
   

   

Deepen Webinar series
                   

Kevin Locke on “Music and 
Native American Spirituality”

              

A free service 
of the Wilmette 
Institute course 

Native 
American 

Religion &    
Spirituality.  

 Friday
5 May, 2017

2 pm Eastern
1 pm Central
11 am Pacific



Bio:   KevinLocke.com

    Books & CDs can be ordered from www.kevinlocke.com. Dawn Flight: A Lakota
      Story (children’s book) is for sale here:  https://medicinewheel.education/



JF Kennedy Knew Natives Were Misunderstood

Kennedy wrote the introduction for 
The American Heritage Book of Indians 
(American Heritage Publishing, 1961). 

In it he said: 

“For a subject worked and reworked 
so often in novels, motion pictures, and 

television, American Indians remain 
probably the least understood and most 

misunderstood Americans of us all.”









The art of music is divine and effective. It is the food of 
the soul and spirit. Through the power and charm of music the 
spirit of man is uplifted. It has wonderful sway and effect 
in the hearts of children, for their hearts are pure and 
melodies have great influence in them. The latent talents with 
which the hearts of these children are endowed will find 
expression through the medium of music. Therefore, you must 
exert yourselves to make them proficient; teach them to sing 
with excellence and effect. It is incumbent upon each child to 
know something of music, for without knowledge of this 
art the melodies of instrument and voice cannot be 
rightly enjoyed. Likewise, it is necessary that the schools 
teach it in order that the souls and hearts of the pupils may 
become vivified and exhilarated and their lives be brightened 
with enjoyment.

The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 2nd. ed. 
(Wilmette: Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1982), p. 52 [147]





Wakȟáŋ Tȟáŋka, 
Tȟuŋkášila philámayayelo
Aŋpétu wakȟáŋ čha mayák’u 
welo philámayaye lo
Wičhózani (waŋ) mayák’u 
welo philámayaye philámayaye lo

Grandfather, Great Spirit 
I give you thanks & gratitude
For the blessings of this holy day 
I give you thanks & gratitude
For the blessings of health & well being 
I give you thanks & gratitude

  Lyrics of Song taught by Kevin



 Homework Assignment
Watch 10 videos of Native American songs. Listen for the four 
cascading parts Kevin described. Also practice singing the 
song of gratitude to the Great Spirit (with hand movements).

Recommended List of singing groups to explore (on YouTube).

    Black Lodge                 Indian Nation                Cozad 
    Southern Thunder       Meskwaki Nation          Red Bull 
    Southern Cree

NB: Much of the music featured in this webinar is not freely available 
for download, but you can find a shortlist of videos in the description 
for the webinar recording, at: https://youtu.be/tWP7ZgtvPXo.

https://youtu.be/tWP7ZgtvPXo
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