
Post-webinar Q&A on the Jinn mentioned in the Qur'an

Question:

I began reading the Qur'an for myself some months ago and was at first struck with how Bible-like it 
sounded. I got stuck on several references to the Jinn. Researching this, I found contemporary moslems
explaining this as reality. I believe there is a Shoghi Effendi writing stating this is a symbolic reference 
(did I dream that?) My point is why is this in any holy scripture and how to view this as authenticated 
Word of God? This is troubling me. As a relatively new Baha'i, I have a lot to process. If it wasn't True 
then, not True now, why is it in there? If it is symbolic, why is that not explained in the Book? 

Answer:

Your question is shared by many. Each scripture of each religion contains puzzles and mysteries. The 
Jinn in the Qur'an are particularly hard for post-industrial readers to digest. I am attaching here for your
possible interest an article on the Jinn from the Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an (bib details below). I think
a very useful clue to the Jinn mystery is stated in the opening paragraph:

“A category of created beings believed to possess powers for evil and good. 
Although their existence is never doubted, the jinn (Eng. “genie”) are presented 
in the Qurān as figures whose effective role has been considerably curtailed in 
comparison to that accorded to them by various forms of pre-Islamic religion.”

In other words, the Prophet, in accordance with the Quranic principle that all prophets have spoken to 
their communities in their communities’ own language (Q14:4), is speaking to his immediate audience 
in the terms they understand, because prior to Islam the Jinn were very much a part of the spiritual 
landscape of the Arabs. This is very much along the lines of the Bahai Writings using symbols and 
images from the Qur’an. Fortunately, Bahá’u’lláh has explained many of these in the Book of 
Certitude, and the Báb in many of his Writings also, as well as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’ in Some Answered 
Questions and other Works. 

You are absolutely correct that the Guardian has pronounced on the Jinn. You may find some of this 
here: http://bahai-library.com/forum/viewtopic.php?t=2104

It would also be a good idea to familiarize ourselves with as wide a spectrum as possible of how 
Muslims actually understand these verses in which the Jinn are mentioned. Some, for example, in an 
effort to understand the Holy Scripture, have posited that this is a reference to microbes and germs and 
the like.

Bahá’ís must read the Scriptures of others with love and sympathy and historical perspective. 

I hope this helps to some degree.

Best wishes,

Todd 
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