
Dear Friends,

There are many translations. None are perfect, almost all of them can be useful in one way or another. 
As you know, the Guardian suggested the JM Rodwell translation. It is distinguished by the excellence 
of its translation and the chronological arrangement of the suras. I do not know what year the Guardian 
made this recommendation. The Arberry translation - which is preferred by many (though it is also 
imperfect) was first published in 1955, I believe. Since (and before) then there have been many. One of 
my favorites is the Yusuf Ali translation. It has the English on one side of the page and the Arabic on 
the other. Even if you do not understand the Arabic something important is communicated by the 
flowing nature of the Arabic script and the beauty of the shapes. And if you do understand Arabic then 
it is very handy. The Yusuf Ali translation also has copious notes, introductory material and much else. 
It was first published in the 30’s and has been republished in many editions, some better than others. 
One should be careful before purchasing one because sometimes late editions “correct” Yusuf Ali’s 
original work. Yusuf Ali was a remarkable man - died a pauper on the street in front of Parliament (I 
believe) in London. His biography is fascinating and his translation, or at least his modified translation,
is without doubt the most widely distributed in the world. The second list has a number of very useful 
sites for the study of the Qur’an and Islam.

I list here the Amazon page for several fine translations. If you snoop around on the web you can 
probably find e-versions (e.g. on archive.org: https://archive.org/details/thekoranalquran03434gut) or 
web pages with the entire work downloadable or otherwise freely accessible.

Translations
https://www.amazon.ca/Quran-Alan-Jones/dp/090609464X
https://www.amazon.ca/Koran-Interpreted-Translation-J-Arberry/dp/0684825074
https://www.amazon.ca/Koran-G-Margoliouth/dp/0486445690
https://www.amazon.com/Quran-Oxford-Worlds-Classics/dp/0199535957
https://www.amazon.ca/Holy-Quran-Abdullah-Yusuf-Ali/dp/1853267821
https://www.amazon.ca/Study-Quran-New-Translation-Commentary/dp/0061125865

Web resources
http://corpus.quran.com/
http://www.islamicity.org/quransearch/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://islam.uga.edu/
https://themuslimtimes.info/2012/02/04/forty-different-simultaneous-translations-of-the-holy-quran-in-
english/
http://www.quranbrowser.org/
http://www.islamawakened.com/index.php/qur-an

The last link, Islam Awakened, has over fifty translations for each verse, including the ones mentioned 
above (sometimes under questionable categories but nonetheless accurately presented) for each verse. 
Of course, there are duplicates. But this is a very useful site for the deep study of questions of 
translation of the Qur’án into English.

Todd
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