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¶ It was the first time that the Qajar state began to 

actively suppress the Bábís. 

¶ Being the first of the Bábí-state clashes, it influenced 

the developments that led to the later battles. 

o Following the Shaykh abars² episode, the state acted 

more swiftly and forcefully against the Bábís when 

hostilities broke out in Nayriz and Zanjan. 

¶ Half of the Letters of the Living lost their lives in this 

episode, including Quddús and Mullá  usayn. 

  



¶ Lasted about eight months 

¶ About 500 Bábís at Shaykh abarsí (by January 1849) 

¶ The number of troops and irregulars fighting against 

the Bábís, 10,000 to 12,000 (by March 1849) 

o Equipped with two cannons, two mortars, and two 

howitzers 

¶ An estimated 1,500 dead, including some 450 Bábís. 

 



Main Primary Sources 

¶ Three B§b² and Bah§ô² eyewitness accounts 

o Lutf-óAli Mirzay-i-Shiraziôs untitled chronicle 

The earliest and the most extensive, albeit incomplete, 

account of the episode 

Written within three years and three months of the 

conclusion of the upheaval (author executed in 1852) 

Does not cover the conclusion of the conflict 

The author joined Mull§ usaynôs party shortly before 

their entry into Mazandaran. 

 

 



o Mir Abu-Talib-i-Shahmirzadiôs untitled narrative 

Written much later, but before 1888; does not cover the 

beginning of the episode; he joined the Bábís after they 

had taken shelter at Shaykh abars². 

o Haji Nasir-i-Qazviniôs eyewitness account 

Much shorter than the other two; written not long before 

the author died in prison in 1300/1882ï83 

 

 

Nabíl did not have access to the first and third accounts; 

there are important discrepancies between his narrative 

and the first eyewitness account. There are also 

questions that Nabíl does not answer. 

 



¶ The Bábí account of Mahjúr -i-Zaváriôí titled ñVaqáyió 

al-mímíyyihò 

It seems to have been written in 1278/1861ï62. 

¶ Official Qajar chronicles 

¶ Western diplomatic reports 

¶ Ná iriôd-Dín Sh§hôs edict to the governor of 

Mazandaran 



Context 

The Báb incarcerated at Chahríq 

Interrogation of the Báb in Tabríz, c. 23 April 1848 

o The Báb proclaimed to be the promised Qáôim. 

Serious challenge to the óulama 

o He was bastinadoed. 



 



 


