
The Qur’án 

The Bahá’í Faith teaches that apart from its own vast
body of Divine Revelation, the Qur’án is the only
other completely authentic scripture available to

humanity. The Bahá’í Writings, whether from
Bahá’u’lláh, The Báb, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the Beloved

Guardian or the House of Justice are characterized
by a consistent and powerful admiration for,

references to, and quotations from the Qur’án. It is
therefore true to say that there is much Qur’án in the
Bahá’í Teachings. During this seminar, we will study
both the form and contents of the Qur’án as a subject
of importance in itself and as a way of deepening our

knowledge of the Bahá’í Faith.

Selected Readings from the Bahá’í Writings on Islám and the
Prophet Muḥammad

Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh revealed after the Kitáb-i-
Aqdas, 162:
Blessing and peace be upon Him [Muḥammad] through Whose 
advent Baṭḥá’ [Mecca] is wreathed in smiles, and the sweet savours
of Whose raiment have shed fragrance upon all mankind-- He Who
came to protect men from that which would harm them in the 
world below. Exalted, immensely exalted is His station above the 
glorification of all beings and sanctified from the praise of the 
entire creation. Through His advent the tabernacle of stability and 
order was raised throughout the world and the ensign of knowledge
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hoisted among the nations. May blessings rest also upon His 
kindred and His companions through whom the standard of the 
unity of God and of His singleness was uplifted and the banners of 
celestial triumph were unfurled. Through them the religion of God 
was firmly established among His creatures and His Name 
magnified amidst His servants.

Bahá’u’lláh, Gems of Divine Mysteries (Javáhiru’l-Asrár), 41-42:
Know then that when Muḥammad, the Point of the Qur’án and the 
Light of the All-Glorious, came with perspicuous verses and 
luminous proofs manifested in such signs as are beyond the power 
of all existence to produce, He bade all men follow this lofty and 
outstretched Path in accordance with the precepts that He had 
brought from God. Whoso acknowledged Him, recognized the 
signs of God in His inmost Being, and saw in His beauty the 
changeless beauty of God, the decree of “resurrection”, 
“ingathering”, “life”, and “paradise” was passed upon him. For he 
who had believed in God and in the Manifestation of His beauty 
was raised from the grave of heedlessness, gathered together in the 
sacred ground of the heart, quickened to the life of faith and 
certitude, and admitted into the paradise of the divine presence. 
What paradise can be loftier than this, what ingathering mightier, 
and what resurrection greater? Indeed, should a soul be acquainted 
with these mysteries, he would grasp that which none other hath 
fathomed.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, 48-49:
The people of Islám were taught to realize how Jesus came from 
God and was born of the Spirit, and that He must be glorified of all
men. Moses was a prophet of God, and revealed in His day and for 
the people to whom He was sent, the Book of God.

Muḥammad recognized the sublime grandeur of Christ and 
the greatness of Moses and the prophets. If only the whole world 
would acknowledge the greatness of Muḥammad and all the 



3
Readings for Lawson Qur’an Seminar, MCBI, 28 January 2017

Heaven-sent Teachers, strife and discord would soon vanish from 
the face of the earth, and God's Kingdom would come among men.

Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice (a letter addressed to
the Bahá’ís of the West, 25 December 1938), 49:
Those who participate in such a [teaching] campaign, whether in 
an organizing capacity, or as workers to whose care the execution 
of the task itself has been committed, must, as an essential 
preliminary to the discharge of their duties, thoroughly familiarize 
themselves with the various aspects of the history and teachings of 
their Faith. In their efforts to achieve this purpose they must study 
for themselves, conscientiously and painstakingly, the literature of 
their Faith, delve into its teachings, assimilate its laws and 
principles, ponder its admonitions, tenets and purposes, commit to 
memory certain of its exhortations and prayers, master the 
essentials of its administration, and keep abreast of its current 
affairs and latest developments. They must strive to obtain, from 
sources that are authoritative and unbiased, a sound knowledge of 
the history and tenets of Islám—the source and background of their
Faith—and approach reverently and with a mind purged from 
preconceived ideas the study of the Qur’án which, apart from the 
sacred scriptures of the Bábí and Bahá’í Revelations, constitutes 
the only Book which can be regarded as an absolutely 
authenticated Repository of the Word of God. They must devote 
special attention to the investigation of those institutions and 
circumstances that are directly connected with the origin and birth 
of their Faith, with the station claimed by its Forerunner, and with 
the laws revealed by its Author.

Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day Is Come, 108:
As to Muḥammad, the Apostle of God, let none among His 
followers who read these pages, think for a moment that either 
Islám, or its Prophet, or His Book, or His appointed Successors, or 
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any of His authentic teachings, have been, or are to be in any way, 
or to however slight a degree, disparaged. The lineage of the Báb, 
the descendant of the Imám Ḥusayn; the divers and striking 
evidences, in Nabíl's Narrative, of the attitude of the Herald of our 
Faith towards the Founder, the Imáms, and the Book of Islám; the 
glowing tributes paid by Bahá’u’lláh in the Kitáb-i-Íqán to 
Muḥammad and His lawful Successors, and particularly to the 
“peerless and incomparable” Imám Ḥusayn; the arguments 
adduced, forcibly, fearlessly, and publicly by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, in 
churches and synagogues, to demonstrate the validity of the 
Message of the Arabian Prophet; . . . all proclaim, in no uncertain 
terms, the true attitude of the Bahá’í Faith towards its parent 
religion. - 

Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day Is Come, 108:
The Faith standing identified with the name of Bahá’u’lláh 
disclaims any intention to belittle any of the Prophets gone before 
Him, to whittle down any of their teachings, to obscure, however 
slightly, the radiance of their Revelations, to oust them from the 
hearts of their followers, to abrogate the fundamentals of their 
doctrines, to discard any of their revealed Books, or to suppress the
legitimate aspirations of their adherents. Repudiating the claim of 
any religion to be the final revelation of God to man, disclaiming 
finality for His own Revelation, Bahá’u’lláh inculcates the basic 
principle of the relativity of religious truth, the continuity of 
Divine Revelation, the progressiveness of religious experience. His
aim is to widen the basis of all revealed religions and to unravel 
the mysteries of their scriptures. He insists on the unqualified 
recognition of the unity of their purpose, restates the eternal 
verities they enshrine, coordinates their functions, distinguishes the
essential and the authentic from the nonessential and spurious in 
their teachings, separates the God-given truths from the priest-
prompted superstitions, and on this as a basis proclaims the 
possibility, and even prophecies the inevitability, of their 
unification, and the consummation of their highest hopes.
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Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day Is Come, 109:
What greater proof, it may be pertinently asked, can the divines of 
either Persia or Turkey require wherewith to demonstrate the 
recognition by the followers of Bahá’u’lláh of the exalted position 
occupied by the Prophet Muḥammad among the entire company of 
the Messengers of God? What greater service do these divines 
expect us to render the Cause of Islám? What greater evidence of 
our competence can they demand than that we should kindle, in 
quarters so far beyond their reach, the spark of an ardent and 
sincere conversion to the truth voiced by the Apostle of God, and 
obtain from the pen of royalty this public, and indeed historic, 
confession of His God-given Mission?

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, 57-58:
The Revelation, of which Bahá’u’lláh is the source and center, 
abrogates none of the religions that have preceded it, nor does it 
attempt, in the slightest degree, to distort their features or to belittle
their value. It disclaims any intention of dwarfing any of the 
Prophets of the past, or of whittling down the eternal verity of their
teachings. It can, in no wise, conflict with the spirit that animates 
their claims, nor does it seek to undermine the basis of any man’s 
allegiance to their cause. Its declared, its primary purpose is to 
enable every adherent of these Faiths to obtain a fuller 
understanding of the religion with which he stands identified, and 
to acquire a clearer apprehension of its purpose. It is neither 
eclectic in the presentation of its truths, nor arrogant in the 
affirmation of its claims. Its teachings revolve around the 
fundamental principle that religious truth is not absolute but 
relative, that Divine Revelation is progressive, not final. 
Unequivocally and without the least reservation it proclaims all 
established religions to be divine in origin, identical in their aims, 
complementary in their functions, continuous in their purpose, 
indispensable in their value to mankind.
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Lights of Guidance, New Delhi: Bahá'í Publishing Trust, 2nd rev. 
and enlarged edition, 1988, #1664.

There is so [much] misunderstanding about Islám in the West
in general that you have to dispel. Your task is rather difficult and 
requires a good deal of erudition. Your chief task is to acquaint the 
friends with the pure teaching of the Prophet [Muḥammad] as 
recorded in the Qur'án, and then to point out how these teachings 
have, throughout succeeding ages, influenced [,] nay [,] guided the 
course of human development. In other words, you have to show 
the position and significance of Islám in the history of civilization.

Lights of Guidance, #1665.
The mission of the American Bahá’ís is, no doubt to eventually 
establish the truth of Islám in the West. 

Lights of Guidance, #1695
[W]e must remember that every religion springs from some root, 
and just as Christianity sprang from Judaism, our own religion 
sprang from Islám, and that is why so many of the teachings 
deduce their proofs from Islám. (5 March 1957, Revised 
September 1990, in Buddha, Krishna, Zoroaster and Related 
Subjects, no. 25)

Related verses from the Holy Qur’án
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24:35
God is the Light of the heavens and the earth; the likeness of His 
Light is as a niche wherein is a lamp (the lamp in a glass, the glass 
as it were a glittering star) kindled from a Blessed Tree, an olive 
that is neither of the East nor of the West whose oil well-nigh 
would shine, even if no fire touched it; Light upon Light; (God 
guides to His Light whom He will.) (And God strikes similitudes 
for men, and God has knowledge of everything.)

41:53
We shall show them Our signs in every region of the creation and 
in themselves, until it becomes clear to them that this is the Truth. 
Is it not enough that your Lord witnesses everything?

5:48
We sent to you [Muḥammad] the Scripture with the truth, 
confirming the Scriptures that came before it, and with authority 
over them: so judge between them according to what God has sent 
down. Do not follow their whims, which deviate from the truth that
has come to you. We have assigned a law and a path to each of 
you. If God had so willed, He would have made you one 
community, but He wanted to test you through that which He has 
given you, so race to do good: you will all return to God and He 
will make clear to you the matters you differed about.
30:22
And of His signs is the creation of the heavens and earth and the 
variety of your tongues and hues. Surely in that are signs for all 
living beings.

49:13
People, We created you all from a single man and a single woman, 
and made you into races and tribes so that you should recognize 
one another. In God's eyes, the most honoured of you are the ones 
most mindful of Him: God is all knowing, all aware.
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48:26
While the disbelievers had fury in their hearts— the fury of 
ignorance— God sent His tranquility down to His Messenger and 
the believers and made binding on them [their] promise to obey 
God, for that was more appropriate and fitting for them. God has 
full knowledge of all things.

2:164
In the creation of the heavens and earth; in the alternation of night 
and day; in the ships that sail the seas with goods for people; in the
water which God sends down from the sky to give life to the earth 
when it has been barren, scattering all kinds of creatures over it; in 
the changing of the winds and clouds that run their appointed 
courses between the sky and earth: there are signs in all these for 
those who use their minds.


