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Question
When we talk about Divine Revelation…

…what differences and similarities exist
between Catholic Church and the Bahá‘í Faith?
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Dei Verbum
• The purpose of this presentation is to discuss some basic
Christian Catholic beliefs on Divine Revelation and to explain
its differences and similarities to the Bahá’í Faith.
• The “Dei Verbum” is one of the most important documents of
the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965).
• Its intention was to explain the “authentic doctrine on divine
revelation” and how it was transmitted throughout the
history.
• Studying the “Dei Verbum” will allow Bahá‘ís
to better understand the core beliefs of the
Roman Catholic Church on Divine Revelation.
• The phrase "Dei Verbum" is Latin for "Word
of God."
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Dei Verbum
Chapter 1:
Revelation itself
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Revelation Itself
• After the fall of Adam and Eve, God offered salvation to
humanity, sending Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses and then
Jesus Christ (“the word made flesh”) (#3).
• God revealed Himself and made His will known. This
revelation occurred through actions and words in history, and
reached its fullness with Jesus Christ (#2).
• The dispensation of Christ is considered a “new and definitive
covenant” and the Church expects “no further new public
revelation before the glorious manifestation of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (#4)
• God can be known through reason and revelation (#7).
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A Christocentric view of Revelation
• The myth of the fall is reaffirmed as a justification for the
concept of salvation.
• The notion of the finality of divine revelation is also stressed.
This finality will end with the return of Jesus Christ.
• The first chapter of the document presents a Christocentric
view of divine revelation.
Revelation
of Christ

Creation
/The Fall

Time
Prophets and Patriarchs

Apex of Divine Revelation

End of Times /
Return of Christ
Church and Holy Spirit
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Progressive Revelation
Religious truth is revealed by God progressively and cyclically
over time through a series of divine Messengers, and their
teachings are tailored to suit the needs of the time and place of
their appearance.

(…)
Bahá’u’lláh
The Báb
Muhammad
Jesus
Zoroaster

Buddha

Moses
Abraham
Krishna
(…)

Time
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One heavenly Source…
"There can be no doubt whatever that the peoples of the world,
of whatever race or religion, derive their inspiration from one
heavenly Source, and are the subjects of one God. The difference
between the ordinances under which they abide should be
attributed to the varying requirements and exigencies of the age
in which they were revealed. All of them.… were ordained of
God, and are a reflection of His Will and Purpose."
(Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, CXI)
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Dei Verbum
Chapter 2:
Handing on Divine Revelation
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Handing on Divine Revelation
• The Apostles preached the Gospel. Their words and deeds
conveyed the Message of Christ (#7).
• The Apostles left bishops as their successors, "handing over"
to them "the authority to teach in their own place“ (#7).
• This is the beginning of the “Apostolic Tradition,” believed to
be guided by the Holy Spirit. Several events in Catholic history
are believed to be a proof of the validity of this Tradition (#8).
• There is a strong link between sacred Scripture and Tradition.
Both are accepted with the same “loyalty and reverence”(#9).
• Both sacred Writings and Tradition are expressions of the
Divine Will. The task of the Church is to preserve, interpret
and preach the teachings that exist in the Sacred Writings and
Tradition (#10).
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Handing on Divine Revelation
• The Apostles of Christ are highly respected in the Bahá’í Faith.
• For the Bahá’ís, the Sacred Writings are not only a source of
divine guidance, but also a proof of a divine Messenger.
• The Catholic Church created another source of guidance: the
Apostolic Tradition, a process of handing doctrinal and spiritual
authority.
• In the Catholic Church there is no such thing
as a written Covenant (with a clear definition
of succession of authority, as in the Bahá’í
Faith). There is just a series of interpretations
of the Writings and of history to claim the
authority to the Tradition.
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The Apostles
"The Apostles were even as Letters, and Christ was the essence
of the Word Itself; and the meaning of the Word, which is grace
everlasting, cast a splendour on those Letters."
(Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, #29)

"...let it be stated without any hesitation or equivocation that ...
the primacy of Peter, the Prince of the apostles, is upheld and
defended."
(Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day is Come, p. 109)

"One's conduct must be like the conduct of Paul, and one's faith
similar to that of Peter."
(Selections From the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, #189)
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Receiving the Holy Spirit
• The Apostles received the Holy Spirit. Their words and acts
truly conveyed the teachings of Jesus Christ.
“… the descent of the Holy Spirit means that the Apostles were
attracted by the messianic Spirit, attained constancy and
steadfastness, found a new life through the spirit of God’s love,
and saw Christ to be their ever-living helper and protector. They
were mere drops and became the ocean; they were feeble gnats
and became soaring eagles; they were all weakness and became
endowed with strength.”
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, ch. 24:4
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Tradition and the Church
• Is the Catholic Tradition justifiable? Is it really a source of
divine guidance?
“First concerning the statement of Jesus Christ "Thou art Peter
and upon this rock...": this saying of Jesus establishes beyond
any doubt the primacy of Peter and also the principle of
succession, but is not explicit enough regarding the nature and
functioning of the Church itself. The Catholics have read too
much into that statement, and derived from it certain
conclusions which are quite unjustifiable.”
From a letter dated 7 September 1938
written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer.
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Dei Verbum
Chapter 3:
Sacred Scripture, its Inspiration
and Divine Interpretation
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Sacred Scripture,
its Inspiration and Divine Interpretation
• The Bible was written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
Their books teach divine truth faithfully and without error
(#11).
• To understand the sacred Writings we should be aware of
their diverse “literary forms.” The circumstances and cultural
environments where the books appeared should be taken in
consideration (#12).
• Interpreting scripture should also take tradition into account
and is subject to the judgment of the Church (#12).
• The Word of God is similar to human words, just like the Word
of God once assumed the flesh of human weakness (#13).
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Sacred Scripture,
its Inspiration and Divine Interpretation
• Bahá'u'lláh confirmed the spiritual authenticity of the Gospel
texts. [Kitab-i-Íqán, ¶93, ¶98]
• For the Bahá’í Faith, the books of the Bible are sacred
writings, although they are not word-for-word the utterances
and historical facts of the revelations they describe.
• Several Bahá’í books and tablets quote and
explain various texts of the Bible, including
Genesis, the Hebrew Prophets, each of the
Gospels, several of the New Testament
epistles, and the Revelation of St. John.
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Word of God
"You must know the Old and New Testaments as the Word of
God"

'Abdu'l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p.201

"This book is the Holy Book of God, of celestial Inspiration. It is

the Bible of Salvation, the Noble Gospel. It is the mystery of the
Kingdom and its light. It is the Divine Bounty, the sign of the
guidance of God."

‘Abdul-Bahá in London, p. 18

"When 'Abdu'l-Bahá states we believe what is in the Bible, He
means in substance. Not that we believe every word of it to be...
the authentic saying of the Prophet."
written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi,
Quoted in Hornby, H., Lights of Guidance: A Bahá'í Reference File
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An historical document?
• In the Bahá’í writings we can find hundreds of quotes and
allusions to Bible verses.
• However, we should have in mind that the references to Bible
stories, peoples, and Prophets do not mean that the Bahá’í
Faith believes these are historical facts or characters.
• But the spiritual meanings that these stories convey are truly
important and are reaffirmed in the Bahá’í writings.
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Dei Verbum
Chapter 4:
The Old Testament
21

The Old Testament
• God established a covenant with Abraham, renewed it with
Moses and spoke through the Prophets of Israel (#14).
• Thus, the Old Testament presents a plan of salvation that
prepares humanity for the advent of Christ (#15).
• The books of the Old Testament “contain some things which
are incomplete and temporary” but also display a “true divine
pedagogy,” including “sublime teachings about God, sound
wisdom about human life, and a wonderful treasury of
prayers” (#15).
• The Old Testament is a preparation for the new covenant
established by Christ, and its full meaning is exposed in the
New Testament (#16).
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The Hebrew Bible
• For the Bahá’í Faith, every divine revelation has a preparatory
message for the following revelation.
• The Hebrew Bible is part of the process of continuous divine
revelation.
• The prophets of Israel announced Christ and other
Manifestations of God.
• In the Kitáb-i-Íqán, Bahá’u’lláh refers to the following persons
and prophets of the Hebrew Bible: Abel, Noah, Abraham,
David, Moses and the Pharaoh.
• Bahá’u’lláh also revealed the Tablet of Patience (also known
as Tablet of Job).
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Abraham
"Later, the beauty of the countenance of the
Friend of God appeared from behind the veil,
and another standard of divine guidance was
hoisted. He invited the people of the earth to
the light of righteousness… It is well known
what a host of enemies besieged Him, until at
last the fires of envy and rebellion were kindled
against Him. And after the episode of the fire
came to pass, He, the lamp of God amongst
men, was, as recorded in all books and
chronicles, expelled from His city."
Bahá’u’lláh, Kitáb-i-Íqán, ¶11
The Caravan of Abram, by James Tissot
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Job
"Reflect upon his holiness Job: What trials,
calamities and perplexities did he not
endure! But these tests were like unto the
fire and his holiness Job was like unto pure
gold. Assuredly gold is purified by being
submitted to the fire and if it contain any
alloy or imperfection, it will disappear. That
is the reason why violent tests become the
cause of the everlasting glory of the
righteous and are conducive to the
destruction and disappearance of the
unrighteous."

Syriac Bible of Paris

Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, vol. 3, p. 655
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Moses
"Armed with the rod of celestial dominion, adorned with the
white hand of divine knowledge, and proceeding from the Párán
of the love of God, and wielding the serpent of power and
everlasting majesty, He [Moses] shone forth from the Sinai of
light upon the world. He summoned all the peoples and kindreds
of the earth to the kingdom of eternity.... Surely you are aware
of the fierce opposition of Pharaoh and his people, and of the
stones of idle fancy which the hands of infidels cast upon that
blessed Tree. So much so that Pharaoh and his people finally
arose and exerted their utmost endeavor to extinguish with the
waters of falsehood and denial the fire of that sacred Tree..."
Bahá’u’lláh, Kitáb-i-Íqán, ¶12
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Dei Verbum
Chapter 5:
The New Testament
27

The New Testament
• The New Testament presents the Word of God in its “most
excellent way” (#17). The Gospels have apostolic origin and a
preeminence in the New Testament (#18).
• Christ was the “Word made Flesh.” He “established the
kingdom of God on earth,” died, resurrected, and ascended to
Heaven (#17).
• The Church asserts unhesitatingly “historical character” of the
Gospels. The purpose of the authors of the Gospels was to the
tell us “honest truth about Jesus.” They selected some things,
reducing some to summaries and explaining others (#19).
• The epistles and other writings were “composed under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit,” describing “the beginnings of
the Church” and its growth (#20).
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The Word and the Gospels
• According to the Bahá’í teachings, the Gospels contain the
Word of God; but that doesn’t mean they are historically
reliable.
• The Gospels are a testimony of faith written many years after
the death of Christ; they refer to historical events, but cannot
be said to be historical documents because they do not
describe literally and exactly what happened.
• Therefore, several statements and stories in the Gospels
should be considered as spiritual truths and not literal facts or
statements.
• There are differences in the way Baha’is and Catholics
understand the Gospels. Let’s see some examples.
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Jesus: Incarnation
His Holiness Christ said: “The Father is in me.” This we must
understand through logical and scientific evidences, for if religious
principles do not accord with science and reason, they do not inspire
the heart with confidence and assurance…. Let us, free from past
tradition, investigate the reality of this matter. What is the meaning of
the father and the son?
This fatherhood and sonship are allegorical and symbolical. The
Messianic reality is like unto a mirror through which the sun of divinity
has become resplendent. If this mirror expresses “The light is in me” –
it is sincere in its claim; therefore Jesus was truthful when he said,
“The Father is in me.” The sun in the sky and the sun in the mirror are
one, are they not? – and yet we see there are apparently two suns.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, pp. 151-152.
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Jesus: Virgin Birth
"...regarding the birth of Jesus Christ. In the light
of what Bahá'u'lláh and `Abdu'l-Bahá have stated
concerning this subject it is evident that Jesus
came into this world through the direct
intervention of the Holy Spirit, and that
consequently His birth was quite miraculous.
This is an established fact, and the friends need
not feel at all surprised, as the belief in the
possibility of miracles has never been rejected in
the Teachings. Their importance, however, has
been minimized."
Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 31 December 1937,
quoted in Lights of Guidance

The Aeiparthenos (Ever Virgin)
by Theotokos of Vladimir
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Jesus: Miracles
The Bahá’í Faith does not deny the power of Manifestations of
God to perform miracles but tends to reinterpret accounts of
miracles as metaphors, for the more important miracles are
spiritual. Speaking of Jesus’s miracles, Bahá’u'lláh states:
"…through Him [Jesus] the leper recovered from the leprosy of
perversity and ignorance. Through Him, the unchaste and
wayward were healed. Through His power, born of Almighty
God, the eyes of the blind were opened, and the soul of the
sinner sanctified. Leprosy may be interpreted as any veil that
interveneth between man and the recognition of the Lord, his
God. Whoso alloweth himself to be shut out from Him is indeed
a leper."
(Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, XXXVI)
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Jesus: Resurrection
"We do not believe that there was a bodily
resurrection after the crucifixion of Christ, but
that there was a time after His ascension when
His disciples perceived spiritually his true
greatness and realized He was eternal in being.
This is what has been reported symbolically in
the New Testament and been misunderstood."
Shoghi Effendi, High Endeavors: Messages to Alaska, pp.69-70
Crucifixion,
by Bartolome Esteban Murillo
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Dei Verbum
Chapter 6:
Sacred Scripture
in the Life of the Church
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Sacred Scripture
in the Life of the Church
• The Church considers the scriptures and the tradition as a
“supreme rule of Faith.” All preaching should be “nourished
and regulated” by scripture (#21).
• Christians should have access to the Writings; therefore,
“suitable and correct” translations are encouraged (#22).
Translations should have the necessary explanations for
Christians and non Christians (#25).
• A deeper understanding of the scriptures is required. Exegetes
and theologians, under the vigilance of the Church, should
explain the meaning of the scriptures (#23, #24).
• The clergy and lay people are urged to diligent reading and
careful study of the scriptures, accompanied by prayer (#25).
• Reading and studying of the scriptures will foster a stimulus in
believer’s spiritual life (#26).
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The meaning of Sacred Writings
• The Manifestations of God always explained to their followers
the meaning of the sacred writings of previous religions. The
meanings they presented were different from current
understanding amongst clergy and people.
• This is a natural part of the process of Progressive Revelation.
• Jesus explained the meaning of Hebrew Writings to the
doctors in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52).
• Muhammad explained the meaning of the
Bible to some of His followers.
• Bahá’u’lláh and His son, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá,
expounded the meaning of various passages of
the Qur'án and the Bible (see The Book of
Certitude and Some Answered Questions).
Jagiełło
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A final remark
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Question
When we talk about Divine Revelation…

…what differences and similarities exist
between Catholic Church and the Bahá‘í Faith?
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Summary
• The concept of Divine Revelation has a wider scope in the Bahá'í Faith
than in the Catholic Church.
• For the Bahá'í Faith the Divine Revelation is a continuous and
progressive process (that includes Jesus and other Manifestations of
God); for the Catholic Church it ended with the revelation of Jesus.
• Both Catholic Church and the Bahá'í Faith venerate Mary, and affirm
the Apostles were guided by the Holy Spirit.
• The Catholic Church affirms that the Bible and the Apostolic Tradition
are sources of divine guidance; the Bahá'í Faith considers the Bible and
other Scriptures as being divinely inspired.
• The understanding of the sacred writings tends to be more symbolical
and metaphorical in the Bahá'í Faith and more literal in the Catholic
Church.
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Christianity in the Bahá’í Writings
• The many references to Christian themes found in the Bahá’í
Writings are an evidence of the strong links between
Christianity and the Bahá'í Faith.
• Similarities and differences will increasingly
become a subject for inspiring and serene
dialogue.
• Besides the Book of Certitude and Some
Answered Questions, other Bahá’í books
contain noteworthy references to the
Church, namely its internal and external
crisis and its future.
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Questions/Debate
• What is more correct to say:
 The Bible is the Word of God.
 The Bible contains the Word of God.
• How do Christians claim that the Revelation of Christ is definitive
and superior to others?
• The Bahá‘ís believe the Apostles were inspired by the Holy Spirit.
What about the Saints?
• What differences ad similarities exist in the authority of the
Universal House of Justice and the authority of the Vatican?
• Is there anything in the Bahá'í Faith similar to the Catholic
Tradition?
• For Christians and Bahá'ís, what is the importance of prayer when
studying the scriptures?
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