August 2018 eNewsletter
News about Upcoming Courses, Webinars, Web Talks,
Conferences, Learners' Actions, and Much More

News, Webinars,
Conferences,
Learners in Action
DEDICATION OF FIRST
HOUSE OF WORSHIP IN
COLOMBIA
The Universal House of Justice
Welcomes the Friends at the
Dedication of House of Worship in
Norte del
Cauca,
Colombia
The Universal
House of
Justice, in a
letter, greeted
some 1,000
attending the
dedication of
Colombia's
first House of Worship, "a collective center
for men's souls," calling it "a manifestation
of the power released through persistent
collective action, a center of attraction for
all those longing to work for the renewal of
their society."

Courses for Next Two
Months
August - September 2018
See Anytime Courses at the End of the List of
Courses

Third-Term Courses: August
Fourth Term Courses:
September
Learn how to discuss federation as a solution to
world upheavals

Building a World Federation:
The Key to Resolving Our
Global Crises
A course in the Department of Social Transformation
Lead Faculty: Sovaida Ma'ani Ewing

The Next Best Thing to Being at the
Colombian House of Worship
Dedication
The Baha'i
World News
Service posted
an amazing
article about
the dedication
of the
Colombian
Temple, containing photographs, three
video clips (music, 4:46; press conference,
1:00; and volunteers speaking about
preparations, 2:17), and a narrative about
the program and visits to the newly
opened House of worship. You will feel
close to the dedication.
Local House of Worship in Norte del
Cauca, Colombia: Before Dedication,
the Architect Reflected on "Spiritual
Architecture"
As the dedication of the
local House of Worship
in Norte del Cauca,
Columbia, on July 22,
drew near, the
building's architect
talked about how culture, environment,
and spiritual principles influenced the
design.
Colombian Temple Hosts "My First
Visit" Programs for Local Communities
"An oasis of hope," according to one
speaker at the dedication ceremony on July
22, the Colombian Temple is hosting three
Sunday "My First Visit" programs allowing
people from neighboring communities to
participate in the House of Worship's
opening. See more photographs of the
dedication, and do not miss the short,
joyous (7:55) video about the Temple, its
surroundings, and its dedication.

Duration of course: Seven weeks (August 15 - October 3,
2018)
As humanity passes through stages of
collective growth and moves apace
toward integration and unity, it finds
itself caught in the thick of many
painful and seemingly intractable
challenges that mark a turbulent
adolescence--crises such as climate
change, financial upheavals,
proliferation of nuclear weapons, gross
human-rights atrocities, and
mismanagement of critical natural resources. In Building a
World Federation: The Key to Resolving Our Global Crises,
we will examine how we can solve these and similar problems
using 'Abdu'l-Baha's advice offered a century ago about
establishing collective decision-making and implementing
institutions that can and should evolve into a world federation of
nation-states. We will also explore the lessons we can usefully
glean from the American experience of establishing a federation
as well as from Europe's ongoing experiment as it moves toward
deeper integration. Finally, we will learn how to respond
effectively to skeptics who argue that creating a global
federation is a pipe-dream because nations will never be willing
to cede sovereignty, and we will equip ourselves with ways to
allay fears that such a move will lead to an abusive world
government that is so excessively centralized that it will not
heed the voices of diverse populations and minorities and will
trample upon their rights.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Understand more about Baha'u'llah's principles of
progressive revelation and interfaith dialogue

The Tabernacle of Unity:
Baha'u'llah's Letters to
Zoroastrians
A course in the Department of History and Texts

Wilmette Institute News
A New Look--An August Web
Talk on "Tahirih: Beyond
Emancipation"
Sign up now for Dr. Roya
Akhavan's Web Talk on "Tahirih:
Beyond Emancipation" to learn
more about the iconic Tahirih
than her role in the
emancipation of women. READ>>
Three August Online Courses with
Their Roots in Unity: Watch the Video
Spend a little over a minute finding out in

Lead Faculty: Susan Maneck
Duration of course: Seven weeks (August 20 - October 8,
2018)
The five tablets in The Tabernacle of Unity
addressed to Zoroastrians and Zoroastrian
Baha'is proclaim some of the central
tenets of Baha'u'llah's Faith and the
universality of His prophetic claims. We
will undertake a careful reading of the five
tablets, exploring the Baha'i concepts of
progressive revelation and the role of
religion in advancing human civilization;
the relevance of the tablets to interfaith

a video about three courses starting in
August and the theme of unity that unites
them: Building a World Federation, The
Tabernacle of Unity: Baha'u'llah's
Tablets to Zoroastrians, and The
Destiny of America. Visit the course
descriptions in the right column and watch
the video.

dialogue; and what the tablets teach us about the process of
revelation.

Wilmette Institute Board Meets,
Develops Far-Sighted New Plans
The Wilmette Institute Board lays out
ambitious new goals to extend its offerings
to Baha'is and its outreach to educational
institutions with college/university-credit
courses. READ>>

The Destiny of America

A Blind Learner Offers Help Navigating
Moodle to Other Blind Learners
Ruby Edgar, a totally blind learner, signed
up for the recent course on The Advent of
Divine Justice, mastered Moodle,
participated fully in the course, and now
has offered to help other learners with
sight problems. READ>>
Spanish Translations of Web Talks: A
Result of North and South American
Collaboration
Spanish translations for a number of
Wilmette Institute Web Talks are coming to
us from the ANISA Academy in South
America. Six translations of Web Talks are
now available with more on the way. Read
the article in English and/or Spanish!
READ>>
Traducciones al español de
webinarios: Fruto de la colaboración
entre las Américas de norte y sur
La traducción al español de una serie de
webinarios del Instituto Wilmette nos llega
desde la Academia ANISA en Sudamérica.
Ya están disponibles seis traducciones y
hay otras en camino. ¡Lea el artículo en
inglés y/o en español! LEER>>
Letters to the Editor: "Mark
Tobey and the Evolution of
'White Writing'--The
Awakening of Spirit" with
Robert Weinberg
The Web Talk on American
artist Mark Tobey drew many
comments and much praise
from many listeners. It's time to watch the
talk if you missed it or revisit the talk if
you did. READ>>
Letter to the Editor: The Seven

Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

What is the Baha'i concept of the destiny of
America?

Another course in the Department of Social Transformation
Lead Faculty: Christopher Buck
Duration of course: Seven weeks (August 25 - October 13,
2018)
Discussing the destiny of America is
an excellent way to engage in
spiritual conversations and in the
public discourses of society (while
avoiding partisan politics). To equip
learners for such conversations, we
will study passages from Baha'i
sacred and authoritative texts on
America's spiritual potential and
destiny and its ideal world role. We
will also study statements on America by the Bab, Baha'u'llah,
'Abdu'l-Baha (including a newly authorized translation of "A
Prayer for the confirmation of the American Government"),
Shoghi Effendi, and the Universal House of Justice. In addition,
we will examine selected chapters from God & Apple Pie:
Religious Myths and Visions of America to obtain a broader
outlook on the destiny of America from the perspectives of other
religions, thus adding a comparative dimension to this course.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Find answers to poverty, environmental
destruction, and respecting human rights

Sustainable Development
and the Prosperity of
Humankind
A course in the Department of Social Transformation
Lead Faculty: Arthur Lyon Dahl
Faculty: Christine Muller, Laurent Mesbah

Valleys, a Deepening with Sohrab
Kourosh
As the summer season
begins to retreat, plan
some time to revisit a
Wilmette Institute Web
Talk deepening on
Baha'u'llah's Seven
Valleys and to learn
more about this
important mystical
work. READ>>
Letter to the Editor: The Kitab-i-Iqan-Another Deepening with Sohrab
Kourosh
An illuminating Wilmette Institute Web Talk
on the Kitab-i-Iqan, the most significant of
Baha'u'llah's writings on the spiritual
significance of the Faith, promises to
increase your understanding of the Iqan.
READ>>

Wilmette Institute Web Talks
for August-September
Access information about Wilmette
Institute Web Talks and lists of talks from
2015 through 2018.
"Tahirih: Beyond Emancipation"
Sunday, Aug. 19, 2018
Roya Akhavan
"Baha'i Identity: Conscientious Spirituality
and the Games People Play"
Sunday Sept. 9, 2018
Robin Chandler
"4,000 Years of Divine Curriculum--What
Has God Been Teaching Us?"
Sunday Sept. 23, 2018
Edward Price

Snapshots of Learners in
Action
A Sacred Whole-"When I Am You,
You Are Me, We Are
the People"
From a learner in
Indigenous
Perspectives on the
Sacred, read a
powerful poem about
the relationship
between indigenous peoples in the United

Duration of course: Seven weeks (September 1 - October 19,
2018)
Are you troubled by the poverty and
suffering of people at home and
abroad, concerned about the future
of your children, and worried about
the destruction of the environment
on which their lives depend? These
are the challenges of sustainable
development, requiring a fundamental transformation in the
economic, social, and environmental actions of our lives and
society. In Sustainable Development and the Prosperity of
Humankind we will explore the profound implications of the
Baha'i teachings for sustainability and the scientific and spiritual
principles that can ensure the future prosperity of humankind.
We will explore how carrying "forward an ever-advancing
civilization" is conditioned on respecting the human rights of all
people as well as planetary limits. We will learn to see the Baha'i
core activities in a new light and to infuse them with deeper
meaning.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid
Watch Video

States and colonists from abroad. And find
out the door that it has opened for her.
READ>>

NEW COURSE
Help you children learn how to serve at home and
in their community

Some Answered Questions: Finding
Paradigm Shifts in Understanding
Bahá'í and Christian
Theology
Eric Stanton analyzed
what he learned in the
Some Answered
Questions course in
terms of what it meant to
him as a new Baha'i
twenty-five years ago and
what it means to him now--and how his
new understandings equip him better to
teach Christians. READ>>

Fostering a Baha'i Identity in
Children

Contributions to Social Action
and Public Discourse
Living Responsibly--Eat
Lower on the Food Chain:
Make Your Life a Beautiful
Prayer
Find out what eating lower on
the food chain means, why it is
important for you, your family,
and the environment, and how
you can implement diet changes gradually.
READ>>

A new course in the Department of Marriage and Family
Faculty: Julie Iraninejad, Chelsea Lee Smith
Duration of course: Seven weeks (September 3 - October 28,
2018)
How can we help children make love
for Baha'u'llah and the desire to be
of service to others the foundation of
their lives? This course enables
parents to explore how they can
foster a child's connection to the
Baha'i Faith through developing
spiritually uplifting routines at home,
enabling their children to engage in service within the home as
well as in their communities, and aligning family activities with
the current goals of their communities. Participants will be given
positive parenting tools inspired by the Baha'i writings as well as
hands-on strategies for implementing spiritual practices at
home. Materials are suited for those with children eleven years
old and under.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

News
e*lix*ir Publishes New Issue on the
Healing Power of Art
e*lix*ir, an online journal of the arts, has
announced the publication of its latest
issue devoted to the healing power of art.
The issue contains an editorial, a memoir,
a comic from Iran, poetry and paintings,
an essay, and reviews of new children's
books.
ebbf Appoints Nabil Elias to
New Dean of Education
Position
To explore new learning
frameworks for testing best
practices for contributing to a
just civilization, the ebbf has
created a new position, a Dean
of Education, and has
appointed Dr. Nabil Elias as its first Dean.
READ>>
The Journal of Baha'i Studies, SpringSummer 2018, Now Available

For you and your seekers: it is always a good time
for an introduction to the Baha'i Faith

The Baha'i Faith: A
Comprehensive Introduction
A course in the Department of History and Texts: can be
available for college credit
Lead Faculty: Robert Stockman
Faculty: Bill Collins, Brent Poirier
Duration of course: Seven weeks (September 10 - October 29,
2018)
The Baha'i Faith: A
Comprehensive Introduction
offers a thorough and systematic
study of the Baha'i religion. We will
start with a review of the vastness of
the Baha'i Faith's authoritative texts,
which sets it apart from other
religions, relating them to each

The Association for
Baha'i Studies has
announced the
availability of the
Spring-Summer 2018
issue of The Journal of
Baha'i Studies. Copy
includes scholarship
and reality, Laura
Barney and 'Abdu'lBaha, economics, and
thankfulness in
adversity. You can read the journal for free
online, or order a printed copy.

Faculty and Web Talk Speaker
News
Faculty Anne Perry Publishes
"Selected Poems by Michael
Fitzgerald"
Nine Petal Press has recently
published Glimpses of Hope:
Selected Poems by Michael
Fitzgerald with a foreword by
Wilmette Institute faculty
Anne Perry, who, with her
husband, owns Nine Petal.
Faculty Susanne Alexander Co-Authors
Book on Preparing For
Marriage
With the provocative title
Starting with Me: Knowing
Myself before Finding a
Partner, Susanne Alexander
has co-authored a Baha'iteaching based book to help
those contemplating marriage. READ>>

Talks, Podcasts, and Events
by Other Organizations
ethical business for a better future /
Podcast
Episode 17: Design Processes That Enact
Social and Organizational Transformation
(18:29)
Baha'i Chair for World Peace Annual
Lecture 2018 / September 20, 2018
"Deconstructing Race/Reconstructing
Difference: Beyond the U.S. Paradigm"
Professor Jabari Mahiri
Registration necessary.
University of Maryland, College Park,
Maryland, USA

stage of the development of the Faith. In subsequent units we
will examine the fundamental concept of unity and its
implications for creating community, reforming the world, and
reconceptualizing such subjects as leadership, politics, and
conflict; the nature of God, revelation, Manifestation, humanity,
creation, religion, and the Baha'i Faith's relationship to other
faiths; the nature and spiritual development of human beings
and the role of marriage and family life; and the Baha'i approach
to reorganizing the social life and civilization of the human
species. In the historical section of the course we will examine
the development of the Baha'i community from the time of the
Bab (1844) to the present, considering the development of new
Baha'i institutions and the Faith's focus on several important
priorities: diversity, geographical spread, and empowerment of
the membership. The course is suitable for inquirers wishing a
basic overview, new Baha'is desiring a chance to explore the
religion they have accepted, and veteran Baha'is wishing to
refresh and deepen their understanding.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid
Watch Video

Study the background and history of the Baha'i
Faith

Introduction to Baha'i
History, 1863-2018
Another course in the Department of History and Texts: can be
available for college credit
Lead Faculty: Peter Smith
Faculty: Moojan Momen
Duration of course: Seven weeks (September 15 - November
13, 2018)
Baha'i History, 1863-2018 is a
brief overview of the development of
the Baha'i Faith since 1863 up to the
present day, covering the
establishment of the religion by
Baha'u'llah in the late-nineteenth
century and its subsequent
development under the leadership of
'Abdu'l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi, and
the Universal House of Justice. We
will also briefly examine the
background of the religion in the Babi movement in midnineteenth century Iran.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

NEW COURSE
Consultation? What it is and how it can strengthen

Conferences and Colloquia
Association for Baha'i Studies Annual
Conference / Aug. 9-12, 2018
Sheraton Hotel, Atlanta, GA, USA
Arab American Conference / Aug. 16-19,
2018
Open to Baha'is and close friends.
Conducted only in Arabic
Skokie, IL, USA
Baha'i Network for AIDS, Sexuality,
Addiction, and Abuse / Sept. 13-16
Open Circle Network - "One Soul in Many
Bodies"
Bosch Baha'i School, Santa Cruz, CA, USA
<hr size=2 width="100%" align=center>
'Irfan Colloquium / Oct. 4-7, 2018
Persian and English
Louhelen Baha'i School, Davison, MI, USA
Baha'i Chair for World Peace Conference /
Oct. 16-17, 2018
"The Future of Humanity: The Challenge of
Global Peace and Security"
University of Maryland, College Park,
Maryland, USA
Parliament of the World's Religions / Nov.
1-7, 2018
"The Promise of Inclusion, the Power of
Love: Pursuing Global Understanding,
Reconciliation, and Change"
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
American Academy of Religion/Society of
Biblical Literature / Nov. 17-20, 2018
Registration (Advance, through Aug. 23;
regular registration, Aug. 24-Nov. 15).
Denver, CO, USA
Desert Rose Baha'i Institute / Nov. 23-24,
2018
"The Verge of the New: The Baha'i Faith
and the World"
Dr. Stephen Phelps, "Spiritual Renaissance,
Scientific Revolution"
Registration necessary.
Eloy, AZ, USA
<hr size=2 width="100%" align=center>
International Environment Forum, 23d
Conference / April 7-11, 2019
(in partnership with the 23d World
Conference on Health Promotion)
"Waiora: Promoting Planetary Health and
Sustainable Development"

your relationships

Consulting as a Couple
A course in the Department of Marriage and Family
Lead Faculty: Susanne Alexander
Faculty: Wendi Momen, Riaz Mostaghim
Duration of course: Four weeks (September 17 - October 8,
2018)
"Family consultation employing full
and frank discussion, and animated
by awareness of the need for
moderation and balance, can be the
panacea for domestic conflict,"
according to a letter written on
behalf of the Universal House of
Justice. In Consulting as a Couple,
we will discuss how to strengthen
your relationship or married-couple consultation skills; provide a
forum for reflecting on the current quality of your interactions
and what you want to improve; and discuss how to build
understanding, solve difficulties, and reach effective decisions
that you can carry out with confidence. We will also identify
spiritual principles and qualities for communication and
consultation, including equality, justice, wisdom, tact, and
timeliness; foster an understanding of consultation; address
challenges; and learn to consult well. The course is designed for
couples or individuals having a partner not enrolled in the course
with whom they can work. However, it is open to everyone.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Rotorua, New Zealand
ebbf 29th International Annual Learning
Event / May 2-5, 2019
"Rethinking Finance"
Registration not yet open.
Sign up for information
Geneva, Switzerland

WILMETTE INSTITUTE LINKS,
SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS, AND
OTHER LINKS
Wilmette Institute Links
Wilmette
Wilmette
System
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette

Institute: Public Website
Institute: Course Delivery
Institute:
Institute:
Institute:
Institute:
Institute:

Deepen Webinars
Student Projects
Reference Materials
Web Talks
Email for Information

Social Media Links
Follow the Wilmette Institute on Facebook
and Twitter! Doing so could get you a
discount on your next Wilmette Institute
course. The Institute is offering discount
codes for 10 or even 20 percent for
selected courses via those two social
media.
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette

Institute:
Institute:
Institute:
Institute:

YouTube Channel
Facebook Page
Twitter
SoundCloud

Other Links
Association for Baha'i Studies, North
America
Baha'i Chair for World Peace
Baha'i International Community
Baha'i World News Service
Baha'i World News Service Podcasts
Bosch Baha'i School
ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future)
Green Acre Baha'i School
Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity
International Baha'i Website
International Environment Forum
'Irfan Colloquia
Louhelen Baha'i School
Louis G. Gregory Museum
U.S. Baha'i Distribution Service
U.S. National Baha'i Library
Unity Museum
Worldwide Baha'i Community

NEW COURSE
Learn how to share with youngsters the special
Twin Birthdays of the twin Founders of the Baha'i
Faith

Sharing the Twin Birthdays
with Children
A course in the Department of Marriage and Family
Lead Faculty: Swathi Baskaran
Faculty: Chelsea Lee Smith
Duration of course: Six weeks (September 17 - October 28,
2018)
Sharing the Twin Birthdays with
Children is designed to help
parents, teachers, and other adults
share the birthdays of Baha'u'llah
and the Bab with children so that
they will understand the significance
and feel the spirit of these two
special Holy Days. Course materials
include stories from the lives of the
Twin Luminaries, printable activities, craft ideas, and songs.
Participants will receive inspiration and practical resources to
celebrate these birthdays in a fun and uplifting way with children
at home and in the community.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

NEW COURSE
Learn how to write about your reflections on the
Baha'i writings

Writing about the Writings:
The Art and Craft of the
Personal Reflection Piece
A course in the Independent Section of Arts and Literature
Lead Faculty: Sandra Hutchison
Duration of course: Seven weeks (September 25 - November
13, 2018)
The practice of exegesis,
or drawing the meaning
out of scriptural texts,
has, in the past, been
the province of scholars
specially qualified to
produce scholarly

Mark Your Calendar
Fourth Term (September - December)
Exploring the Book of Isaiah
October 1 - November 19, 2018
The Bab and Baha'u'llah: Two Lives, One
Story
October 5 - November 22, 2018
The Baha'i Faith and Social Change
October 10 - November 28, 2018
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf
October 15 - December 3, 2018
NEW COURSE: Building Intercultural
Understanding
as a Couple
October 22 - November 19, 2018
NEW COURSE: Communication Skills for
Spiritually Minded Parents
October 29 - December 16, 2018
Writing Biographies and Histories:
Recording Stories of People and Places
November 1 - December 19, 2018

commentary. In Writing about the Writings: The Art and
Craft of the Personal Reflection Piece, however, we will
engage in a different kind of exegesis with the goal of writing a
more informal and accessible kind of commentary that does not
require scholarly background--the personal reflection piece. The
assumption behind the course is that all readers have a share in
the multiplicity of meanings, which, according to 'Abdu'l-Baha,
are embedded within scripture. The purpose of the course is to
empower readers of Baha'i scripture to share their insights into
the Baha'i writings in the context of the personal reflection piece,
a form of commentary that does not employ the conventional
apparatus of scholarship, such as research, critical analysis, and
familiarity with other commentary on the same texts but, rather,
simply embodies the individual reader's thoughtful response to a
given passage, tablet, or longer work by the Baha'u'llah, the
Bab, or 'Abdu'l-Baha. You will learn the art and craft of writing
such a personal reflection piece by receiving instruction from
faculty as well as feedback from fellow students.
Course Description
Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Anytime
Courses:Work At
Your Own Pace
Video on Anytime Relationship Courses
Video on Storytelling Course
An Anytime Course. Work at Your Own Pace

NEW COURSE: Economic Justice and the
Baha'i World Order
November 5 - December 24, 2018

A Closer Look at
Storytelling

Science, Religion, and the Baha'i Faith
November 10 - December 28, 2018

Duration of course: Register when
you need to, 24/7/365.

Introduction to Shi'i Islam
November 15 - January 2, 2019

December 2018
Course Schedule
Below is the Wilmette Institute's course
schedule for December 2018. The schedule
is subject to change.

Fourth Term (December 2018)
Philosophy and the Baha'i Faith
December 1 - January 18, 2018

Faculty: Druzelle Cederquist
Open to anyone wishing to become a
more effective storyteller and to
acquire the mindset of a "storytellerin-training."
Course Description Fees Course
Schedule Register Financial Aid
An Anytime Course. Work at your own pace.

Thinking of Relationships
and Marriage?

The Promise of World Peace
December 5 - January 23, 2019

Duration of course: Register when
you need to, 24/7/365.

Judaism for Deepening and Dialogue
December 15 - February 12, 2019

For singles not yet in a relationship
and couples in the early stages of a
relationship. Participants will be
assigned a faulty-mentor.

Click here for the 2018 course schedule.

Course Description Fees Course
Schedule Register Financial Aid
An Anytime Course. Work at your own pace.

Are We Ready
for Marriage?
Duration of course: Register when
you need to, 24/7/365.
Open to couples seriously discussing
marrying. Participants will be
assigned a faculty-mentor.
Course Description Fees Course Schedule Register
Aid

Financial

An Anytime Course. Work at your own pace.

Engaging in Parental
Consent for Marriage
Duration of course: Register when you need
to, 24/7/365.
Open to individuals, couples, families, and
community groups. Study is self-guided.
Relationship coaches are available as needed
for help. One couple had this to say: "The
course helped a great deal to get my fiance
and me even more on the same page with
regard to how the Faith was guiding our
preparation, and we both managed to get
consent from our families. . . . We wanted to thank you all for all
your help."
Watch the video
Course Description Fees Course Schedule Register
Aid

Financial
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