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Last time: )

» Background to this presentation:
» August 18, 2019 WI Webinar: The Writings of the Bab

» hitp://wilmetieinstitute.org/overview-of-the-writings-of-

the-bab/
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http://wilmetteinstitute.org/overview-of-the-writings-of-the-bab/

This time:

» The Writings of Baha'u'llah: The “Most Great Ocean”

» Complete the trilogy of Central Figures: The Writings of
Abdu’'l-Bahd

» Address challenges:
» Access
» What is out theree

» “Chart the coastline”
» Content

» What does it saye

» “Plumb the depths”



Challenges on the path of approach: 4
The Writings of Baha’'v’llah

» ACCeSS

» Both original texts and translations are scattered,
uncoordinated (beyond the BWC)

» Majority of original texts (~55-60%) in Arabic
» Majority of texts (>90%) are untranslated

» For those wanting an exhaustive and systematic study:
where do they begin and where do they end? And where
can | find them?

» Content

» Size: ~6 million words (vs. ~5 million for the Bab)
~20,000 surviving works (vs. ~2,000 for the Bab)

» Uncharted vastness discourages the approach



The goadl 5

Create two aids for advanced study
» 1. Facilitating access: catalog the accessible sources
» Exhaustive list of what we presently have access to

» Both original texts and franslations: focus is on original
texts

» Spreadsheet method: see previous webinar
» Include all three Cenftral Figures
» 2. Exploring content: thematic reconstructions

» Multiple approaches possible



Caveat lector 6

» Thisis not an “introduction”: Familiarity with the Central
Figures and their principal works is assumed

» First, get one’s bearings...

» |. Take the sequence of Ruhi courses

» |l. Read the available published literature at bahai.org/library/
» ...before heading info uncharted waters

» lll. Thisresource: ZEVAN2 o=



https://www.bahai.org/library/

Primary sources for the inventory 7

» Existing lists of Bahda'u'llah’s Writings, in English

» Shoghi Effendi’s “Best-Known Works" list from the old Baha'i World volumes.
~150 items

» ‘Leiden List” ~500 items total: 2.5% of the total. Last update >10 years ago.

» Core resources
» Bahd'i Reference Library (hitps://www.bahai.org/library/)

» Iranian Bahd'i National Archives (INBA) (>100 volumes,
hitp://www.afnanlibrary.org/docs/persian-arabic-mss/inba/)

British Library (>50 volumes)

Misc. publications, scanned and digitized in Arabic/Persian/English.
www.bahailib.com etc.

Misc. publications still in paper form.

“intfernet-original content™: Misc. web sites such as www.bahai-library.com,
personal web sites



https://www.bahai.org/library/
http://www.afnanlibrary.org/docs/persian-arabic-mss/inba/
http://www.bahailib.com/
http://www.bahai-library.com/

Results of the inventory 8

» Availability:
» The Bdb: ~25% in public domain in original languages
» Bahd'u'llah: ~75%
» ‘Abdu’l-Bahd: ~40%

CATALOG COVERAGE, BY ITEM COUNT CATALOG COVERAGE, BY WORD COUNT
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» Reported utterances
» A few thousand more (mostly ‘Abdu’l-Bahd)



Accessing the inventory (~50MB pdf)

» hittp://blog.loomofreality.org/

ersian and in English tra

A Partial Inventory
of the Works of
the Central Figures
of the Baha'i Faith
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http://blog.loomofreality.org/

quSing qu'qlog en'l'ries http://blog.loomofreality.org/ ‘|O

. Kitab-i-Aqdas (The Most Holy Book). 10520 words, Ara. L Jal O
» ID uﬂ '“ } e i-,ﬁ?__ii-, _ oniss,
e
» Word Count
» Language ;ﬂ.awf
! ; COF.01
» First line (Ara/Per) 6PB.17
GPB.
» Manuscripts (Ara/Per)
» Publications (Ara/Per)
» Translations (Eng only) Con et
» First line in franslation e e
5, BLC.PTHOS6, BSC.110 #043-044+046x, BSC.156
> NOTGS BS 2 #547x.  The ﬁr.st duty prescribed by God for His servants is the
. recognition of Him Who is the Dayspring of His Revelation and the Fountain of
> Hyperllnks His laws... Notes: LAC.213-257, ROB3.275 et al, BKOG.351 et al, GPB.206 et

al, EBTB.155, EBTB.189, MMAH.199, G5H.133, LL#027.

» Intended as a scholarly fool: assumes acquaintance with
original languages, source criticism.


http://blog.loomofreality.org/

Some use cases 11

» Lookup from source reference (e.g., “"GWB#050")
» Refer to bibliography for source code abbreviations

» Lookup from words/phrases in first line

» Systematic readthrough

» Longest-to-shortest, shortest-to-longest
» Browse titles (from index)
» Browse questions (from index)
» Collation of original text from multiple manuscripts

» May be useful when authorized text at Bahd'i Reference
Library does not exist

hitp://blog.loomofreality.org/



http://blog.loomofreality.org/

Next step: Content
(appendix to the Inventory)

Kant's Critique of Pure Reason
» What can we know?¢
» What should we do¢

» What may we hope<¢

THE CANON OF PURE REASON 63%

THE CANON OF PURE REASON
Section 2

THE IDEAL oF THE HIGHEST GoOD, AS A DETERMINING
GROUND OF THE ULTIMATE END OF PURE REASON

Reason, in its speculative employment, conducted us
through the field of experience, and since it could not find
complete satisfaction there, from thence to speculative
ideas, which, however, in the end brought us back to experi-
ence. In so doing the ideas fulfilled their purpose, but in a
manner which, though useful, is not in accordance with our
expectation. One other line of enquiry still remains open to
us: namely, whether pure reason may not also be met with
in the practical sphere, and whether it may not there conduct
us to ideas which reach to those highest ends of pure reason
that we have just stated, and whether, therefore, reason may
not be able to supply to us from the standpoint of its practical
interest what it altogether refuses to supply in respect of its
speculative interest.

All the interests of my reason, speculative as well as
practical, combine in the three following questions:

1. What can I know?
2. What ought [ to do?
3. What may I hope?

The first question is merely speculative. We have, as [
flatter myself, exhausted all the possible answers to it, and at
last have found the answer with which reason must perforce
content itself, and with which, so long as it takes no account of
the practical, it has also good cause to be satisfied. But from
the two great ends to which the whole endeavour of pure
reason was really directed, we have remained just as far re-
moved as if through love of ease we had declined this labour
of enquiry at the very outset. So far, then, as knowledge is
concerned, this much, at least, is certain and definitively
established, that in respect of these two latter problems, know-
ledge is unattainable by us.

Thg sécond question is purely practical. As such it can
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A CIGSSIfIthlon APPENDIX
A SupJecT CLASSIFICATION SCHEME FOR THE BAHA'I WRITINGS:
SC h e m e Main HEADINGS

> WhOT can we |<ﬂ OW? Questions of being |. Degrees and Conditions of Existence METAPHYSICS,
THEOLOGY,
» What are the ultimate A. God and the Realm of the Divine Will NATURAL PHILOSOPHY
Th|ngs 'I'O kr]OW ObOUTe B. Metaphysics and Natural Philosophy
C. The Manifestations of God
> HOW do we knOW fheme D. The Covenant and the Faith of God
How does language

function as a vehicle for
‘I'he Trgnsmission Of Questions of knowledge Il. Knowledge, language and symbol EPISTEMOLOGY,

PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE,
knOW|edgeg A. Knowledge and the Investigation of Reality HERMENEUTICS
B. Language, Symbol and Interpretation
C. Sacred Writings: Modes, Styles, Disposition of
—
E—
Questions of conduct lll. Individual Reality and Development PSYCHOLOGY,

> WhOT ShOUId We doe PERSOMAL ETHICS,

A. Individual Spiritual Reality: Soul, Mind, Spirit MYSTICISM
8 DR 3 R B. The Spiritual Purpose of Human Existence
> AS IndIVIdUC”S' In relOTlon C. Spiritual Life and Practice
to ourselves, others, the 1 In Relation 1o God
Truthe 2. In Relation to Self
) N 3. In Relation to Others
As groups of individuals
that need to both
COO per(]‘l'e and Questions of governance IV. Collective Reality and Development JURISPRUDENCE,
com pe’re? SOCIOLOGY,
A. Laws and Ordinances ECONOMICS,
B. Prohibitions and Admonitions POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
C. Social Teachings
D. The Administrative Order and
the Baha'i Community

» What shall we hope? —

Questions of historical V. Past, Present, and Future HISTORY,

» Where did we come contingency ESCHATOLOGY
from, Qnd thf |(|nd Of q A. Beliefs and Dispensations of the Past
World are we CreOTIﬂ92 B. The Central Figures and Events of Their Ministries

C. Present and Future Order; Crisis and Victory;
Prophetic Statements




Classification:
sub-categories

» Links fo thematic
compilations of
extracts

» Shoghi Effendi,
Universal House of
Justice heavily
referenced here
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A SuBJECT CLASSIFICATION SCHEME FOR THE BAHA'I WRITING
SuB-HEADINGS

I.A. GOD AND THE REALM OF THE DiviNe WiLL

efficient c
of all things

n

divine phil
the realr

emanation:
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