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“Bahá’u’lláh… once compared the colored people to 
the black pupil of the eye surrounded by the white. 
In this black pupil is seen the reflection of that which 
is before it, and through it the light of the spirit 
shineth forth.” —’Abdu’l-Bahá

“The fundamental purpose animating the Faith of God and 
His Religion is to safeguard the interests and promote the 
unity of the human race, and to foster the spirit of love 
and fellowship amongst men.” — Bahá’u’lláh



“You should at all times fix your gaze on the promise 
of Bahá’u’lláh, put your whole trust in His creative 
Word…” 

—Shoghi Effendi



“The  Cause  needs  more  Bahá’í scholars, people who not only are 
devoted to it and believe in it and are anxious to tell others about 
it, but  also  who  have  a  deep  grasp of  the Teachings and their 
significance, and who can correlate its beliefs with the current 
thoughts and problems of  the people of  the world.”

“The  Cause  has  the  remedy  for all  the  world’s  ills.  The  reason 
why more people don’t accept it is because the Bahá’ís are not 
always capable  of  presenting  it  to  them in a way that meets the 
immediate needs of  their minds.” 

— Shoghi Effendi



“Every believer has the opportunity to examine the 
forces operating in society and introduce relevant 
aspects of the teachings within the discourses 
prevalent in whatever social space he or she is 
present.”  

— The Universal House of Justice



“Pupil of the Eye”

Instructive 
Meaning

Instrumental 
Meaning



“In recent years, historians have started to think about 
New World enslavement of Africans and African-
descended people in ways…that may lead toward new 
interpretations of the instructive meaning of the ‘pupil 
of the eye’ metaphor. Just as Bahá’u’lláh’s metaphor 
gives black people a central and vital role in the 
figurative body of humanity, a fresh form of 
historiography is showing that the story of modernity 
pivots on the contributions of black people.”



Bloodlands: Europe 
Between Hitler and Stalin
(2010)

Timothy Snyder
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“New World” History



How many “immigrants” shifted from the “Old 
World” (Europe & Africa) to the “New World” 
(Americas & Caribbean) between 1492 and 
1776?

6.5 Million

Between 1492 and 1776 how many “New 
World immigrants” were African?

5.5 Million



New Histories of Capitalism 



Massive Scale of the Exploitation
was essential to the 

Massive Scale of the Wealth Creation

“The network of agricultural plantations that first bloomed in the 

Caribbean basin of the1500s and eventually spread throughout the 

Americas produced ‘European capital liberation’ but was impossible 
without ‘African labor enslavement’…”



Palace of Versailles 

“He mounteth on the ladders of inner truth and hasteneth
to the heaven of inner significance.”



“The European Miracle”   “The Great Divergence”

The Industrial Revolution 



What was nineteenth-century America’s most 
wealth-generating export?
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“Pupil of the Eye”

Instructive 
Meaning

Instrumental 
Meaning





Massive Scale of the Exploitation
Massive Violence of the Exploitation

required a 

Massive Story of Legitimation
Scurrilous Ideology of Justification 



History

Unequal Power Relations Require 
Strategies of Legitimation

Enslaver

Exploiter

Enslaved

Exploited

Stigmatize 
the Exploited



Massive Exploitation  
x Need for Legitimation/Justification

Intensity of Anti-Black Racism 



Propagation of Anti-Blackness

“always vicious…mostly inclined to lasciviousness, vengeance, theft and lies…” 
—Encyclopédie, ou dictionnaire raisonné des sciences, des arts et des métiers

d. 1784



Propagation of Anti-Blackness

“I advance it therefore as a suspicion only, that the blacks, 
whether originally a distinct race, or made distinct by time and 
circumstances, are inferior to the whites in the endowments 
both of body and mind.”  
—Thomas Jefferson

d. 1826



American Slavery 

Anti-blackness 

1863

Propagation of Anti-Blackness

“…on this broad continent, not a single man of your 
race is made the equal of a single man of ours.”   
—Abraham Lincoln 



Refutation of Anti-Blackness
Pupil of the Eye as “epistemological rupture”

Pupil of the Eye as Instrument 
that overturns Anti-Blackness

“Bahá’u’lláh… once compared the colored people to the black pupil of 
the eye surrounded by the white. In this black pupil is seen the reflection 
of that which is before it, and through it the light of the spirit shineth
forth.”                     

— ‘Abdu’l-Bahá



Pupil of the Eye as Instrument 
of the Divine Physician

“The Prophets of God should be regarded as physicians whose task is to foster the 
well-being of the world and its peoples, that, through the spirit of oneness, they 
may heal the sickness of a divided humanity.” — Bahá’u’lláh

Pupil of the Eye as Instrument 
that creates unity

“The fundamental purpose animating the Faith of God and His Religion is to 
safeguard the interests and promote the unity of the human race, and to foster 
the spirit of love and fellowship amongst men.” — Bahá’u’lláh



Pupil of the Eye as Medicine

“These are not days of prosperity and triumph. The whole of 
mankind is in the grip of manifold ills. Strive, therefore, to 
save its life through the wholesome medicine which the 
almighty hand of the unerring Physician hath prepared.”

— Bahá’u’lláh



The Pupil of the Eye is one part of a “Wondrous System”

“Therefore, the friends must effectively assess the forces at work in their society and, 
beginning in neighborhoods and clusters, contribute their share to the process of learning 
and systematization which, as their numbers, knowledge, and influence grow, will transform 
their lives, families, and communities. Only if the efforts to eradicate the bane of prejudice 
are coherent with the full range of the community’s affairs, only if they arise naturally within 
the systematic pattern of expansion, community building, and involvement with society, will 
the American believers expand their capacity, year after year and decade after decade, to 
make their mark on their community and society and contribute to the high aim set for the 
Bahá’ís by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá to eliminate racial prejudice from the face of the earth.”   

— The Universal House of Justice (From a letter dated 10 April 2011)


