


“There are two kinds of Bahá’ís, one might say:
those whose religion is Bahá’í,
and those who live for the Faith.  

Needless to say, if we can belong to the latter category,
If we can be in the vanguard of heroes, martyrs and saints,
it is more praiseworthy in the sight of God.”

-Directives of the Guardian, 87.



This book is dedicated to the memory of Molly King, program director,
and James Kelly, administrator of Bosch Bahá’í School



Also to the memory of Marzieh Nabil Gail, whose early manuscript of John Bosch’s life 
is the foundational source for this biography. 



In its 2018 Ridvan Message, the 
Universal House of Justice announced
special gatherings in Haifa to 
commemorate the following:

November 2021: the 100th anniversary
of the Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

January 2022: the 100th anniversary 
of the public reading  of the Master’s Will

*********
John Bosch was present at both events
in November 1921 and January 1922. 



“No doubt, when the Cause spreads more throughout Switzerland, this fatherland of his will grow to be 
proud  of this heroic and noble soul it produced, even though the best days of his life were spent in America.”

-From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to Louise Bosch



Chapter 1:
On a Train



“In 1903, October, on the train from San
Francisco to Cloverdale, a Mrs. Beckwith
had a book with her called Abbas Effendi

After reading a few pages I asked her where 
I could obtain one as I felt strongly that I should 
read the whole book.

“It was the early edition of Abbas Effendi
by Phelps.  Mrs. Beckwith said that you go
and call on Mrs. Goodall in Oakland and that
I could buy a book from her.  

“Mrs. Beckwith said to me before going into this, 
that to hear of this is the greatest privilege, but
it will be followed up by the greatest obligations 
and better not know it if you cannot follow it.”



“I called on Mrs. Helen Goodall 
early in 1904 on Jackson Street 
in Oakland and she gave me the
first inspiring words and
explanations of the Báb,
Bahá’u’lláh, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá.”



“Mrs. Goodall’s value
is not known now; it
will be known in the
future. She has no 
other thought than 
to serve the Cause.  God has certain 

treasuries hidden in 
the world which He 
reveals when the time 
comes. She is like one 
of these treasuries.”

-’Abdu’l-Bahá



Helen Goodall corresponded with
John Bosch for over a year.  John’s
questions were primarily about the
station of the Manifestation of God.

In her letters to him,  Helen Goodall
was unambiguous and practical.

To John Bosch, she wrote: “The Master 
says that there is nothing that man 
cannot find out.”

It is in this spirit of the independent
investigation of Truth that John Bosch
decided to become a Bahá’í and he 
wrote to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá to declare his 
Faith.



Allah’o Abha
In God’s Name,
To the Greatest Branch:
I believe in the existence of an Almighty Power, 
of which we all are created and descendants.
By degree and choices we had manifestations and 
I sincerely believe that Thou art one of this higher 
exalted manifestation of the Universal Power.
Thy teachings are proof of the continuance of the
spiritual evolution and may my name be entered
in the Great Book of this Universal Life is my
earnest request.
My watchword will be “Justice.” 
Humbly Thy servant, 
John D. Bosch
May 29, 1905



Chapter 2:
Become as True Brethren



Thornton Chase  and John Bosch’s friendship was one of 
true spiritual brotherhood.

They corresponded on many Bahá’í subjects.  Thornton 
Chase often received Tablets from ‘Abdu’l-Bahá that were 
to be forwarded to an individual believer. 

In the following letter, Thornton Chase explains that
he has received an important Tablet from ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
addressed to John Bosch.



“My dear friend Mr. Bosch,
I am happy to enclose to you herewith a Tablet 
and translation from ‘Abdu’l-Bahá.

I congratulate you on getting this Tablet, even 
though it emphasizes the fact that spiritous 
liquors will not be used in the new Kingdom 
on earth.

Of course the change will come gradually, 
as all great changes do…”

[The following Tablet was enclosed]:



“Oh Thou who art attracted to the Kingdom
Of God!
…Regarding the use of liquors: According to 
The texts of the Book of Aqdas both light and
strong drinks are prohibited. The reason for 
this prohibition is that it leads the mind astray
and is the cause of weakening the body…

In brief:  I hope that thou mayest become
exhilarated with the wine of the love of God,
that thou mayest find Eternal Bliss and receive
inexhaustible joy and happiness.  

The after effect of drinking is depression, but 
the wine of the love of God becomes 
exaltation of the spirit.”              (To John Bosch in 1910)



Mr. Ahmad Sohrab, Washington, D.C.
My dear Spiritual Brother,
I am enclosing herewith a letter to our Master
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, which letter I wish you kindly send
to Him.  (Stamp and envelope enclosed herewith.)
Following the instruction of ’Abdu’l-Bahá, I feel 
inclined to gradually change my occupation and
business. For this reason I wish to find out if any
new production plants such as vines, grains, figs
nuts could be introduced here from Syria or 
Persia for good commercial results and going
hand and hand with Bahaism. We have good 
climate here in California and possibly plants 
from the East would mature well here.

-John D Bosch, August, 1910



‘Abdu’l-Bahá had not planned to come to 
California, but after the believers in California,
made an appeal to Him, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said that
if the friends showed firmness in the 
Covenant it would be a source of attraction
for ‘Abdu’l-Bahá.

Thornton Chase said to John Bosch that he
was not sure if the friends were ready for 
’Abdu’l-Bahá, whereupon John Bosch 
replied “I’m ready for Him!”



It is clear that John Bosch relied on Thornton Chase for deepening him in the Cause.  
The following letter from Thornton Chase to John Bosch illustrates the depth of 

Their discussions about the power of the Word of Bahá’u’lláh:



“The instructive power of this word is so strong and clear that
he who is touched by it soon finds that he knows more about spiritual
matters than his neighbor, and he gets a sort of spiritual swelled head.

It is like the youth who passes out from childhood into the period
of adolescence: he feels the currents of life within him  and thinks he
knows more than parents, brothers, sisters, or anyone else. We recognize
the source of this, and smile at him, although, for a while, he is an intolerable
nuisance.

As it is physically, so is it spiritually. “
-Letter dated March 21, 1911 from Thornton Chase to John Bosch



Thornton Chase would not live to see ‘Abdu’l-Bahá upon His arrival in California.
Mr. Chase became ill and died unexpectedly 

just as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s train was crossing the California-Nevada border.



Chapter 3:
I Have Travelled 8,000 Miles to See You



“When I heard  that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá intended to visit America, 
and was on the ocean from Alexandria, Egypt, I felt a strong 
desire to meet Him, not to meet Him for curiosity or a novelty, 
but for a longing to see Him.” -John Bosch



Arriving at the
Hotel Ansonia in 
New York, John Bosch
went to the fifth floor
of the hotel  and 
waited at the door
of his rooms for 
permission to enter.

Upon entering the room, 
John Bosch was greeted
warmly by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá.

John Bosch said to Him,
“I have travelled 3,000 
miles to see You,” and
‘Abdu’l-Bahá replied,
”I have travelled 8,000 
miles to see you.”



The believers in New York arranged for ‘Abdu’l-Bahá to have 
a sight-seeing tour of the city. As the taxis pulled up to the hotel,

‘Abdu’l-Bahá entered one of the taxis and then beckoned John Bosch 
into the taxi with Him, whereupon ‘Abdu’l-Bahá placed His head on 

John Bosch’s shoulder and had a restful nap.



John Bosch said to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá that he would like to have Him 
visit his home in Geyserville, California but admitted that it was not a palace. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá said, “With you, with you I would sleep in the basement.  



John Bosch was present at the laying of the Cornerstone for the future 
House of Worship in Wilmette. Various individuals represented various 

nations and John Bosch said that he represented Switzerland.



When it was time for John Bosch to return to California, John thanked ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
for allowing him to travel with Him from New York to Washington DC and Chicago, 

whereupon ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said, “I wanted you to come.”



Feast at the home of Helen Goodall in Oakland.  John Bosch is at the foot of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, holding the Greatest Name.



With the absence of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá,
and the passing of his closest friend
Thornton Chase, John Bosch was
alone.  

But not for long.  

John kept a record of the important
events of his life, and he catalogued
them by the number of years he had
been a Bahá’í:



1903, I read a book called Abbas Effendi

1909, in my 6th year, Convention

1910, in my 7th year, Mr. Chase

1912, in my 9th year, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in New York, Washington, Chicago, San Francisco

1913, in my 10th year, Louise came to my rescue.



Chapter 4:
Louise



Louise was 44 and John was 59 when they married,
but it was as though they had known each other all their lives.



Louise said, ”After first corresponding with John, I knew immediately that he was 
the man who would share the deepest concerns of my heart.”



John and Louise were married on January 19, 1914



Envelope containing a Tablet from ‘Abdu’l-Bahá to John and Louise, 
blessing their marriage.



Chapter 5:
Awakened by the Divine Plan



When the Tablets of the Divine Plan were released, Louise prayed for guidance 
on where she and John might pioneer. Louise had a dream about this book and 
she took it as a sign that she and John should pioneer to Tahiti.



Chapter 6:
Tahiti



John and Louise in Tahiti with newly declared Bahá’í, Alexander Drollet and his family.



Chapter 7:
‘Abdu’l-Bahá is in the Utmost Longing to See You



There were six western pilgrims in Haifa at the time
of the Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Baha:

John and Louise Bosch
Johanna Hauff

Dr. and Mrs. Krug
Ethel Rosenburg

In addition to these pilgrims, Curtis Kelsey was there 
to install the electrical wiring for the lighting that would 
Illumine the Shrine of the Báb



John Bosch had walks with ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in the garden 
one week before ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Ascension.



Munirih Khánum said that John and Louise Bosch were present at ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Ascension 
on behalf of all American believers.  John Bosch was asked to be a pall-bearer at the funeral.





John Bosch was present at 
the public reading of the 
Master’s Will and Testament, 
January 7, 1921.

Shoghi Effendi had no 
fore-knowledge that he would be 
appointed Guardian of the Cause. 
He is pictured here with his 
great-aunt Bahíyyih Khánum, 
“The Greatest Holy Leaf”



Chapter 8:
An Indefatigable Trio



Members of the Pacific Coast Bahá’í School Committee:
George Latimer (36), John Bosch (71), Leroy Ioas (30)



Chapter 9:
Not Alone of the Mind, but of the Depths of the Heart



Hand of the Cause of God, Louis Gregory

In 1925, Louis Gregory addressed the National 
Bahá’í Convention which was held in San Francisco 
that year.

He spoke about how the Bahá’ís can use the 
principle of the oneness of mankind as a force
that could be likened to the lever of Archimedes
through which the Bahá’ís could “move the world.”

John Bosch was among his hearers and was greatly
influenced by Louis Gregory’s appeal—an appeal 
that shaped John Bosch’s vision for the Geyserville
Bahá’í Summer School.



Another person who shaped John Bosch’s vision for the
Summer School was Sadie Oglesby.  She was the first 
female American Bahá’í of African descent to go on
pilgrimage and meet Shoghi Effendi.  Upon her return 
from pilgrimage, she addressed the delegates at the 
National Convention that year. 

“The world is looking to see what the Bahá’ís of 
America are going to do [about race unity].  In this 
great hour of turmoil, when everybody and every 
group of people are talking about universal 
brotherhood and justice, we Bahá’ís must be that
centre that is not living in the realm of thinking about 
it, but are the ones who actually have it in practice.”

-Sadie Oglesby, 1927 U.S. & Canada National Bahá’í Convention

The Convention voted to have the transcript of her address sent 
to all Spiritual Assemblies in U.S. and Canada.



Chapter 10:
Milly



The “Collins Gate” at the entrance
of the walk-way to the 
Shrine of Bahá’u’lláh.

The Guardian called Milly Collins
“the great benefactress” 
of the Cause.

She contributed to the building 
of dozens of Bahá’í buildings---
including the expansion of 
facilities at the 
Geyserville Bahá’í School



Milly often remarked that next to
Haifa, the only place she considered

paradise was the home of
John and Louise Bosch in Geyserville.



Chapter  11:
Saints



In one of His talks given in Paris in 1911, 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá described the qualities of a 
saint:  

“Saints are men who have freed themselves 
from the world of matter and who have 
overcome sin. They live in the world but are 
not of it, their thoughts being continually in 
the world of the spirit.  Their lives are spend in 
holiness, and their deeds show forth love, 
justice and godliness.”

John Bosch in 1946



John Bosch died on July 22, 1946.

Shoghi Effendi sent this cable:
“Profoundly grieve passing dearly-
beloved, great-hearted, high-minded,
distinguished servant Bahá’u’lláh,
John Bosch.  His saintly life, pioneer
services, historic contribution of 
institution of summer school, entitle
him to rank among outstanding figures
of the closing years heroic, and opening
years of the formative age of the Bahá’í
dispensation.  Concourse on high extol
his exalted services.  Assure his wife and
valiant companion of my deep-felt 
sympathy.  Advise hold special gathering
in Temple as tribute to his imperishable
memory.”


