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Impacts of Climate Change



Causes of Global Warming



Practical and Technical
Climate “Solutions”



Spiritual Principles



● Scientific projections 
for the future

● The unique situation of 
our present time

● Opportunities for 
meaningful action

Today’s Topic



IPCC Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5°C (2.7°F)



IPCC Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5°C (2.7°F)

1.5ºC (2.7ºF) warmer
● some small Islands will likely 

survive

● Coral reefs would decline by 
70-90%

● Some irreversible impacts on 
polar ice sheets could probably 
be avoided 

2ºC (3.6ºF) warmer
● No chance of survival for small 

islands

● Coral reefs virtually all lost

● Risks associated with increases in 
drought frequency and magnitude are 
projected to be substantially larger at 
2°C than at 1.5°C in the Mediterranean 
region and Southern Africa



Take Away from the Special IPCC Report

● A 2°C (3.6°F) warming would be devastating for agriculture and 
for fisheries and seriously threaten global food security.

● The scientific community now considers a 2°C warming as 
extremely dangerous for human civilization.



The Reality of Our Situation

● Human activities have already warmed the planet by about 1.1°
C (2°F) since the pre-industrial era.

● Even if we stopped all emissions, the Earth would continue to 
warm for a few decades until the Earth reaches its energy 
balance with the higher greenhouse gas concentrations.



Current Trajectory

With business as usual:

●  4ºC (7.2°F) by the end of the century

If the commitments of Paris Agreement are kept:

● About 3ºC (5.4°F) by the end of the century







Precipice symbolizes a threshold of no return



Feedback mechanisms:

● Thawing of permafrost in 
Siberia and Alaska

● Large scale melting of polar 
ice that would enhance the 
albedo effect

● Dying of rainforests

● Saturation of carbon sinks

Precipice symbolizes a threshold of no return



From: Temporary reduction in daily global CO2 emissions during the 
COVID-19 forced confinement, by Corinne Le Quéré et al., Nature 19 
May, 2020





Goal of 2ºC  
● Cut carbon emissions 20% 

by 2030
(compared to 2010 levels) 

● Reach net zero by 2075. 

Emissions Reductions Needed

Goal of 1.5ºC 
● Cut carbon emissions 45% 

by 2030 
(compared to 2010 levels)

● Reach net zero by 2050.





It’s a huge challenge to keep the Earth “well below 2°C”!



We are in trouble. We are in deep trouble with climate change.
It is hard to overstate the urgency of our situation. Even as we 
witness devastating climate impacts causing havoc across the 
world, we are still not doing enough, nor moving fast enough, to 
prevent irreversible and catastrophic climate disruption.

United Nations Secretary General António Guterres 
at the opening of the 24th annual U.N. climate conference



Despair about Climate Change





For years, we have failed our young by damaging the planet and failing to 
protect the people most vulnerable to crises. We have a rare and short 
window of opportunity to rectify that — by rebuilding a better world, not 
reverting to one that is good for only a minority of its citizens.

We must act now to tackle the coronavirus globally for all of our sakes — 
and, at the same time, pursue immediate ambitious climate action for a 
cleaner, greener, more prosperous and equitable world.

António Guterres, Secretary General of the United Nations



What Can We Do?



Societal Action

● End fossil fuel subsidies

● Polluters must pay for their pollution

● Carbon fee planned and implemented with justice and wisdom

● Create jobs in green technology

● Support sustainable agriculture and clean public transportation

● Strong laws that limit pollution

● Climate change mitigation must go hand in hand with addressing other 
social and environmental issues



Resources must be directed away from those agencies and programs that are 
damaging to the individual, societies and the environment, and directed 
toward those most germane to furthering a dynamic, just and thriving social 
order. 

Such economic systems will be strongly altruistic and cooperative in nature; 
they will provide meaningful employment and will help to eradicate poverty in 
the world.

Bahá'í International Community, Valuing Spirituality in Development: Initial Considerations 
Regarding the Creation of Spiritually Based Indicators for Development. 

A concept paper written for the World Faiths and Development Dialogue, Lambeth Palace, 
London, 18-19 February 1998





You cannot solve a problem at the same level of 
consciousness that created it.

attributed to Albert Einstein



Humanity’s crying need ... calls ... for a fundamental change 
of consciousness ... that the time has come when each 
human being on earth must learn to accept responsibility 
for the welfare of the entire human family.

The Universal House of Justice, 24 May 2001 Letter



The new direction of the train -

the welfare of the entire human family



Until such time as the nations of the world understand and follow 
the admonitions of Bahá'u'lláh to whole-heartedly work together in 
looking after the best interests of all humankind, and unite in 
the search for ways and means to meet the many environmental 
problems besetting our planet, ...little progress will be made 
towards their solution. …

Universal House of Justice, 
Department of the Secretariat, from a letter dated 18 October 1981 to an 

individual believer. Quoted In "Conservation of the Earth's Resources"







More than a century ago, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá referred to “unity of 
thought in world undertakings, the consummation of which will 
erelong be witnessed.” The recently adopted international 
agreement on climate change, irrespective of any shortcomings 
and limitations it may have, offers another noteworthy 
demonstration of that development anticipated by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. 
The agreement represents a starting point for constructive 
thought and action that can be refined or revised on the basis of 
experience and new findings over time.

The Universal House of Justice, 29 November 2017 Letter





A strong force is needed for the train 
to change its direction



A Spiritual 
Force



“Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God 
is endowed with such potency as can instill new life 
into every human frame.” 

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh LXXIV



The new destination of our train 
- the welfare of the entire human family

Let your vision be world-embracing, 
rather than confined to your own self.

Gleanings from the Writings of 
Baha'u'llah XLIII



The new destination of our train 
- the welfare of the entire human family

O ye the elected representatives of the 
people in every land! 
Take ye counsel together, and let your 
concern be only for that which profiteth 
mankind and bettereth the condition 
thereof. 

Bahau’llah, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts



What Can We Do?

The friends are called to three simultaneous, overlapping, and 
coherent areas of action: 

● community-building efforts ...; 
● projects and activities for social action; 
● and involvement in the discourses of society, whether in 

neighborhoods or in personal and professional associations.

The Universal House of Justice, 27 April 2017 letter to and individual



Community Building

Core activities 

● Devotional gatherings

● Study circles

● Children’s classes

● Youth classes



Community Building

Core activities 

● Elevate human consciousness

● Develop capacity and skills for 
service



Community Building

Core activities 

● Elevate human consciousness

● Develop capacity and skills for 
service

● Training ground for the 
application of spiritual 
teachings



Education

... religious conviction does not automatically translate into service to 
the common good. It is entirely possible, for example, to have a 
congregation of well-intentioned adherents whose actions do little to 
contribute to the betterment of society. Clearly there is much to learn 
about how noble ideals become expressed in committed, sustained 
action.

Baha’i International Community, 
Shared Vision – Shared Volition: Choosing Our Global Future Together



Projects and Activities 
for Social Action



Projects of Social Action - Some Examples



An experimental agricultural plot at the University Center for Rural Well-Being 
in Jamundi-Robles, Colombia



Democratic Republic of the Congo

Chiefs seek 
lasting peace in 
light of spiritual 
truths

Baha’i World 
News Service



Chief Nkayi Matala of the Lushiku 
village (right) and Chief Mbindi 
Godée of the Ndenga Mongo 
village. These women were 
among dozens of traditional chiefs 
who came together at a 
conference in Kakenge, Central 
Kasai, described as “a remarkable 
step forward that opens up many 
new possibilities for realizing the 
unity of peoples and the prosperity 
of our communities.

Baha’i World News Service





NYC Youth group distributes food, 
gains city and National Guard support

Provideing critical information 
about principles of personal 
and collective hygiene in 
Nepal



Vanuatu



After catastrophe, youth lead reconstruction in Vanuatu, 
Bahá’í World News Service





Baha'is in the village of Lenkanal demonstrated courageous resilience after the 
devastating cyclone in March 2015, Bahá’í World News Service



Public Discourse

... involvement in public discourse can range from an act as simple as 
introducing Bahá’í ideas into everyday conversation to more formal 
activities such as the preparation of articles and attendance at gatherings, 
dedicated to themes of social concern— climate change and the 
environment, governance and human rights, to mention a few. It entails, 
as well, meaningful interactions with civic groups and local organizations 
in villages and neighbourhoods.

The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan 2010 message



Public Discourse



Public Discourse

● Climate justice 

● Stewardship of the Earth 

● Stand up for truth and science

● Focus on the well-being of all of humankind 

● Global governance

● New social and economic order based on spiritual principles

● A holistic approach - climate action must go together with addressing other 
social and environmental issues



Work for Unity in Public Discourse



Collaboration with like minded organizations



“Rebuilding the Economy”



The world is in desperate need of a shared ethic, 
a sure framework for addressing the crises that gather like
storm clouds.

The Universal House of Justice, 
1 March 2017, on Path to Global 
Economic Well-Being



Baha'u'llah said about the future condition for the world 

"Such shall be its plight, that to disclose it now would not be meet and 
seemly.” 

Gleanings from the Writings of 
Baha'u'llah 



Social Cohesion
The Canadian Baha’i 
community has long been 
learning about the role of 
religion in building a 
peaceful and cohesive 
society within the 
country’s diverse 
population—a major 
theme of discussion in a 
series of seminars held 
over the past year in 
collaboration with the 
University of Toronto’s 
Munk School of Global 
Affairs.

Baha’i World News Service





Great is the station of man. Great must also be his endeavours 
for the rehabilitation of the world and the well-being of nations. 

Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh (Lawḥ-i-Maqṣúd)



“Each one of the ordinances 
We have revealed is a mighty stronghold for 

the preservation of the world of being.”
Bahá'u'lláh, Words of Paradise, Ninth Leaf 


