Shaykh = abarsi: A Turning Point in the B &bi Faith
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(170 years since the conclusion of the episgde



1 It was the first time that the Qajar statebegan to
actively suppress theBabis.

1 Being the first of the Babi-state clashes, it influenced
the developments that led to the later battles

o Following theShaykh~ a b a@pissde, the state acted
more swiftly and forcefully against thgabis when
hostilities broke out in Nayriz and Zanjan.

{ Half of the Letters of the Living lost their lives in this
episode including Quddus andMulla 4 usayn



1 Lasted about eight months
T About 500Babisat Shaykh = abarsi (by January 1849)

1 The number of troops and irregulars fighting against
the Babis, 10,000 to 12,000 (by March 1849)

o Equipped with two cannons, two mortars, and two
howitzers

1 An estimated 1,500 dead, including some 4Babis.




Main Primary Sources
 ThreeB8 b2 an @¢yeBtadssgadcdunts
oLutf-6 Al't -M$Shizraaggzi 60s unti tl ed

The earliest anthemost extensivealbeit incomplete
account of the episode

Written within three years and three months of the
conclusion of theipheavalauthor executed in 1852)

Does not cover the conclusion of the conflict

The author | oi nedshoitlybefo® 4us
thar entry into Mazandaran



oMir Abu-Talib-ir-Shahmi rzadi 6s unti t |

Written much later, but before 18880es notover the
neginning of the episodée joined thdabis after they
nad taken shelter ®8aykh a b ar s ?

oHajiNasiri-Qazvi ni 0s eyewitness ;

Much shorter than the other tywaeritten not long before
theauthordied in prison in 1300/18833

Nalil did not have access to the first and third accounts
there areimportant discrepancies between his narrative
and the first eyewitness accounhhere are also

guestions thaNahil does not answer.



{ The Babi account ofMahjur -i-Zavar itifled i V aygi 0
al-mimiy y i ho

It seems to havieeenwritten in 1278/1861162.
{ Official Qajar chronicles
1 Western diplomatic reports

T NaA r iDm®&8 hds edict to the
Mazandaran

go



Context
The Bab incarcerated atChabhriqg

Interrogation of the Bab in Tabriz, c. 23 April 1848

0 The Babproclaimed to be the promisedad)i. m
Seriouc hal | enge to the Oul
0 Hewas lastinadoed









