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Introduction

• What are the core beliefs of Christianity?

• How do Bahá’ís see those core beliefs?

• What similarities and differences are there between such Christian 
core beliefs and the beliefs of the Bahá’í Faith?

• The purpose of this document is to present a Bahá’í perspective on 
the Creed currently used by the Roman Catholic Church.

• Similarities and differences will be explained and several quotations 
from the Bahá’í Writings will be used to highlight the Bahá’í view on 
specific issues.
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Creeds

• A creed is a set of religious beliefs shared by a 
community. 

• In many occasions, creeds are expressed as a 
element of religious identity of a person or a group.

• The word “creed” comes from Latin credo (meaning 
"I believe“).

• Many Jews use the Shema Yisrael as their creed.

• Muslims use the Shahada as their declaration of 
faith.

• Christians have had several creeds throughout their 
history. The most known are the Apostles' Creed and 
the Nicene Creed.

3"Twelve articles of faith set out by twelve apostles“
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org



Colossus of Constantine 
(Jean-Christophe BENOIST)

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/

Nicaea, 325

• From the early days, Christians tried to understand and explain who 
was Jesus Christ and what was His relation to God.

• Since there was no central authority, different explanations emerged, 
giving rise to several factions with distinct beliefs.

• After the Edict of Milan (313 CE) by emperor Constantine, 
these Christian factions started confronting each other 
violently, creating turmoil in many parts of the empire.

• The emperor wanted tranquility and demanded a Council 
to solve the differences of beliefs amongst Christians and 
reach a consensus on the basic doctrines of Christianity.

• The Council took place in Nicaea in 325 CE.



The Nicene Creeds

• The Council of Nicaea adopted a statement 
of faith, later known as the Nicene Creed.

• It was supposed to be doctrinal statement of 
correct Christian belief.

• Later, in 381 CE, this Creed was modified by 
the Council of Constantinople, and became 
known as the Niceno-Constantinopolitan 
Creed.

• Nowadays, in the Roman Catholic Church, a 
creed very similar to the Niceno-
Constantinopolitan is professed on Sunday 
mass.

5Icon depicting the First Council of Nicaea.
Source: commons.wikimedia.org



One God, the Father, the Almighty

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all that is, seen and unseen.
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A transcendent God

• We share a common belief in a transcendent and 
unknowable God.

• The Bahá’í Faith sustains that God is the Creator, but there is 
no direct connection between God and His Creation.

• However, there is a connection through the Messengers of 
God, for they reflect the will and the word of God.

• God reveals Himself through His Messengers. His revelation 
is not limited to a certain people or period of time.

• In the Bahá’í writings, God is often mentioned as “Creator of 
earth and heaven” and is referred with multiple titles (the 
Omnipotent, the Creator, the Originator, the All-Knowing, 
the All-Wise…).

7
Source: media.bahai.org



Transcendency

To every discerning and illumined heart it is evident that God, the 

unknowable Essence, the divine Being, is immensely exalted beyond 

every human attribute…. Far be it from His glory that human tongue 

should adequately recount His praise, or that human heart 

comprehend His fathomless mystery.

Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitáb-i-Íqán, ¶104
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Creator

Say: God is indeed the Maker of all things. He giveth sustenance in 

plenty to whomsoever He willeth. He is the Creator, the Source of all 

beings, the Fashioner, the Almighty, the Maker, the All-Wise. He is the 

Bearer of the most excellent titles throughout the heavens and the 

earth and whatever lieth between them. All do His bidding, and all the 

dwellers of earth and heaven celebrate His praise, and unto Him shall 

all return.

The Báb, Bahá’í Prayers, p. 21
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God and creation

The one true God hath everlastingly existed, and will everlastingly 

continue to exist. His creation, likewise, hath had no beginning, and 

will have no end. All that is created, however, is preceded by a cause. 

This fact, in itself, establisheth, beyond the shadow of a doubt, the 

unity of the Creator. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, LXXXII
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Son of God

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,
11
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Son

• The title “Son of God” has misled many Christians to 
think that the founder of their religion is superior to 
others.

• All Manifestations of God are unique. All can be said to 
be “begotten Sons”.

• Shoghi Effendi said: "The Prophets, unlike us, are pre-
existent. The soul of Christ existed in the spiritual world 
before His birth in this world. We cannot imagine what 
that world is like, so words are inadequate to picture His 
state of being."

12
Source: media.bahai.org



The title “Son of God”

This “rod out of the stem of Jesse” might seem to apply to Christ, for 

Joseph was a descendant of Jesse, the father of David. However, since 

Christ had come into being through the Divine Spirit, He called Himself 

the Son of God. Had this not been the case, this passage could have 

indeed applied to Him. Moreover, the events that are said to occur in 

the days of that rod, if they be interpreted figuratively, came to pass 

only in part, and if they be taken literally, failed absolutely and entirely 

to take place in the days of Christ.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Ch. 12
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Fatherhood and Sonship

14

This fatherhood and sonship are allegorical 

and symbolical. The Messianic reality is like 

unto a mirror through which the sun of 

divinity has become resplendent. If this 

mirror expresses "The light is in me" - it is 

sincere in its claim; therefore Jesus was 

truthful when he said, "The Father is in me.“

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, pp. 152-153

Source: https://pxhere.com/en/photo/927629



Divisions were created…

The Catholics declared Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, even 

pronouncing Him to be Deity itself. The Protestants announced the 

doctrine that Christ embodied two elements: the human and the 

divine. In brief, divisions were created in the religion of God, and it was 

not known which was pursuing the right pathway because there was 

no appointed center to whom Christ referred everyone, no successor 

whose word was a gateway to the truth.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 381-382
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Light from Light

God from God, 

Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

one in Being with the Father. 
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Being One

• The Bahá’í Faith states that the Manifestations are an 
emanation of God, but that does not mean they are 
made of the same substance as God.

• God shares His will through the Manifestations; but 
that does not mean He shares His essence. 

• Just like the sun shares his light, God also shares His 
will through the Manifestations. It does not mean that 
the rays are made of the same essence as the sun 
itself.

• However, we can not dissociate the rays from the sun, 
just like we can not dissociate the Manifestations from 
God. Therefore, we say they are one with God.

Source: media.bahai.org



God is pure perfection 

The reality of the Divinity is sanctified above singleness, then how 

much more above plurality. For that divine reality to descend into 

stations and degrees would be tantamount to deficiency, contrary to 

perfection, and utterly impossible. It has ever been, and will ever 

remain, in the loftiest heights of sanctity and purity….

God is pure perfection and the creation is absolute imperfection. For 

God to descend into the degrees of existence would be the greatest of 

imperfections; rather, His manifestation, dawning, and effulgence are 

even as the appearance of the sun in a clear, bright, and polished 

mirror.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Ch. 27
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The Three Persons of the Trinity

…the reality of Christ was a clear mirror wherein the Sun of Truth –
that is, the divine Essence – appeared and shone forth with infinite 
perfections and attributes. It is not that the Sun, which is the Essence 
of the Divinity, was ever divided or multiplied – for it remains one – but 
it became manifest in the mirror. That is why Christ said, “The Father is 
in the Son”, meaning that that Sun is manifest and visible in this mirror.

The Holy Spirit is the outpouring grace of God which was revealed and 
manifested in the reality of Christ. Prophethood is the station of the 
heart of Christ, and the Holy Spirit is the station of His spirit. It is thus 
evident and established that the Essence of the Divinity is absolute 
oneness and has no peer, equal, or likeness.

‘Abdul’-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Ch. 31
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Divisions concerning Trinity

The Nestorians claim that Christ was merely a 

slave, a man like the rest, but God put his spirit 

upon him. The Catholics say that he was one of 

the persons of the trinity. Both are wrong.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 85
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Nestorian Mongolian Bishop. (Circa 13th century painting)
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He came down from heaven

Through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation, 

he came down from heaven:

21
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Salvation

• According to Christian teachings, earthly human life has a 
dual destiny: salvation or condemnation.

• The Bahá’í Faith does not relate the concept of salvation 
to issues like “original sin” or protection against evil 
forces.

• For the Bahá’í Faith, humans’ earthly life is only the first 
stage of our spiritual development. Salvation is 
understood as progressing in our spiritual lives.

• All Manifestations came down from the heaven of divine 
wIL This means all have the same divine source.

• Their message is a gate to salvation, because it provides 
guidance for our spiritual development and for the 
betterment of society.

22
Source: media.bahai.org



His reality was from heaven…

The text of the Gospel states that He came from heaven although 
physically born of the mother. The meaning is that the divine reality of 
Christ was from heaven, but the body was born of Mary. Therefore, He 
came according to the prophecies of the Holy Book and, likewise, 
according to natural law -- His reality from heaven, His body earthly. As 
He came before, so must He come this time in the same way. But some 
arise with objections, saying, "We must have literal proof of this 
through the senses."

The reality of Christ was always in heaven and will always be. This is 
the intention of the text of the Gospel. For while Jesus Christ walked 
upon the earth, He said, "The Son of Man is in heaven." 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 245
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For your salvation…

They read the Evangel and yet refuse to acknowledge the All-Glorious 
Lord, notwithstanding that He hath come through the potency of His 
exalted, His mighty and gracious dominion. We, verily, have come for 
your sakes, and have borne the misfortunes of the world for your 
salvation. Flee ye the One Who hath sacrificed His life that ye may be 
quickened? Fear God, O followers of the Spirit, and walk not in the 
footsteps of every divine that hath gone far astray. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 10
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Born of the Virgin Mary

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he was born of the Virgin Mary,

and became man.

The Virgin in Prayer, Sassoferrato (1609-1685)
Source: commons.wikimedia.org



Virgin Mary

• There are more refences to the Virgin Mary in the 
Bahá’í Writings than in the Bible.

• The Bahá’í Writings confirm the virgin birth of Christ 
but its importance is minimized. 

• In the Book of Certitude and in several other Tablets, 
Bahá’u’lláh confirms the Catholic conception of the 
virgin birth.

• In the Some Answered Questions, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
explicitly states that 'Christ found existence through 
the Spirit of God’.

• The Bahá’í Faith also affirms that Christ had brothers 
and sisters born in the natural way and conceived 
naturally.

26
Source: commons.wikimedia.org/



The state and condition of Mary

Likewise, reflect upon the state and condition of Mary. So deep was 
the perplexity of that most beauteous countenance, so grievous her 
case, that she bitterly regretted she had ever been born. To this 
beareth witness the text of the sacred verse wherein it is mentioned 
that after Mary had given birth to Jesus, she bemoaned her plight and 
cried out: “O would that I had died ere this, and been a thing 
forgotten, forgotten quite!” … Reflect, what answer could Mary have 
given to the people around her? How could she claim that a Babe 
Whose father was unknown had been conceived of the Holy Ghost? 
Therefore did Mary, that veiled and immortal Countenance, take up 
her Child and return unto her home. 

Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitab-i-Iqan, ¶59
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Mary exalted above other women

In the Quran we read that Muhammad spoke to his followers, saying:

'Why do you not believe in Christ, and in the Gospel? Why will you not 
accept Moses and the Prophets, for surely the Bible is the Book of 
God? In truth, Moses was a sublime Prophet, and Jesus was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. He came to the world through the Power of God, born 
of the Holy Spirit and of the blessed Virgin Mary. Mary, His mother, was 
a saint from Heaven. She passed her days in the Temple at prayer and 
food was sent to her from above. Her father, Zacharias, came to her 
and asked her from whence the food came, and Mary made answer, 
”From on high." Surely God made Mary to be exalted above all other 
women.’

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 47
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Virgin Birth

With regard to your question concerning the Virgin Birth of Jesus: On 
this point, as on several others, the Bahá’í Teachings are in full 
agreement with the doctrines of the Catholic Church. In the 'Kitáb-i-
Íqán' (Book of Certitude) p. 56, and in a few other Tablets still 
unpublished, Bahá’u’lláh confirms, however indirectly, the Catholic 
conception of the Virgin Birth. Also ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in the 'Some 
Answered Questions', Chap. XII, p. 73, explicitly states that 'Christ 
found existence through the Spirit of God' which statement necessarily 
implies, when viewed in the light of the text, that Jesus was not the 
son of Joseph.

From a letter dated October 14, 1945 
written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer

29



He rose again

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered died and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in fulfillment of the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

Vier Heilige
Source: commons.wikimedia.org



Death and Resurrection

• The martyrdom of Jesus Christ is affirmed in the Bahá’ís
writings.

• Bahá’u’lláh states that He “was to sacrifice him as a 
ransom for the sins and iniquities of all the peoples of the 
earth” (Gleanings, XXXII)

• In the Kitab-i-Iqan, Bahá’u’lláh describes the judgment of 
Christ by Pilate and Caiaphas, stating that He “held His 
peace” and later was killed.

• However, concerning resurrection, the Bahá’í Faith 
considers it is a symbolic way to describe a renewed 
influence of Jesus on His followers after the crucifixion.

31
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The sacrifice of Christ

Know thou that when the Son of Man yielded up His breath to God, 
the whole creation wept with a great weeping. By sacrificing Himself, 
however, a fresh capacity was infused into all created things. Its 
evidences, as witnessed in all the peoples of the earth, are now 
manifest before thee. The deepest wisdom which the sages have 
uttered, the profoundest learning which any mind hath unfolded, the 
arts which the ablest hands have produced, the influence exerted by 
the most potent of rulers, are but manifestations of the quickening 
power released by His transcendent, His all-pervasive, and resplendent 
Spirit.

Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, XXXVI
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A lifeless body…

The Cause of Christ was like a lifeless body; and when after three days 

the disciples became assured and steadfast, and began to serve the 

Cause of Christ, and resolved to spread the divine teachings, putting 

His counsels into practice, and arising to serve Him, the Reality of 

Christ became resplendent and His bounty appeared; His religion 

found life; His teachings and His admonitions became evident and 

visible. In other words, the Cause of Christ was like a lifeless body until 

the life and the bounty of the Holy Spirit surrounded it. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Ch. 23
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Not a bodily resurrection 

We do not believe that there was a bodily resurrection after the 

Crucifixion of Christ, but that there was a time after His Ascension 

when His disciples perceived spiritually His true greatness and realized 

He was eternal in being. This is what has been reported symbolically in 

the New Testament and been misunderstood. His eating with His 

disciples after resurrection is the same thing.

Written on behalf of the Guardian, 

9 October 1947 to an individual believer
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He will come again in glory

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 35
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Come again in glory…

• Christians believe in the return of Christ. Such expectation 
is based in several statements of the Bible.

• But what did He mean when He said He would return?

• Would we expect miraculous and terrifying events 
surrounding such an event?

• The Bahá’í Faith understands this return of the Messengers 
of God as being symbolic. Bahá’í theology does not teach 
the expectation of a bodily return but a return of the divine 
qualities of a Messenger. 

• Just like John the Baptist was believed to be the return of 
Elijah, Bahá’u’lláh is believed to be the return of Christ.

36
Source: media.bahai.org



Return of a Prophet…

It is clear and evident to thee that all the Prophets are the Temples of 
the Cause of God, Who have appeared clothed in divers attire. If thou 
wilt observe with discriminating eyes, thou wilt behold them all 
abiding in the same tabernacle, soaring in the same heaven, seated 
upon the same throne, uttering the same speech, and proclaiming the 
same Faith. Such is the unity of those Essences of being, those 
Luminaries of infinite and immeasurable splendor. Wherefore, should 
one of these Manifestations of Holiness proclaim saying: “I am the 
return of all the Prophets,” He verily speaketh the truth. In like manner, 
in every subsequent Revelation, the return of the former Revelation is 
a fact, the truth of which is firmly established. 

Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitab-i-Iqan, ¶59
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Like the coming of the spring…

…though the calendar changes and the years move forward, each 
springtime that comes is the return of the springtime that has gone; 
this spring is the renewal of the former spring. Springtime is 
springtime, no matter when or how often it comes. The divine 
Prophets are as the coming of spring, each renewing and quickening 
the teachings of the Prophet Who came before Him. Just as all seasons 
of spring are essentially one as to newness of life, vernal showers and 
beauty, so the essence of the mission and accomplishment of all the 
Prophets is one and the same. Now the people of religion have lost 
sight of the essential reality of the spiritual springtime. They have held 
tenaciously to ancestral forms and imitations, and because of this 
there is variance, strife and altercation among them. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 126-127
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Multiple returns

To Israel He was neither more nor less than the incarnation of the 

"Everlasting Father", the "Lord of Hosts" come down "with ten 

thousands of saints"; to Christendom Christ returned "in the glory of 

the Father", to S’ih Islám the return of the Imám husayn; to Sunní Islám

the descent of the "Spirit of God" (Jesus Christ); to the Zoroastrians the 

promised Sáh-Bahrám; to the Hindus the reincarnation of Krishna; to 

the Buddhists the fifth Buddha.

Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 94
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Holy Spirit and Trinity

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the
Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

Council of Nicaea 325
Source: commons.wikimedia.org



Holy Spirit in a Bahá’í perspective

• The Bahá’í Writings describe the Holy Spirit as a 
mediator between God and the creation.

• The Holy Spirit is an emanation from God but 
doesn’t have the same essence as the Creator.

• A recurrent metaphor in the Bahá’í Writings 
compares God to the sun, and the Holy Spirit to 
the rays of the sun.

• The Manifestations are like clean mirrors that 
reflect the rays of the sun in the world of mankind.

41
Source: commons.wikimedia.org



The rays of the sun

So we can say there must be a Mediator between God and Man, and 

this is none other than the Holy Spirit, which brings the created earth 

into relation with the ‘Unthinkable One’, the Divine Reality. The Divine 

Reality may be likened to the sun and the Holy Spirit to the rays of the 

sun. As the rays of the sun bring the light and warmth of the sun to the 

earth, giving life to all created beings, so do the ‘Manifestations’ bring 

the power of the Holy Spirit from the Divine Sun of Reality to give light 

and life to the souls of men.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 57
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Trinity

The question of the Trinity, since the time of His Holiness Christ until 

now, is the belief of the Christians, and to the present time all the 

learned among them are perplexed and confounded. All have 

confessed that the question is beyond the grasp of reason, for three 

cannot become one, nor one three. To unite these is impossible; it is 

either one or three. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Tablets of Abdu’l-Baha, p. 512
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John of Chrysostom

It is said that once John of Chrysostom was walking along the seashore 

thinking over the question of the trinity and trying to reconcile it with 

finite reason; his attention was attracted to a boy sitting on the shore 

putting water into a cup. Approaching him, he said, “My child, what art 

thou doing?” “I am trying to put the sea into this cup,” was the answer. 

“How foolish art thou,” said John, “in trying to do the impossible.” The 

child replied, “Thy work is stranger than mine, for thou art laboring to 

bring within the grasp of human intellect the conception of the trinity.” 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, p. 152

44



Baptism and Resurrection

We believe in one holy

catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one

baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

45

Peter baptizing the Centurion Cornelius
Source: commons.wikimedia.org



Rites and beliefs

• Bahá’ís don’t affiliate with any church. Therefore, they don’t follow 
their rituals or particular beliefs.

• In the Bahá’í Faith there is no ritual practice of confessing of sins in 
public or seeking absolution from another person. However, Bahá’ís 
are free to acknowledge spontaneously to have done some wrong or 
committed some transgression.

• The Bahá’í Faith also has no baptism or initiation rite. 

• For the Bahá’ís, the Resurrection is symbolic expression used in the 
Sacred Writings to describe a spiritual awakening or the recognition 
of a new Manifestation of God.

46



Begging forgiveness… 

When the sinner findeth himself wholly detached and freed from all 
save God, he should beg forgiveness and pardon from Him. Confession 
of sins and transgressions before human beings is not permissible, as it 
hath never been nor will ever be conducive to divine forgiveness. 
Moreover such confession before people results in one's humiliation 
and abasement, and God--exalted be His glory--wisheth not the 
humiliation of His servants. Verily He is the Compassionate, the 
Merciful. The sinner should, between himself and God, implore mercy 
from the Ocean of mercy, beg forgiveness from the Heaven of 
generosity …

Bahá'u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh (Bishárát), p. 24
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Baptism as a symbol

48

… this baptism with water was a symbol of 

repentance, and of seeking forgiveness of 

sins. But in the cycle of Bahá’u’lláh there is 

no longer need of this symbol; for its 

reality, which is to be baptized with the 

spirit and love of God, is understood and 

established.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 

Some Answered Questions, Ch. 19

The Baptism of the Neophytes. Masaccio  (1401–1428) 
Source: commons.wikimedia.org



Day of Resurrection

The meaning of ‘the Day of Resurrection’ in the sight of God and in the 

terminology of the people of truth is that, from the moment of the 

appearance of the Tree of Reality in every age and in every name, until 

the time of its disappearance, constitutes the Day of Resurrection. 

The Bab, The Persian Bayan, 2:7 (provisional translation).
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The nature of  Soul after death…

The nature of the soul after death can never be described, nor is it 

meet and permissible to reveal its whole character to the eyes of 

men.… The world beyond is as different from this world as this world is 

different from that of the child while still in the womb of its mother. 

When the soul attaineth the Presence of God, it will assume the form 

that best befitteth its immortality and is worthy of its celestial 

habitation. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha’u’llah, LXXXI
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Conclusion

• A profession of Faith is a template for a personal religious 
identification.

• In trying to define who was Jesus Christ and what are the core 
Christian beliefs, the Nicene Creed gives a Christocentric view of 
religious history. 

• It is a product theological evolution and reflects a 4th century 
mentality. Some aspects of the Creed are common to Bahá’í beliefs 
and are well based in the Bible.

• Others became dogmas contrary to reason and also contrary to the 
Bahá’í teachings.

• Knowing our points of agreement and divergence of beliefs is a 
starting point for meaningful and fruitful conversations.
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Links

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/credo.htm

https://ssvp.pt/credo/

http://bahai-library.com/pdf/m/masumian_christianity_bahai_faith.pdf

https://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/66949/how-does-the-
christology-of-the-bahai-faith-differ-from-that-of-trinitarian-chr

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nicene-Creed

https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Our-Fathers-Study-Nicene/dp/1591280435
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MARCO OLIVEIRA

http://www.facebook.com/Marco.Oliveira.PT

http://povodebaha.blogspot.com/

http://www.youtube.com/user/marco1963

http://www.scribd.com/Marco_Oliveira


