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The Impacts of Climate Change



The Causes of Climate Change



Climate Change “Solutions”





Baha’u’llah (1817 - 1892)
Born in Tehran, Iran



Baha’u’llah (1817 - 1892)
Exiled to the Holy Land



“Each one of the ordinances 
We have revealed is a mighty 

stronghold for the preservation of the 
world of being.”

Bahá'u'lláh, Words of Paradise, Ninth Leaf 



        Some Baha’i Teachings
Oneness of humankind                    Race equality

                Gender equality        Harmony of science and religion

    

Abolition of the extremes of wealth and poverty

      Education of girls        Universal education        Fasting

Daily prayer         Justice        Moderation     Truthfulness

   Consultation Nature expression of the Will of God

  New world order      Decentralization    Spiritual development

            A world federal system        Work as worship

         No mind-altering drugs Trustworthiness

     Deeds, not words        Unity in diversity
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Human Relationship with Nature

1. Stewardship of the Earth



“When God created the first human beings, God 
led them around all the trees of the Garden of 
Eden and said: “See my works, how beautiful and 
praiseworthy they are! Think of this, and do not 
corrupt or destroy My world.”   

   Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7, Judaism



“God created the Earth in perfect equilibrium.”
 
 “The present climate change catastrophe is a 
result of the human disruption of this balance.”

Islamic Declaration of 
Global Climate Change



Nature is God’s Will and is its expression 
in and through the contingent world.

Baha'u'llah, Lawh-i-Hikmat



“Religions can help us 
recapture a sense of the 
sacredness of creation, for 
nature mirrors the beauty 
and love of God.”

Stefan Edman





Human Relationship with Nature

2. Interconnectedness with Nature
Reflect upon the inner realities of the 
universe, … 
every part of the universe is connected with 
every other part by ties that are very 
powerful and admit of no imbalance, nor any 
slackening whatever. 

Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá



Natural Lawn/Meadow in Harmony with Nature



Science and Religion



Science and Religion ask two fundamentally 
different questions about reality

Science:   “How does the universe work?” 

Religion:   “Why is there a universe and what 
is its purpose, and what is our purpose of 
existence as human beings?”



Science and Religion are both essential for 
climate action.

Science can 

● explain the causes of global warming
● make projections for climatic changes
● propose practical and technical “solutions”

Religion can provide

● An ethical framework for meaningful action
● Motivation for action



Truthfulness -
the foundation of 
all human virtues



Deliberate Disinformation Campaign



Truthfulness



Climate Change - Social Issue

Generally, the poor are first 
and most severely affected 
by climate change.



   Cyclone Amphan



Eradicating Poverty



Victims of Hurricane Katrina



”Climate change is the central poverty 
issue of our times. 

Climate change is happening today and 
the world’s poorest people, who already 
face a daily struggle to survive, are being 
hit hardest.”

Jeremy Hobbs, 
Executive Director of Oxfam International 

Poverty



Eradication of Poverty

Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me...

Matthew 25:40



Eradication of Poverty

Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me...

Matthew 25:40

O YE RICH ONES ON EARTH! 
The poor in your midst are My trust; guard ye 
My trust, and be not intent only on your own 
ease. 

        Bahá'u'lláh (The Persian Hidden Words, #54) 



Eradication of the Extremes 
of Wealth and Poverty



•

•

http://cdiac.ornl.gov/trends/emis/meth_reg.html
https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-10-2141-2018
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/
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•

http://www.biogeosciences.net/9/3247/2012/bg-9-3247-2012.html


Mansion in Pretorius
South Africa





Eradication of the Extremes 
of Wealth and Poverty 

● Huqúq'u'lláh
● Progressive taxes
● Voluntary charitable giving



Climate Change - an Issue of Justice



•

•

http://cdiac.ornl.gov/trends/emis/meth_reg.html
https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-10-2141-2018
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/


Intergenerational Justice





Justice

No light can compare with the light of justice.
The establishment of order in the world and the
tranquillity of the nations depend upon it.

Baha'u'llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf



Justice

We ask God to endow human souls with justice 
so that they may be fair, and may strive to 
provide for the comfort of all, that each member 
of humanity may pass his life in the utmost 
comfort and welfare. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Foundations of World Unity, p. 42



Moderation

“Whoso cleaveth to justice, can, under no 
circumstances, transgress the limits of moderation.

...The civilization, so often vaunted by the learned 
exponents of arts and sciences, will, if allowed to 
overleap the bounds of moderation, bring great evil 
upon men. ..

If carried to excess, civilization will prove as prolific a 
source of evil as it had been of goodness when kept 
within the restraints of moderation.”

Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings CLXIV 









“The earth provides enough to satisfy 
every man’s needs, 

but not every man’s greed.”

Mahatma Gandhi  



At all times, contentment and moderation, 
benevolence and fellow feeling, sacrifice and 
reliance on the Almighty are qualities that befit the 
God-fearing soul.
The forces of materialism promote a quite 
contrary line of thinking: that happiness comes 
from constant acquisition, that the more one has 
the better, that worry for the environment is for 
another day. 

The Universal House of Justice, 1 March 2017 Letter



SpiritualitySpirituality



“Man is, in reality, a spiritual being, and 
only when he lives in the spirit is he truly 
happy.”  

'Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks

Spirituality



Contentment

Take from this world only to the measure of your 
needs, and forgo that which exceedeth them.

Bahá'u'lláh, Summons of the Lord of Hosts



Contentment

Take from this world only to the measure of your 
needs, and forgo that which exceedeth them.
Observe equity in all your judgments, and 
transgress not the bounds of justice, nor be of 
them that stray from its path. 

Bahá'u'lláh, Summons of the Lord of Hosts



Every choice a Bahá’í makes—as employee or 
employer, producer or consumer, borrower or 
lender, benefactor or beneficiary—leaves a 
trace, and the moral duty to lead a coherent life 
demands that one’s economic decisions be in 
accordance with lofty ideals, that the purity of 
one’s aims be matched by the purity of one’s 
actions to fulfil those aims. 

The Universal House of Justice, 1 March 2017



Trustworthiness



Corruption



Trustworthiness - Antidote for Corruption

Trustworthiness is the greatest 
portal leading unto the tranquillity 
and security of the people. In truth 
the stability of every affair hath 
depended and doth depend upon 
it. All the domains of power, of 
grandeur and of wealth are 
illumined by its light. …
Trustworthiness is in truth the best 
of vestures for your temples and 
the most glorious crown for your 
heads. 

Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, 4th Ṭaráz



The Oneness of Humankind



The Oneness of Humankind

Recognition of this truth requires abandonment of 
prejudice—prejudice of every kind—race, class, 
color, creed, nation, sex, degree of material 
civilization, everything which enables people to 
consider themselves superior to others.

The Promise of World Peace, October 1985, the 
Universal House of Justice



Environmental 
Racism



People of color are
more vulnerable to
climate change
impacts



People of color 
often not represented
in decision-making



Equality of Men and Women

 



Women more vulnerable
to climate change



Women’s participation
is vital for success in
social development



Our Relationship with Fellow Human 
Beings





Take pride not in love for yourselves, but in 
love for your fellow-creatures.
Glory not in love for your country, but in love 
for all mankind.

Baha'u'llah  (Tablet of Wisdom) 



The Oneness of Humankind

- On an individual level: 
“My every day actions affect my brothers and 
sisters all around the world.” 



The Oneness of Humankind

- On an individual level: 
“My everyday actions affect my brothers and 
sisters all around the world.” 

- On the societal level: 
Prerequisite to address nationalism
Foundation for global governance



The welfare of any segment of humanity is 
inextricably bound up with the welfare of the 
whole. 
Humanity's collective life suffers when any one 
group thinks of its own well-being in isolation from 
that of its neighbours' or pursues economic gain 
without regard for how the natural environment, 
which provides sustenance for all, is affected.

The Universal House of Justice, 1 March 2017



Unity

The well-being of mankind, its peace and 
security, are unattainable unless and until its 
unity is firmly established.

Baha’u’llah, Gleanings CXXXI



Unity

The choice is ours: form a global partnership to 
care for Earth and one another or risk the 
destruction of ourselves and the diversity of life.

The Earth Charter



Photo by IISD/ENB (www.iisd.ca/climate/cs/2014/23sep.html)



“The earth is but one country, and mankind its 
citizens.” Baha'u'llah 

World Citizenship



Global Collaboration

The solution to climate change exceeds the 
capacities and resources of any one nation and 
requires the full cooperation of all nations, each 
according to their means.

Seizing the Opportunity: Redifining the challenge of 
climate change

Baha’i International Community, December 2008



Global Environmental Governance

Satellite images stitched together to reveal the world's continents.
(Image: © NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center Scientific 
Visualization Studio)



A World Federation

Baha'u'llah called for the “establishment of a 
world federation of nations with its own 
legislative, judicial, and executive bodies.” 

The Prosperity of Humankind



World Citizenship



Decentralization and Empowerment of 
Individuals and Communities



“Top-down models of community development can no longer 
adequately respond to modern day needs and aspirations.

The world community must move toward more participatory, 
knowledge-based and values-driven systems of governance in 
which people can assume responsibility for the processes and 
institutions that affect their lives. 

These systems need to be democratic in spirit and method, and 
must emerge on all levels of world society, including the global 
level. 

Consultation -- the operating expression of justice in human 
affairs -- should become their primary mode of decision-making.” 

Baha'i International Community, June 7, 1996, 
Sustainable Communities in an Integrating World



Consultation





“Let deeds, not words, be your adorning.”



Final Conversation on Climate Change
on June 16

Hope in the Face of Dire Scientific Projections

● Scientific projections for the future
● The unique situation of our present time
● Opportunities for meaningful action


