so “illumined as to enlighten the whole world.”
 Many are the goals which now challenge the peoples of the North under the Five Year 
Plan: encouraging and educating the children and stimulating and guiding the youth; a wider par-
ticipation of women in Bahá’í services; a greater assumption by the indigenous inhabitants of 
these regions of responsibilities in the leadership and administration of the community; a bolder 
proclamation of the Faith by radio and television; and a more far-flung and intensified campaign 
of teaching, audaciously conceived by National Spiritual Assemblies and their agencies and vig-
orously executed by Local Spiritual Assemblies and individual believers, aiming at a vast in-
crease in the number of adherents to the Faith from every segment of society, a multiplication of 
Bahá’í administrative institutions, and a richer and more diverse range of publications in all me-
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dia. What will set the seal on the success of the Plan and pave the way for the long-awaited and 
divinely promised glories of the future, is a mightier effort by every supporter of the Most Great 
Name in those climes to increasingly deepen themselves in the teachings, to pour forth their sub-
stance in the path of His love, to resolve to conform their personal lives to the high standards set 
in His teachings, and to undertake more daring tasks however great the sacrifice, and more ex-
tensive travels however arduous the voyage. In this wise will they draw nearer to the Spirit of 
Bahá’u’lláh and become true and radiant signs of His Most Great Guidance. These are the tasks! 
This is the work!
 We pray at the Sacred Threshold that the Bahá’ís of the North may in the not-too-distant 
future transform the Arctic into that spiritual rose garden and heavenly paradise longed and 
yearned for by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and that its peoples may be bountifully blessed and lovingly guid-
ed in their selfless services to promote the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh. 

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19760701_001/1#583487367.  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 
1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 
1996. pp. 328-329

January 1977 — Message to the International Teaching Conference, Bahia, Brazil

Noteworthy progress has been achieved in many fields of service throughout the South American 
Bahá'í community, particularly in attracting to the Cause large numbers of its indigenous peo-
ples. But myriads of pure-hearted souls have not yet heard the clarion call of Bahá'u'lláh and 
hungrily await the spiritual nourishment that only His followers can give them. 

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19770101_002/1#488204542  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. 
The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. 185.5, p. 
354

February 1977 — Message to the International Teaching Conference, Mérida, Mexico 

To the Followers of Bahá’u’lláh gathered at the International Teaching Conference in Mérida, 
Mexico 

…
 The convening of this Conference in the Republic of Mexico, in the capital city of a state 
that was once an important part of the great Indian empire, provides a unique opportunity to ini-
tiate what may well become the widespread reawakening of a people whose ancestors more than 
1,200 years ago developed one of the most brilliant pre-Columbian civilizations know to modern 
man.  These present-day descendants, Many of whom have already embraced the Faith of 
Bahá’u’lláh and how consider the Yucatán Peninsula and the seacoast lowlands and rugged spine 
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of mountains joining North and South American to be their homeland, are among the very people 
mentioned by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in His Tablets of the Divine Plan as having a great destiny once they 
have accepted His Father’s Cause. Here, too, and throughout Middle America, are those whose 
forefathers came from the Iberian Peninsula, Africa, and the Far East linking the Old with the 
New World.
 Conscious of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s impassioned plea to promulgate the oneness of mankind to 
a spiritually impoverished humanity, a handful of itinerant Bahá’í teachers  set forth four decades 
ago, traversed the land bridge connecting the two continents of the Western Hemisphere and car-
ried the healing Message of Bahá’u’lláh to the Spanish-American Republics. Their dedicated ef-
forts were rewarded when, in 1938, the first Local Spiritual Assembly in Latin America was 
formed in Mexico City. This initial triumph at the inception of the first of the teaching plans for-
mulated by Shoghi Effendi spearheaded other victories leading to the formation of two, then of 
four Regional Spiritual Assemblies and ultimately to the establishment of National Spiritual As-
semblies in each of the republics of Latin American and in the islands of the Caribbean.
 Praiseworthy indeed were these achievements but the Bahá’í communities of Central 
American and the West Indies must not be content to rest on these laurels. The beloved Guardian 
during the last months of his precious life continually urged the friends of Latin American to pur-
sue what he described as “the paramount task”, the teaching work. How much more does that 
injunction apply today! In less than thirty months, approximately 900 groups and isolated centers 
and over 400 Local Spiritual Assemblies must be added to those already existing in the mainland 
and island nations of Middle America!
 To accomplish this challenging task, intensive effort to attract new believers, be they 
black, brown, red or white, from all strata of society, must be exerted. Hand in hand with this en-
deavor, particularly in local communities, goes the development of the distinctive character of 
Bahá’í life. Prompt attention must also be given to the acquisition of local Hazíratu’l-Quds and 
endowments; and the translation and publication of Bahá’í literature, especially in indigenous 
languages, must be accelerated.
 Dear friends, if at the close of the Five Year Plan we are to witness the ensigns of victory 
lifted high, the wholehearted support of the followers of Bahá’u’lláh must be enlisted now and 
their energies systematically channeled into areas most in need. We cherish the hope that at the 
final Conference the friends will arise with enthusiasm and determination not only to win the 
remaining goals of the Plan but to carry out Shoghi Effendi’s injunction to win the allegiance of 
members of the various tribes of American Indians to the Cause, thereby hastening the period 
prophesied by the Master when Indian peoples of American would become a source of spiritual 
illumination to the world. 
 Our hearts, our hopes and our prayers will be with you during all the days of your delib-
erations. May Bahá’u’lláh inspire each and every one of you. 

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19770201_001/1#277774560.  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 
1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 
1996.  pp. 355-357.
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Naw-Rúz 1980 — To the Bahá’ís of the World

 … In addition significant gains have been made in the Bahá’í radio operation in South America, 
where short wave transmission has greatly extended the range of Radio Bahá’í in Otavalo, 
Ecuador, and where a new station is being established in Puno, in Peru, on the shores of Lake 
Titicaca.  …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19800321_001/1#843535649.

November 3, 1980 — To the Bahá’ís of the World

 One of the greatest sources of consolation for the Universal House of Justice amid the 
tribulations of the past twelve years, has been the establishment and growth of the Continental 
Boards of Counselors, and the assistance that this institution has been rendering, in ever-increas-
ing measure, to the sound development of the worldwide Bahá’í community. WE cannot pay too 
high a tribute to the indefatigable labors of the devoted souls who have been called upon to 
shoulder this onerous responsibility, and who have followed with such fidelity the path of self-
sacrificing service that has been ablaze for them by the beloved Hands of the Cause of God.
 In June 1979 we are moved to announce that the duration of the terms of office of Conti-
nental Counselors would be five years, to start on the Day of the Covenant of this year.
 Those who are now appointed as Counselors to serve on the Continental Boards for the 
next five years are: …
The Americas: …Mrs. Lauretta King (Tlingit)…

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19801103_001/1#709382811. Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. 
The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996.  267.1 & 
267.3b. pp. 464-465

May 15, 1982 — Passing of Amoz Gibson, Member of the Universal House of Justice

To National Spiritual Assemblies

WITH SORROWFUL HEARTS LAMENT LOSS OUR DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER 
AMOZ GIBSON WHO PASSED AWAY AFTER PROLONGED HEROIC STRUGGLE FATAL 
ILLNESS.  EXEMPLARY SELF-SACRIFICING PROMOTER FAITH ACHIEVED BRIL-
LIANT UNBLEMISHED RECORD CONSTANT SERVICE FOUNDED ON ROCK-LIKE 
STAUNCHNESS AND DEEP INSATIABLE LOVE FOR TEACHING WORK PARTICULAR-
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LY AMONG INDIAN AND BLACK MINORITIES WETERN HEMISPHERE AND INDIGE-
NOUS PEOPLES AFRICA …

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. pp. 541-542.

September 2, 1982 — Message to the International Conference in Montreal, Canada—3-5 Sep-
tember 1982

 Less than a score of years remain until the end of this century which the Master called 
‘the century of light,’ and He clearly foresaw that ere its termination an advanced stage would 
have been reached in the striving towards the political, racial, and religious unity of the peoples 
of the world, unfolding new horizons in scientific accomplishments, universal undertakings and 
world solidarity. The calls of the Master and the Guardian plainly summon the Bahá’ís of the 
Americas to prodigies of proclamation, of teaching and of service. The American melting pot of 
people needs the unifying power of the new Faith of God to achieve its fusion. The representa-
tive character of the Bahá’í community should therefore be reinforced through the attraction, 
conversion and support of an ever-growing number of new believers from the diverse elements 
constituting the population of that vast mainland and particularly from among Indians and Eski-
mos about whose future the Master wrote in such glowing terms.  In the glorious freedom which 
enables you to proclaim, to teach and confirm, to educate and deepen yourselves and others in 
the verities of the Faith, you have precious opportunities of service denied to many of your fel-
low believers elsewhere. …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19820902_002/1#163649762.  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 
1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 
1996.  340.3, pp. 560-561.

October 23, 1983 — Passing of Continental Counselor Raúl Pavón

To all National Spiritual Assemblies 

DEEPLY DEPLORE LOSS ZEALOUS SERVANT CAUSE BAHÁ’U’LLÁH RAÚL PAVÓN 
DISTINGUISHED PROMOTER FAITH AND INDEFATIGABLE WORKER IN TEACHING 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF LATIN AMERICAN. …

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. p. 604.
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Riḑván 1984 — To the Bahá’ís of the World

 …Immediately following the International Convention last Riḑván, two new radio sta-
tions will make their inaugural broadcasts this year, namely Radio Bahá’í of Bolivia, at Caracol-
lo, and WLGI the Bahá’í radio station at the Louis Gregory Institute in the United States. 

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19840421_001/1#957159557  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. 
The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. 394.3, p. 
622.  Also in: A Wider Horizon-Selected Messages of the Universal House of Justice 1983-1992 
Palabra Publications. Riviera Beach (now West Palm Beach), Florida. 1992. p. 19.

Riḑván 1984 — To the Bahá’ís of the United States

 At the same time you made steady progress in the field of teaching. The number of Local 
Assemblies adopting extension teaching goals increased considerably; the native American be-
lievers became more active in propagation and administration of the Faith, a truly heartwarming 
development underscored by their participation in the successful Trail of Light Project and by the 
inauguration of the Southwest Bahá’í Institute on the Navajo Reservation; the initiatives taken to 
teach among various other minorities, including the Asian and Hispanic peoples, enriched the 
diversity of your membership; the cross-border teaching projects undertaken in collaboration 
with Alaska, Canada and Mexico were productive.
 It now remains for your valiant community during the two years of this last phase of the 
Seven Year Plan to complete all that are left from the goals entrusted to you in the previous phas-
es. In doing so, you should also give particular attention to the following requisites:
 Give special attention to expanding the teaching work among Native Americans with the 
intention of preparing the way for the eventual launching on one or 2 reservations of pilot 
projects of social and economic development which, in addition to assisting those involved, may 
serve as models for other areas; 
 Intensify teaching activities among significant minorities, and provide effective means for 
the integration of all believers into the life of the Bahá’í communities;
 Carry forward the efforts already initiated to extend the use of travel teachers on the 
homefront;
 Continue to carry out cross-border teaching campaigns and other mutually beneficial 
projects in collaboration with the National Spiritual Assemblies of Canada and Mexico.

A Wider Horizon-Selected Messages of the Universal House of Justice 1983-1992
Palabra Publications. Riviera Beach (now West Palm Beach), Florida. 1992. p. 24 & 28.
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October 24, 1985 — Appointment of Continental Boards of Counselors

To the Bahá’ís of the World
 It gives us great happiness to announce the membership of the Continental Boards of 
Counselors as from the Day of the Covenant, 26 November 1985. The number of Counselors has 
been increased from 63 to 72 and adjustments have been made in their geographical distribution 
in consonance with the development of the Faith around the world …
 The membership of Continental Board of Counselors as now appointed is:
…
 The Americas …Mrs. Lauretta King, …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19851024_001/1#500347360.  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 
1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 
1996. 439.1, 439.2, 439.3b. pp. 496-497.

March 12, 1986 — Passing of Angus Cowan, Continental Counselor

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Canada

HEARTS GRIEF-STRICKEN PASSING OUTSTANDING PROMOTER CAUSE ANGUS 
COWAN. HIS SERVICES AS PREEMINENT BAHÁ’Í TEACHER OF INDIAN PEOPLES, 
HIS UNCEASING LABORS THROUGHOUT LONG YEARS DEVOTION RANGED FROM 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES TO AUXILIARY BOARD AND 
BOARD COUNSELORS. 

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. The Third Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. p. 723.

Riḑván 1986 — To the Bahá’ís of the World 
…

 This progress has accelerated notably during the Seven Year Plan, witnessed by the 
achievement of many important enterprises throughout the Bahá’í world and vital developments 
at the heart of the Cause itself … the opening of more than 16,000 new localities and representa-
tion within the Bahá’í community of 300 new tribes; …the initiation of 737 new social and eco-
nomic development projects; the addition of three radio stations, with three more soon to be in-
augurated—these stand out as conspicuous achievements in a Plan which will be remembered as 
having set the seal on the third epoch of the Formative Age.
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https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19860421_001/1#421680007. Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1963-1986. 
The Third Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996.  456.1, 
456.2, p. 724

June 15, 1987 — Plight of the Indigenous and Aboriginal Peoples

To two individual Bahá'ís

Dear Bahá’í Friends,
 Your letter of 11 April 1987, signed by yourselves, … , and … , has been received by the 
Universal House of Justice, and we have been instructed to convey the following response to 
you.
 The House of Justice is deeply concerned at the plight of so many of the indigenous and 
aboriginal peoples in various parts of the world who have been denied their rights as a conse-
quence of actions by oppressive majorities. Such inequities and injustices are to be found in 
many countries. The purpose of the coming of Bahá’u’lláh is to lift the yoke of oppression from 
His loved ones, to liberate all the people of the world, and to provide the means for their abiding 
happiness.
 The Bahá’í approach to resolution of the manifold problems affecting human society rests 
upon the assertion by Bahá’u’lláh that these ills are but various symptoms and side effects of the 
basic disease, which the Divine Physician has diagnosed to be disunity. Bahá’u’lláh has made it 
abundantly clear that the first step essential for the health and harmony of the whole of mankind 
is its unification. He says, “The well-being of mankind, its peace and security are unattainable 
unless and until its unity is firmly established” (The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 203). By 
contrast, the approach of most people is the exact opposite: their concentration is on attempts to 
remedy the multitude of ills besetting mankind, with the expectation that the resolution of these 
problems will lead ultimately to unity.
 This unity can only be achieved through the spreading of the Faith and the building up of   
the World Order of Bahá’u’lláh. Bahá’u’lláh states in Gleanings, Section 120: 

 That which the Lord hath ordained as the sovereign remedy and mightiest instrument for   
 the healing of all the world is the union of all its peoples in one universal Cause, one   
 common Faith. This can in no wise be achieved except through the power of a skilled,   
 an all-powerful and inspired Physician. This, verily, is the truth, and all else naught but  
  error. 

 As Shoghi Effendi states in The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 34:  
 What else, might we confidently affirm, but the unreserved acceptance of the Divine  
 Program enunciated, with such simplicity and force as far back as sixty years ago, by  
 Bahá’u’lláh, embodying in its essentials God’s divinely appointed scheme for the  
 unification of mankind in this age, coupled with an indomitable conviction in the  
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 unfailing efficacy  of each and all of its provisions, is eventually capable of withstanding  
 the forces of internal disintegration which, if unchecked, must needs continue to eat into  
 the vitals of a despairing society.…
 Such an effort is frequently misunderstood by others who feel that the Bahá’ís are not 
concentrating on solving the immediate and pressing problems. This concern was addressed by 
the House of Justice in a letter written on 19 November 1974 to a National Spiritual Assembly:  
  
 Bahá’ís are often accused of holding aloof from the “real problems” of their fellow-men. 
 But when we hear this accusation let us not forget that those who make it are usually  
 idealistic materialists to whom material good is the only “real” good, whereas we know 
 that the working of the material world is merely a reflection of spiritual conditions and 
 until the spiritual conditions can be changed there can be no lasting change for the better  
 in material affairs. 

 We should also remember that most people have no clear concept of the sort of world 
they wish to build, nor how to go about building it. Even those who are concerned to improve 
conditions are therefore reduced to combating every apparent evil that takes their attention. Will-
ingness to fight against evils, whether in the form of conditions or embodied in evil men, has 
thus become for most people the touchstone by which they judge a person’s moral worth. 
Bahá’ís, on the other hand, know the goal they are working towards and know what they must 
do, step by step, to attain it. Their whole energy is directed towards the building of the good, a 
good which has such a positive strength that in the face of it the multitude of evils—which are in 
essence negative—will fade away and be no more. To enter into the quixotic tournament of de-
molishing one by one the evils in the world is, to a Bahá’í, a vain waste of time and effort. His 
whole life is directed towards proclaiming the Message of Bahá’u’lláh, reviving the spiritual life 
of his fellow-men, uniting them in a divinely created World Order, and then, as that Order grows 
in strength and influence, he will see the power of that Message transforming the whole human 
society and progressively solving the problems and removing the injustices which have so long 
bedeviled the world.
 It is contrary to Bahá’í principles for a believer to resort to partisan political action in as-
serting his rights or in seeking to obtain justice. It would be quite wrong for a Bahá’í to take up 
arms for a cause he or she believes to be just; such an action would be a direct contradiction of 
the aims of the Faith and of its laws. Believers are enjoined to deepen themselves more fully in 
the principles of world order expounded by Shoghi Effendi in his writings, so that they will 
gradually come to understand the underlying cause of the oppression of minorities, as well as the 
spiritual forces released by Bahá’u’lláh and animating the work of the Bahá’í community in la-
boriously erecting and perfecting the administrative institutions which are the means by which 
justice is being established in the world.
 Bahá’ís are free to work within the existing political and legal system. There is no objec-
tion to any Bahá’í’s making a legal claim to property or rights through the courts or administra-
tive agencies to which he has access.
 With the emergence of the Faith from obscurity, there are increasing opportunities to 
bring Bahá’í principles to the attention of governments and to offer advice in the promotion of 
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human rights. It is essential that such endeavors be carried out under the aegis of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. The believers are free to make suggestions to their National Assemblies or to 
recommend a course of action, but they must trust in the wisdom of their National Spiritual As-
semblies to decide whether or not such action is appropriate.
 The House of Justice hopes the above makes clear the Bahá’í position on the important 
issue raised in your letter. We are asked to assure you that prayers will be offered at the Sacred 
Threshold for all those concerned with this distressing problem.

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19870615_001/1#971206037. Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. 
The Fourth Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 1996. (2009) 
#29 pp. 55-58.

January 14, 1988 — Indigenous Rights and Self-Determination

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the Mariana Islands

Dear Bahá’í Friends,
 Your letter of 25 November 1987 to the United Nations Office of the Bahá’í International 
Community concerning the issues of “indigenous rights” and “self-determination” was passed to 
the Universal House of Justice, which has instructed us to convey the following reply.
 With the coming of Bahá’u’lláh and the emphasis that His Revelation gives to the one-
ness of mankind, it is inevitable that peoples in all parts of the world who once seemed dormant 
or who have suffered discrimination would rise to assert their place in society. As with so many 
fundamental social issues, those concerning “indigenous rights” and “self-determination” find, 
for Bahá’ís, their proper expression and resolution within the context of the principle of the one-
ness of mankind. However, as is often the case, such issues are expressed in political forms 
which are unacceptable to Bahá’ís, who conscientiously avoid partisanship, subversion, and the 
corrupt attitudes and involvements associated with politics. At the same time, it is recognized 
that important issues of society fall within the province of government and perforce engage polit-
ical processes currently in practice. Increasingly, as the Faith emerges from obscurity the Bahá’í 
community will find itself compelled to assist in finding solutions to the social problems afflict-
ing humanity; it will have to be wise in its actions to avoid the pitfalls of politics.
 Generally, the wisest course for the Bahá’í community in controversial situations is to 
remain uninvolved; however, at times when primary Bahá’í principles are at the heart of an issue, 
the decision of the National Assembly concerned should not necessarily be to observe silence 
but, rather, to take action which rises above the partisan political manifestations of the controver-
sy. The Assembly may, for instance, present its own statement to the authorities, setting forth its 
views on essential issues on the basis of principle, letting the circumstances determine how the 
principle is best to be applied. If you feel that such action would be appropriate in the situation 
you face with respect to the issues raised in your letter, you may wish to draft such a statement, 
but before releasing it, kindly check with the World Center.
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 Concerning indigenous rights, it stands to reason that indigenous people are entitled to all 
the human rights accorded other peoples. For example, they should be guaranteed the full rights 
of citizenship, and all acts of discrimination against them, which may have developed over the 
years, should be eliminated. At the same time, it would be unseemly for the demands for their 
rights to make, on the basis of their indigenousness, a special claim to exclusive rights and privi-
leges which exceed the necessity to redress injustices. The Bahá’í attitude on such questions 
should be guided by Bahá’u’lláh’s teaching that “The earth is but one country, and mankind its 
citizens.” Thus it should be borne in mind that while upholding indigenous rights may well de-
serve the support of the Bahá’ís, often the viewpoints of those claiming such rights are so cir-
cumscribed and narrow that Bahá’ís find it difficult to wholeheartedly subscribe to them.
The United Nations Office of the Bahá’í International Community will send you the statements 
requested in your letter.

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19880114_001/1#489600590. Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. 
The Fourth Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. pp. 79-80

May 19, 1988 — Appointment of International Teaching Center Members

To all National Spiritual Assemblies

REJOICE ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENT COUNSELOR MEMBERS INTERNATIONAL 
TEACHING CENTER FOR FIVE-YEAR TERM BEGINNING 23 MAY 1988:… MRS. LAU-
RETTA KING…

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. pp. 86.

June 16, 1988 — New Members of the Universal House of Justice, International Teaching Cen-
ter, and Continental Boards of Counselors 

To the Bahá’ís of the World

 Recent events have given rise to eleven vacancies in the membership of the Continental 
Boards of Counselors. … Mrs. Lauretta King and …have been appointed as Counselor members 
of the International Teaching Center.

 We now have great happiness in announcing the appointment of the following believers 
as continental Counselors:
… The Americas: …Mrs. Jacqueline Delahunt
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Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. 54.1 & 54.3. pp. 92-93.

July 25, 1988 — The Importance of Reaching Out to Native Communities

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Canada

Dear Bahá’í Friends,
 Your letter of 30 March 1988 has been received by the Universal House of Justice and we 
have been asked to respond as follows.
 It is abundantly evident, from innumerable passages in Bahá’u’lláh’s Revelation, that His 
Message is intended for the whole of mankind and that every nation and race in human society 
should regard Him as a Manifestation of God Whose teachings are directed to their upliftment 
and happiness. He has written that “The summons and the message which We gave were never 
intended to reach or to benefit one land or one people only.” The people of minority backgrounds 
who have experienced oppression and subjugation might well contemplate the words of 
Bahá’u’lláh in which He states that “The Ancient Beauty hath consented to be bound with chains 
that mankind may be released from its bondage, and hath accepted to be made a prisoner within 
this most mighty Stronghold that the whole world may attain unto true liberty.” The Bahá’í 
community should regard itself as having been commissioned by Bahá’u’lláh to deliver His 
Message to the whole of humankind, in obedience to His injunction to “Proclaim the Cause of 
thy Lord unto all who are in the heavens and on the earth.” Such considerations should guide the 
Canadian Bahá’í community in disabusing the Native people of the misconception that the 
Bahá’í Faith represents one of the “outside agencies” which are perceived as not having the best 
interests of the Native community at heart.
 Your letter raises the issue of cultural diversity within the Bahá’í community. The Faith 
seeks to maintain cultural diversity while promoting the unity of all peoples. Indeed, such diver-
sity will enrich the tapestry of human life in a peaceful world society. The House of Justice sup-
ports the view that in every country the cultural traditions of the people should be observed with-
in the Bahá’í community as long as they are not contrary to the Teachings. The general attitude 
of the Faith towards the traditional practices of various peoples is expressed in the following 
statement of Shoghi Effendi’s, published in The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, U.S. 1982 edition, 
pages 41–42.  
 “Let there be no misgivings as to the animating purpose of the worldwide Law of  

Bahá’u’lláh…. It does not ignore, nor does it attempt to suppress, the diversity of 
ethnical origins, of climate, of history, of languages and tradition, of thought and habit, 
that differentiate the peoples and nations of the world….Its watchword is unity in 
diversity such as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá Himself has explained: “Consider the flowers of a 
garden….Diversity of hues, form and shape enrich and adorneth the garden, and 
heighteneth the effect thereof….”

Of course, many cultural elements everywhere inevitably will disappear or be merged 
with related ones from their societies, yet the totality will achieve that promised diversity within 
world unity. We can expect much cultural diversity in the long period before the emergence of a 
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world commonwealth of nations in the Golden Age of Bahá’u’lláh’s new world order. Much 
wisdom and tolerance will be required, and much time must elapse until the advent of that great 
day.
 A Bahá’í community in a Native area of Canada, seeking to maintain the distinctive fea-
tures of the Native culture, must doubtless find it on many occasions confronted with the ques-
tion of whether or not it should participate in traditional activities, such as festivals, which may 
be regarded as having a religious origin long ago…
 When a Spiritual Assembly is faced with questions of possible conflict between tribal 
practices and Bahá’í law, it should distinguish between aspects of tribal community life which 
are related to fundamental laws (such as monogamy) and matters of lesser importance, from 
which the friends can and should extricate themselves gradually. Furthermore, the House of Jus-
tice has offered the advice that the institutions of the Faith should be careful not to press the 
friends to arbitrarily discard those local traditions which are harmless and often colorful charac-
teristics of particular peoples and tribes. Were a new Bahá’í suddenly to cease following the cus-
toms of his people, it is possible that they might misunderstand the true nature of the Bahá’í 
Faith, and the Bahá’ís could be regarded as having turned against the traditions of the land. 
However, Bahá’ís should exercise vigilance, with the aid of the institutions of the Faith, to avoid 
inadvertent involvement in events which appear at first sight to be purely cultural and traditional 
in nature, but which are, in fact, held as a cover for politically oriented gatherings. The weaning 
away of the Bahá’ís from customs and traditions which have been established among communi-
ties for centuries takes time and is a gradual process. While an Assembly should avoid rigidity in 
these matters, it should also not compromise when the interests of the Faith and its integrity and 
independence are at stake.
 You have also raised a number of questions concerning the rights of indigenous people 
such as the Natives of Canada. It is quite clear that Native persons are fully entitled to all the 
human rights accorded to the majority population; for example, they should be guaranteed the 
full rights of citizenship, and all acts of discrimination against them, which may have developed 
over the years, should be eliminated. However, the freedom for indigenous people to exercise 
their rights carries with it the corollary need to recognize the rights of all others to the same ex-
pression. The implications for indigenous people also include: realization of the virtues of cross-
cultural influences; appreciation of the values of other cultures as accruing to the wealth of hu-
man experience and the freedom of all to share in such values without necessarily giving up their 
respective identities; avoidance of parochial attitudes which degenerate into ethnic and cultural 
prejudices; and, above all, appreciation of the necessity to maintain a global perspective within 
which the particulars of indigenous expression can find an enduring context. From a Bahá’í per-
spective it would not be proper for indigenous people to make a special claim to exclusive rights 
and privileges which exceed the necessity to redress injustices. The Bahá’í attitude is guided by 
the statement of Bahá’u’lláh’s that “The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens.”
 The Bahá’í approach to eradication of the multitude of problems afflicting mankind, in-
cluding the oppressive treatment of indigenous people, is outlined in the enclosed letter of 15 
June 1987 written on behalf of the Universal House of Justice to a Bahá’í couple in … , a copy 
of which was sent to you at that time. Your attention is directed to the emphasis upon the 
achievement of unity as a basis for an enduring resolution of the problems of mankind. It should 
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also be noted that while Bahá’ís are called upon not to take partisan political action in their quest 
for their rights or for the correction of injustices they have experienced, they are free to take legal 
action or to appeal to administrative agencies for their rights. It is the responsibility of the 
Bahá’ís, in their contact with the Native people, to explain that the Bahá’í approach, far from be-
ing indifferent to the real needs of disadvantaged peoples, represents a fundamental solution de-
rived from the diagnosis by the All-Knowing Physician of the manifold ills of human society.
 In addition, enclosed is a letter of 14 January 1988 written on behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Mariana Islands, which addresses a 
number of issues arising from their concerns about the relationship with an indigenous rights 
movement in the Mariana Islands. Your attention is directed to the third paragraph of this letter, 
which deals with the question of Bahá’í statements on issues associated with indigenous rights, 
and which relates directly to some questions raised in your letter of 30 March 1988.
 The final point made in your letter concerns the use of the Bahá’í system of administra-
tion as an example of how an Indian community should conduct its affairs, in light of the fact 
that the Bahá’ís may soon be the majority of the people in some Native communities. The Uni-
versal House of Justice has pointed out, in response to questions from Bahá’í communities in 
which there has been large-scale growth in village areas, that Bahá’í administration and the civil 
administration are two separate entities; the Local Spiritual Assembly does not automatically be-
come the village council even though most, or even all, of the citizens of a village are Bahá’ís. 
However, the Bahá’ís in a village, irrespective of their numbers, can well offer, by precept and by 
their own practice, the model of consultation as an ideal means by which human beings may car-
ry out their collective decision-making within the framework of the oneness of mankind.
 When the Bahá’í community in a village is a significant proportion of the population, it 
has a wide range of opportunities to be an example and an encouragement of means of improving 
the quality of life in the village. Among the initiatives which it might take are measures to foster 
child education, adult literacy and the training of women to better discharge their responsibilities 
as mothers and to play an enlarged role in the administrative and social life of the village; en-
couragement of the people of the village to join together in devotions, perhaps in the early morn-
ing, irrespective of their varieties of religious belief; support of efforts to improve the hygiene 
and the health of the village, including attention to the provision of pure water, the preservation 
of cleanliness in the village environment, and education in the harmful effects of narcotic and 
intoxicating substances. No doubt other possibilities will present themselves to the village Bahá’í 
community and its Local Spiritual Assembly.
 The House of Justice commends the diligent efforts being made by your Assembly to ad-
dress the issues associated with presentation of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh to the dearly loved Na-
tive people of Canada and the consolidation of their communities. It will offer prayers in the 
Holy Shrines for the success of your endeavors.

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. pp. 94-98.
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Riḑván 1990 — To the Bahá’ís of the World
 …Amatu’l-Bahá Rúhíyyih Khánum, in an extended journey to the Far East, represented 
the Universal House of Justice at the formation of the National Spiritual Assembly of Macau; 
spent time with the Knight of Bahá’u’lláh in Mongolia where subsequently the first native de-
clared her belief in Bahá’u’lláh; and devoted much attention to the friends in different parts of 
the People’s Republic of China, where her film “The Green Light Expedition” has been shown 
on television …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19900421_001/1#703426087. Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. 
The Fourth Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. 90.3 p. 
161. Also:  Wider Horizon-Selected Messages of the Universal House of Justice 1983-1992 Pal-
abra Publications. Riviera Beach (now West Palm Beach), Florida. 1992. p.74.

May 1993 — Appointment of International Teaching Center Members

To All National Spiritual Assemblies

WITH JOYFUL HEARTS WE ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENT COUNSELOR MEMBERS IN-
TERNATIONAL TEACHING CENTER FOR FIVE-YEAR TERM BEGINNING 23 MAY 
1993: …MRS. LAURETTA KING…

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. p. 334.

Riḑván 151 (1994) — To the Bahá’ís of the World

 This Riḑván seven inaugural National Conventions will be held. Our representatives at 
these historic events will be … Counselor Lauretta King for the election of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Kazakhstan in Alma-Ata, …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19940421_001/1#515273548.  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 
1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 
2009. 181.11. pp. 381-382.
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November 16, 1994 — To a National Spiritual Assembly

 “You have asked about the appropriateness of ceremonies from other cultures being pre-
sented at Bahá'í national events and local gatherings ... 
 You mention that the popularity of the “Pipe Ceremony” is part of the revival of native 
cultural values. While seeking out the spiritual roots of their own tradition, it is natural for 
Alaskan natives to view sympathetically symbols of the spiritual roots that once sustained the 
indigenous peoples of North America. Such a desire for the rediscovery of one's culture is one in 
which Bahá'ís rejoice. In this context, it would be acceptable occasionally to hold such cultural 
ceremonies at Bahá'í national events and local gatherings, so long as their features are not con-
trary to Bahá'í Teachings and they do not become customary. Moreover, these ceremonies should 
not be carried out during the formal part of a Bahá'í event, such as during the consultation at a 
National Convention, or in connection with the reading of prayers and passages from the Writ-
ings during a feast or Holy Day programme. Rather, such ceremonies may be included as an ad-
junct to the programme, and participation in them should be on a voluntary basis. 
 Regarding your question as to whether the audience should be informed that the cultural 
ceremonies are not part of the Bahá'í Faith, perhaps it would be possible to have this information 
presented in a positive manner, such as by explaining Bahá'u'lláh's teaching on unity in diversity, 
or the respect held by Bahá'ís for diversity of cultural expression.”  

Available at https://bahai-library.com/pdf/compilations/cultural_diversity.pdf.

Riḑván 1996 — To the Bahá’ís of the World

 A relevant development was the notable rise in the assumption of responsibility by in-
digenous believers for the teaching and consolidation work in their own countries. In greatly 
troubled areas, such as Angola, Cambodia, Liberia, Sierra Leone, the friends claimed important 
victories, whether in pursuing teaching activities which resulted in numerically significant en-
rollments, or in establishing and reactivating Bahá’í Assemblies, or in initiating and sustaining 
development projects …

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19960421_001/1#330332497. Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. 
The Fourth Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. 216.7. p. 
482.

Riḑván 1996 — Supplementary Message to Latin America and the Caribbean

 As you contemplate the challenges awaiting you during these closing years of the centu-
ry, you may draw confidence from the knowledge that your past endeavors have been abundantly 
blessed by divine confirmation. Some sixty years ago, when the Guardian had called for the es-
tablishment of at least one center in each of the Central and South American Republics, he wrote 
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of “the strenuous and organized labors by which future generations of believers in the Latin 
countries must distinguish themselves.” Addressing the friends in the Caribbean some years later 
in a letter written shortly after the formation of the Spiritual Assembly of the Greater Antilles, he 
urged them to exert “continuous and systematic effort,” to evince “unyielding determination” and 
to display “whole-hearted consecration.” Your achievements during the intervening decades have 
amply demonstrated your capacity to meet his expectations. You have proved by the spirit ani-
mating your efforts to be well deserving of such tributes as “staunch,” “warm-hearted,” “eager,” 
“spiritually minded.”
 The central concern of the plans that will guide your endeavors during the coming four 
years will be to effect a significant advance in the process of entry by troops. This challenge you 
will not be facing as novices. You have accumulated through successive plans valuable experi-
ence which must now be brought to bear on the aim of the Four Year Plan with clarity and single-
mindedness. Your success will depend on the degree to which you can, on the one hand, intensify 
activity in the areas that have already witnessed large-scale expansion and, on the other, exploit 
the fresh opportunities presented to you as a result of your growing involvement in the affairs of 
society.
 Your numerical strength lies in those many regions where, over the decades, intense 
teaching activities have been undertaken among diverse populations. Through these exertions, 
large numbers from most of the indigenous tribes—singled out by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá to be the recipi-
ents of special favors and promises—as well as people of the African, Asian and European races, 
have enlisted under the banner of the Faith. As a result, your community now boasts of a harmo-
nious blend of groups from various ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
 Plans focusing on these areas of large-scale expansion will necessarily seek to mobilize 
an appreciable number of believers within each population not only to labor diligently in their 
own local communities, but also to serve as long- and short-term pioneers and visiting teachers 
in other localities. Training programs, with which many of your communities have considerable 
experience, constitute a most potent instrument for the accomplishment of such a vast mobiliza-
tion. We call upon you, then, to support the work of the training institutes in your countries, the 
more experienced among you giving generously of their time as teachers so that courses can be 
offered widely and consistently. As you acquire new knowledge and skills through these pro-
grams, you will be able to put into practice with enthusiasm and zeal what you have learned, and 
arise to shoulder the manifold responsibilities that accelerated expansion and consolidation de-
mand.
 This mobilization will greatly facilitate the development of local communities, a task that 
in the past has not been an easy one to accomplish. Your labors in this field of endeavor must 
now be systematically and vigorously multiplied, utilizing the valuable methods and approaches 
that have been devised in many of your countries in recent years. A host of dedicated workers is 
needed within each population who, supported by Auxiliary Board members, regional commit-
tees and institutes, focus their energies on the strengthening of community after community. Let 
those of you who arise, even when you can find but a handful of believers in a locality, gather 
them together, broaden their vision, and raise their awareness of the greatness of the Cause they 
have embraced. Help the Local Spiritual Assembly to launch the community on a path of sys-
tematic expansion and consolidation, bringing in new recruits or revitalizing those who, having 
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accepted the Faith years ago, have seen their enthusiasm wane. Remember, moreover, that in this 
process of community building the education of children—without which the victories of a 
whole generation may be lost—must be given due emphasis.
 While paying close attention to areas of large-scale expansion, you should not lose sight 
of the fact that your nations have undergone profound change over the past decades, resulting in 
increased receptivity to the Faith in many sectors of society. You have, in each of your national 
communities, developed remarkable capacity to interact with society at large. Through your ex-
tensive work in social and economic development, especially in the area of education, through 
your discourse on issues such as the preservation of the environment and the organization of so-
cial action, through your substantive interactions with leaders of thought, you are developing a 
keen understanding of the needs and aspirations of your peoples which enhances your ability to 
present the Faith to a wide range of interests.
 Together with your increased involvement in the affairs of society, you will need to make 
a concerted effort to attract receptive souls from diverse groups, teaching them and confirming 
them in the Faith. In this respect, the climate of search prevailing among both the leaders and the 
masses in your countries, which has emerged following the ideological upheaval of recent years, 
is of special significance. Two sectors have been particularly and differently affected and are 
athirst for the life-giving waters of Bahá’u’lláh’s Revelation: on the one hand, the teachers in the 
national school systems and, on the other, university students and their professors. Historically, 
both have exerted widespread influence in your societies, and should you teach them systemati-
cally, you will certainly reap abundant fruits.
 In all of this great endeavor—pursuing large-scale expansion and consolidation, further-
ing the work of external affairs and carrying out activities of social and economic development—
you must be driven by a passion to teach the Faith. Let regular study of the Writings feed the 
flame of your enthusiasm. Let His Words so shape your thoughts that the most pressing obliga-
tion of your lives becomes the sharing of His Message with others. The designation given to the 
Latin American communities by the Guardian as the associates of the chief executors of the Di-
vine Plan has defined for you a vast arena of service. As you take up the tasks of the Four Year 
Plan, keep in mind the words of the Guardian calling on the individual believer to “… shed, 
heroically and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attachments which hold him back, empty 
himself of every thought that may tend to obstruct his path, mix, in obedience to the counsels of 
the Author of His Faith, and in imitation of the One Who is its true Exemplar, with men and 
women, in all walks of life, seek to touch their hearts, through the distinction which characterizes 
his thoughts, his words and his acts, and win them over tactfully, lovingly, prayerfully and persis-
tently, to the Faith he himself has espoused.”
 We shall remember each and all of you in our prayers in the Holy Shrines and shall be-
seech Bahá’u’lláh to vouchsafe to you His unfailing protection and guidance, as you boldly go 
forth to conquer the hearts of me.

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. pp. 495-498.

	 26



LB:  November 2019

Riḑván 1996 — Supplementary Message to North America.
To the Followers of Bahá’u’lláh in North America: Alaska, Canada, Greenland and the United 
States
 ...
 In the Divine Plan bequeathed to you by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá is disclosed the glorious destiny 
of those who are the descendants of the early inhabitants of your continent. We call upon the in-
digenous believers who are firmly rooted in the Bahá’í Teachings to aid, through both deed and 
word, those who have not yet attained that level of understanding. Progress along the path to 
their destiny requires that they refuse to be drawn into the divisiveness and militancy around 
them, and that they strive to make their own distinctive contribution to the pursuit of the goals of 
the Four Year Plan, both beyond the confines of North America and at home. They should be 
ever mindful of the vital contribution they can make to the work of the Faith throughout the 
American continent, in the circumpolar areas and in the Asian region of the Russian Federation.

...
 The Alaskan Bahá’ís are privileged to live in an area described by the Guardian as “a re-
gion destined to play an important role in shaping the spiritual destinies of the great Republic of 
the West of which it forms a part, and to contribute, in no small measure, to the establishment of 
the institutions of His World Order throughout the American continent.” The invaluable contribu-
tion they have made to the establishment of the Faith in Siberia in recent years, together with 
their significant advances in strengthening the home front, provide compelling evidence of their 
capacity to take full advantage of the opportunities before them in the Four Year Plan.
 ...
 Dear Friends, now must you commit yourselves to the work of the Cause afresh, liberated 
from any doubts, uncertainties or hesitations which may have impeded you in the past. Every 
stratum of society must be brought within your embrace, as you vigorously advance toward the 
goal of entry by troops at this time when powerful spiritual forces are at work in the hearts of the 
people. Neither the affluent nor the indigent should be excluded from your purview. Receptive 
souls should be sought in the sophisticated circles of urban society, on the campuses of colleges 
and universities, in centers of industry and commerce, on the farms and villages of the moun-
tains, plains and prairies—wherever are to be found human beings in search of the divine Truth. 
You should strive to create a Bahá’í community which will offer to the entire world a vibrant 
model of unity in diversity. The influence of your exertions can extend well beyond the confines 
of North America; in particular, French Canadian believers can perform an invaluable service to 
the Faith in the French-speaking nations and islands throughout the world, the Bahá’ís dwelling 
in the Arctic and subarctic regions can powerfully reinforce the work of the Cause in the circum-
polar areas, and the friends of Hispanic background have fertile fields before them throughout 
Latin America. Let all believers consider the extent to which they can use familial and ethnic ties 
to other regions of the world for the fulfillment of the global mission conferred on the recipients 
of the Tablets of the Divine Plan.
…
Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. 220.8, 220.11-13, 220.16. pp. 506-512.
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May 13, 1998 — Appointment of Counselor Members to the International Teaching Center 

To all National Spiritual Assemblies

WITH JOYFUL HEARTS WE ANNOUNCE APPOINTMENT COUNSELOR MEMBERS IN-
TERNATIONAL TEACHING CENTER FOR FIVE-YEAR TERM BEGINNING 23 MAY 
1998: …LAURETTA KING ….

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. p. 620.

April 6, 1999 — Guidance for Serving Indigenous People

To a Local Spiritual Assembly

Dear Bahá’í Friends,

 The Universal House of Justice has received your letter of 6 January 1999 and has asked 
us to respond as follows.
 The House of Justice is deeply concerned about the condition and needs of the indigenous 
people …. Although there is no doubt that increased material resources would be helpful in re-
solving some of the problems which exist there, they will not suffice to bring about a fundamen-
tal and enduring solution. This can only come about through a realization that, at a basic level, 
the issues which you face are essentially spiritual, dealing with values, attitudes, and behavior. 
Hence, a spiritual solution is required.
 The message of the Bahá’í Faith is that Bahá’u’lláh has brought teachings which are in-
fused with a dynamic spiritual power with which the most formidable barriers can be overcome 
and the most sweeping transformation effected. You, dear friends, who have been privileged to 
accept these divine teachings in this day can best meet your own needs and those of the wider 
society . . . by giving first priority to your endeavors to put the Bahá’í teachings into practice. 
Through your obedience to Bahá’í law, your striving to spiritualize your lives, and your continu-
ing effort to deepen your understanding of the Holy Writings, you can most appropriately re-
spond to the needs of the present time. It is most important that you strive to make your Local 
Spiritual Assembly strong and effective, through its holding regular meetings, its development of 
the skills of consultation, and through its attention to pressing needs such as the holding of the 
Nineteen Day Feast, the establishment of regular children’s classes, and the provision of guid-
ance to Bahá’í youth in their personal development and education.
 As you persevere in such aims, you will find that your Bahá’í community will grow in 
unity and cohesion, and will attract the attention of those around you because of its shining quali-
ties. On such a foundation you will be able to embark on a wide range of social and economic 
development projects which will improve the material life of the people, and solve the problems 
to which you have drawn attention in your letter. Your Spiritual Assembly should not hesitate to 
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turn to your National Spiritual Assembly for guidance in carrying out your functions, and should 
make every possible effort to implement the directions it gives you. In addition, the Auxiliary 
Board members assigned to serve your area are a most valuable source of advice and counsel.
 You are assured of the prayers of the House of Justice in the Holy Shrines on your behalf 
as you strive to carry out your duties.

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/
19990406_001/1#211769640.  Also: Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 
1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 
2009. pp. 659-660.

August 20, 1999 — Message to the Indigenous Teaching Conference in Sucre, Bolivia 

Friends gathered at the Indigenous Teaching Conference in Sucre, Bolivia

 In recent years a number of conferences and meeting of consultation have taken place 
among the indigenous believers of Latin America, from which have emanated spiritual forces of 
considerable magnitude. As you gather once again, your hearts must surely be uplifted by the 
progress the has results=ted from your previous deliberations. You are well aware of A promise 
about your future, and you are systematically moving towards that future with unshakeable re-
solve confidence. The Four Year Plan has brought new strength to the B community through the 
work of training institutes. You should seize upon the opportunities that these institutes offer so 
that an increasing number of you can enhance your capacity to actively engage in the spiritual 
and material education of your peoples. That you may be divinely assisted in discharging this 
vital task is our fervent prayer at the Sacred Threshold. 

Messages From The Universal House of Justice. 1986-2001. The Fourth Epoch of The Formative 
Age. Bahá’í Publishing Trust. Wilmette, IL. 2009. p. 688.

January 8, 2000 — To the Friends Gathered at the Youth Congress in Paraguay 

Dear Friends,
 You have come together to examine the progress of a youth movement which embraces 
larger and larger numbers of participants from generation to generation. As you deliberate on the 
issues before you, you can take pride in the accomplishments of the community of the Greatest 
Name in your continent. Youth have played a key role in the impressive unfoldment of the Four 
Year Plan throughout Latin America, and you can look forward with confidence to the harvest 
you are destined to reap.
 As we recently stated, advancing the process of entry by troops will remain the focus of 
the global Plans that will carry the Bahá’í community to the end of the first century of the For-
mative Age. You and those who will be attracted to the Faith through your teaching efforts will 
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bring about signal developments that will mark this twenty-one year period. As a result of recent 
endeavors to consolidate the work of institutes, your communities are now endowed with the ca-
pacity to address the training needs of your rapidly growing ranks. This training will help you 
exploit the opportunities offered you at this crucial moment in history. In the face of these oppor-
tunities, you need to examine and shape the discourse in which you will engage.
 At the end of the twentieth century, the majority of the population of Latin America is 
under the age of 30. As this generation of youth assumes the responsibilities of conducting the 
affairs of society, it will encounter a landscape of bewildering contrast. On the one hand, the re-
gion can justly boast brilliant achievements in the intellectual, technological and economic 
spheres. On the other, it has failed to reduce widespread poverty or to avoid a rising sea of vio-
lence that threatens to submerge its peoples. Why—and the question needs to be asked plainly—
has this society been impotent, despite its great wealth, to remove the injustices that are tearing 
its fiber apart?
 The answer to this question, as amply evidenced by decades of contentious history, can-
not be found in political passion, conflicting expressions of class interest, or technical recipes. 
What is called for is a spiritual revival, as a prerequisite to the successful application of political, 
economic and technological instruments. But there is a need for a catalyst. Be assured that, in 
spite of your small numbers, you are the channels through which such a catalyst can be provided.
 Be not dismayed if your endeavors are dismissed as utopian by the voices that would op-
pose any suggestion of fundamental change. Trust in the capacity of this generation to disentan-
gle itself from the embroilments of a divided society. To discharge your responsibilities, you will 
have to show forth courage, the courage of those who cling to standards of rectitude, whose lives 
are characterized by purity of thought and action, and whose purpose is directed by love and in-
domitable faith. As you dedicate yourselves to healing the wounds with which your peoples have 
been afflicted, you will become invincible champions of justice.
 We assure you of our loving prayers for the success of your deliberations.

https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/turning-point/
6#470862953. Also: Turning Point: Selected Messages from the Universal House of Justice  
1996-2006. Palabra Publications.  West Palm Beach, Fl. 2006.  pp. 123-124 

January 13, 2002 Letter from an individual re: Indian Nations and National Spiritual Assemblies 

1. Question to the Universal House of Justice

 I would like to mention something for the consideration of our beloved House of Justice. 
As you may know, the American Indian Reservations in the U.S.A. are officially considered by 
the United States government to be sovereign states under the protection of, but independent 
from, the United States of America. I was recently reading an article on American Indian prophe-
cies, which can be found at: bahai-library.com/brown_american_indian_prophecies.
 In it Mr. Brown speaks about the necessity for all of the peoples to come together, includ-
ing the Indians, who thus far have been largely excluded. I was wondering if perhaps the Indian 
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Nations could be officially recognized by the Universal House of Justice as such and blessed 
with the formation of their own National Spiritual Assembly(ies). I do not know if there are 
enough Bahá'ís on any one Reservation to form such a holy body, but perhaps all of them com-
bined could possibly qualify for a joint one, as the Beloved Guardian did for Africa in 1953, 
when he combined many countries into one giant National Spiritual Assembly area ...

2. Response from the Universal House of Justice

12 February 2002

Dear Bahá'í Friend,
 Your email message of 13 January 2002 has been warmly received at the Bahá'í World 
Centre, and we can reply as follows.

The Universal House of Justice was touched by the spirit of love and devotion expressed 
in your letter and has noted your suggestion that it consider officially recognizing native Ameri-
can reservations as sovereign states. In response to a similar recommendation, the following was 
provided on behalf of the House of Justice:
 ...Clearly, this recommendation was prompted by a conscientious desire, inspired by basic 
Bahá'í principles, to assist the downtrodden to rise to the full realization of their rights and re-
sponsibilities as human beings. Indeed, the purpose of the coming of Bahá'u'lláh is to lift the 
yoke of oppression from his loved ones, to liberate all the people of the world, and to provide the 
means for their abiding happiness. In this regard, the Tablets of the Divine Plan addressed by 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá to North America make it clear that the destiny of the native Americans as an illu-
mined and fulfilled people is linked to the quality of their response to the Revelation of Bahá'u'l-
láh. The primary obligation of the American Bahá'ís must therefore be to see that the Divine 
Message is effectively delivered to the native peoples. In their effort, the friends must be certain 
to demonstrate through their attitude, actions and words the genuineness of their belief in the 
Faith's central principle, namely, the oneness of humankind.
 The friends will, too, want to assist in ways that are appropriate and practical towards re-
solving the complex issues confronting the native peoples. But since these issues, like tribal gov-
ernance, sovereignty and local self-determination, are frequently entangled in political con-
tention, the friends must guard against such entanglements lest the character and purpose of the 
Faith be jeopardized. Sovereignty, for instance, is essentially a political matter, as it is concerned 
with claims to political autonomy and its far-reaching implications. While American Indian tribes 
may justifiably be regarded as nations, they are not nation states within the Federation of the 
United States of America. Determining questions of sovereignty is the prerogative of established 
political authorities....
 You may be assured of the ardent prayers of the House of Justice in the Holy Shrines that 
the Blessed Beauty may guide your steps and confirm your endeavors in service to our beloved 
Cause.

https://bahai-library.com/uhj_indian_nations 
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27 March 2003
Mrs. P in the U.S.A.

Dear Bahá’í Friend,

 The Universal House of Justice regretted to learn from your email message of 3 June 
2002 of the difficulties you have encountered with members of the Bahá’í community concern-
ing your ethnicity and involvement in Native American traditional cultural practices. Certainly 
the contribution of each individual is essential to attaining that unity in diversity which will en-
sure a rich, healthy and dynamic community life.

The basis for determining the acceptability of activities in which Bahá’ís may engage is 
the standard set forth in the Bahá’í Teachings. It is important that other religious traditions are 
not commingled with Bahá’í functions, as this would create a confused picture and becloud the 
purposes of the Faith. To avoid so undesirable a situation, a distinction must be made as to 
whether what is described as a “traditional ceremony” is rooted in religious practices of the past. 
There are, of course, traditions in various societies that are purely cultural and have no religious 
significance, and to the extent that these do not conflict with Bahá’í principles, there is no harm 
if Bahá’ís wish to participate in them. As regards the question of healing, different societies have 
evolved their own approaches which may not at all be related to any religious ritual and should 
not be rejected out of hand by Bahá’ís. The use and suitability of such approaches would depend 
on their scientific validity. 

The House of Justice does not wish to rule on all specific cultural practices, nor would it 
be possible to do so; however, you may be able to reach an understanding through consultation 
among friends who have similar concerns in the light of the Bahá’í Teachings. Further, you may 
seek the advice of the Local or National Spiritual Assembly on specific issues you cannot other-
wise resolve. Your continuing efforts to obtain a deeper understanding of the Bahá’í Teachings 
will be of considerable assistance to you.

We are enclosing a compilation of extracts of letters written on behalf of the Universal 
House of Justice on the subject of cultural diversity that you may find helpful in your study.

Be assured of the ardent prayers of the House of Justice in the Holy Shrines that the 
Blessed Beauty may guide your every step in His path.

November 10, 2003 Universal House of Justice Department of the Secretariat Dear Bahá’í 
Friend,

Your email of 31 October 2003 in which you inquire about statistics on North and South Ameri-
can Indians was received at the Bahá’í World Centre. Statistics of this kind are not maintained at 
the World Centre; however, you may wish to contact the National Spiritual Assemblies of Cana-
da and the United States for information on their respective communities. For your convenience, 
their contact information has been provided below.
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The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Canada 
7200 Leslie Street Thornhill, ON L3T 6L8 Canada 
Email: secretariat@cdnbnc.org Telephone: 1-905-8898168 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States 
536 Sheridan Road Wilmette, IL 60091 U.S.A. 
Email: secretariat@usbnc.org Telephone: 1-847-7333400 
With loving Bahá’í greetings, Department of the Secretariat 

August 28, 2005  

To the Participants in the Native American Institute Training of Brighton Creek U.S.A.  

Dear Bahá’í Friends,  

The Universal House of Justice warmly acknowledges your message of 13 August 2005 and not-
ed with much pleasure the sincere devotion and high ideals that characterized the gathering. On 
your return to your home communities, it is hoped that you will share with your family, friends 
and neighbors the spirit of Bahá’í unity evident at the conference and invite them to join you in 
prayer and in studying the Writings at your devotional meetings and study circles. It will suppli-
cate in the Holy Shrines that each and all of you may be assisted in your efforts by the Blessed 
Beauty.  

With loving Bahá’í greetings, Department of the Secretariat 

Riḑván 2012 — To the Bahá’ís of the World

 Mid-afternoon on the eleventh day of the Riḑván festival one hundred years ago, ‘Ab-
du’l-Bahá, standing before an audience several hundred strong, lifted a workman’s axe and 
pierced the turf covering the Temple site at Grosse Pointe, north of Chicago. Those invited to 
break the ground with Him on that spring day came from diverse backgrounds—Norwegian, In-
dian, French, Japanese, Persian, indigenous American, to name but a few. It was as if the House 
of Worship, yet unbuilt, was fulfilling the wishes of the Master, expressed on the eve of the cer-
emony, for every such edifice: “that humanity might find a place of meeting” and “that the 
proclamation of the oneness of mankind shall go forth from its open courts of holiness”.

 His listeners on that occasion, and all who heard Him in the course of His travels to 
Egypt and the West, must have but dimly comprehended the far-reaching implications of His 
words for society, for its values and preoccupations. Still today, can anyone claim to have 
glimpsed anything but an intimation, distant and indistinct, of the future society to which the 
Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh is destined to give rise? For let none suppose that the civilization to-
wards which the divine teachings impel humankind will follow merely from adjustments to the 
present order. Far from it. In a talk delivered some days after He laid the cornerstone of the 
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Mother Temple of the West, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá stated that “among the results of the manifestation of 
spiritual forces will be that the human world will adapt itself to a new social form,” that “the jus-
tice of God will become manifest throughout human affairs”. These, and countless other utter-
ances of the Master to which the Bahá’í community is turning time and again in this centennial 
period, raise awareness of the distance that separates society as it is now arranged from the stu-
pendous vision His Father gifted to the world.

Available at: https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/
messages/20120421_001/1#101801348.
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