


Introduction
 When we look at the world today, what is 

most visible to us is a process of collapse 
and disintegration reflected in the daily 
news we hear about violence, racial and 
religious prejudice, extremist movements, 
terrorism, and many other horrific events. 

 Is there any hope for the future of 
humanity?

Introduction
 When we look at the world today, 

what is most visib le to us is a process of 
collapse and disintegration reflec ted in 
the daily news we hear about 
violence, rac ial and religious 
prejudice, extremist movements, 
terrorism, and many other horrific  
events. 

 Is there any hope for the future of
humanity?



Two Key Points
 Since the mid-19th century we have 

been witness to major transformations in 
both the scientific/technological AND 
social/spiritual realms. And,

 Since the mid-19th century, the course of 
history has not been linear. Rather, a 
bifurcation happened in the 19th century, 
with two separate processes starting to 
move parallel to each other; one 
constructive and integrative, and the 
other destructive and disintegrative.  



Outline
 The 19th century was the starting point for the 

birth of a new, separate, and independent 
constructive process that has since been 
moving forward in the world unhindered and on 
its own plane. 
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Outline (cont’d)
 The 20th century was a time when major 

destructive events energized the 
constructive process, leading to the birth of 
regional and international collaborative 
systems.



Outline (cont’d)
 The 21st century is a time when the constructive 

process, and the collective global consciousness 
it has given birth to, have shed a bright light on 
the hideousness of the destructive and outworn 
mindsets of the past, and have challenged and 
delegitimized their existence.  

 In response, these outworn mindsets-- including 
racism, nationalism, religious strife, gender 
inequality, and economic inequity-- have 
resurfaced in the most extremist form, in a last 
stand.



Outline (cont’d)

 The last stand of the outworn and 
delegitimized mindsets is:

*  Energizing the constructive collective 
consciousness in the midst of the turmoil it is 
creating.

*  Leading to a growing awareness of oneness 
of humanity, the need to eliminate all forms of 
prejudice, achieve gender equality, find 
common ground in religious teachings, and 
mitigate the extremes of wealth and poverty.
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The 19th Century

 Abolition of slavery in the U.K. and the U.S.
 Action toward gaining equality of rights for 

women. 
 The inter-faith movement was born out of the 

first Parliament of World Religions.
 The idea of settlement of international disputes 

peacefully on the basis of international law. 

 



The 20th Century
 The League of Nations. 
 The United Nations.
 The Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 
 End to colonialization. 
 Peaceful rise of China and its integration into the 

world economic and political system. 
 European Union and other regional unions. 
 End to Apartheid in South Africa. 
 Fall of the Berlin wall, and dissolution of the 

Soviet Union into independent states.  
 Rise of democratic systems. 



The 21st Century
 The Millennium Summit and the idea of global 

“shared responsibility.”
 The rise of the concept of “moral capitalism” in 

business circles. 
 The empowerment of the World Court and 

International Criminal Court.
 The 2015 Parliament of World Religions.
 The Paris Climate Accord. 
 The rise of the Millennial generation who 

consider themselves as world citizens.  
 A new breed of billionaires committing 50% of 

their wealth to international development.



The Last Stand
 In the course of this constructive process, a 

gradual change has also taken place in the 
global collective consciousness: Racism, 
nationalism, religious strife, gender inequality, 
and extremes of wealth and poverty, which had 
defined human life for millennia, have now 
been delegitimized.   

 The groups privileged on the basis of these 
outworn mindsets now stand to lose their 
privileges and are, therefore, putting up a fight 
to return to their utopia of the past. 



The Last Stand (cont’d)
 This last stand is energizing the globally-

connected and socially-minded younger 
generation who also exercise a direct and 
visible influence on corporate decisions in their 
position as powerful consumers.

 Despite the turmoil and suffering that this last 
stand is causing, we can already see that it will 
ultimately be unsuccessful.  



Becoming a Catalyst in the 
Constructive Process

 What is our role in accelerating the constructive 
process?  

 Working to replace the adversarial model in all 
areas of human life with the consultation model, 
i.e., non-partisan decision-making based on 
independent investigation of the truth.

 Rather than “fighting against” the outworn 
mindsets that are collapsing on their own, focus 
our energies on building model communities that 
reflect our constructive ideals of oneness, 
equality, justice, and peace.



Thank you!
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