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Learning Objectives:
To be able to explain clearly the nature and purpose of
calendars.
To be able to explain to others the intent, significance,
and features of the Badí‘ calendar.
To understand, explain, and share with others the
significance of the more complete implementation of the
Badí‘ calendar at Naw-Rúz 172 (2015).
To explore the potential implications of this development
on the Bahá’í Faith and the world at large.



“The adoption of a new calendar in each
dispensation is a symbol of the power of Divine
Revelation to reshape human perception of
material, social, and spiritual reality. Through it,
sacred moments are distinguished, humanity’s
place in time and space reimagined, and the
rhythm of life recast. Next Naw-Rúz [2015]will
mark yet another historic step in the manifestation
of the unity of the people of Bahá and the
unfoldment of Bahá’u’lláh’s World Order.”
(The Universal House of Justice, letter to the Bahá’ís of the World, July 10, 2014.)





The Báb introduced a new calendar in the Bayán, known
now as the Badí‘ or Bahá'í calendar. The Báb appeared in
an Islamic environment in Iran, in which two calendars had
influence—the primary being the lunar Islamic calendar,
the secondary being the solar Hijri Persian calendar.
Badí‘ means “unique,” “wondrous.”





The Báb declared:
“God possesses Names infinite and without end, but all
things have been illumined by these names, for all things are
guided by their guidance. Within the hearts of these names,
nothing but God can be seen; indeed, within the heart of any
believer whatsoever, be it man or woman, nothing can be seen
but that name through which the heart receives assistance
from God, and in that name nothing can be seen but God and
God alone, except that creation and command are His, in the
past and in the future. No God is there save He, the Living,
the Self-Subsisting.” (Provisional translation from the Persian Bayán)
The Badí‘ Calendar is more than a calendar. It is a tool for the
spiritualization of time. Through the Badí‘ Calendar, time is
used to spiritualize ourselves by providing us with constant
reminders of the names and attributes of God.







The Báb Himself indicated that He was setting the foundation for the
calendar, and it was up to “Him Whom God will Make Manifest” to
accept it or reject it. The Báb’s Dispensation undermined the
foundations of Shia orthodoxy and thus paved the way for the coming
of Bahá’u’lláh. The Badí‘ calendar is one more indication of this
revolution.
The Báb’s calendar, or Badí‘ calendar, is solar based while the Muslim
calendar, which is lunar based, was just one of the many disruptions
that the Báb instituted in His short but violent dispensation. According
to this calendar, a day is the period from sunset to sunset. One of the
characteristics of starting a day at sundown is the emphasis on rest and
reflection at the beginning of that day.
Bahá’u’lláh accepted the calendar but left it up to the Universal House
of Justice to set the time of the vernal equinox (when Sun enters the
Zodiacal sign and constellation of Aries for the beginning of the New
Year).



“The Guardian has stated that the implementation, worldwide,
of the law concerning the timing of Naw-Rúz will require the
choice of a particular spot on earth which will serve as the
standard for the fixing of the time of the spring equinox. He
also indicated that the choice of this spot has been left to the
decision of the Universal House of Justice.” (The Kitáb-i-Aqdas n26: 179)
“Regarding Naw-Rúz : If the vernal equinox falls on the 21st of
March before sunset, it is celebrated on that day. If at any time
after sunset, Naw-Rúz will then, as stated by Bahá'u'lláh, fall on
the 22nd. As to which spot should be regarded as the standard,
this is a matter which the Universal House of Justice will have to
decide.” (Shoghi Effendi, Directives from the Guardian 30)



“We have decided that Ṭihrán,
the birthplace of the Abhá
Beauty, will be the spot on the
earth that will serve as the
standard for determining, by
means of astronomical
computations from reliable
sources, the moment of the
vernal equinox in the northern
hemisphere and thereby the day
of Naw-Rúz for the Bahá’í
world.”

The Universal House of Justice, letter to the
Bahá’ís of the World, July 10, 2014

Azadi Tower in Tehran





To mark the passage of time: “Migratory people don’t need to
know the exact time of the season, just generally, and keep track of
the phases of the moon.” (Robert Stockman, e-mail to author, June 29, 2015)
To calculate agricultural needs, such as when to plant, harvest, etc.:
“Agricultural societies need to keep track of the seasons very carefully in
order to plant, so they use solar calendars.”





(Robert Stockman, e-mail to author, June 29, 2015)

To mark new beginnings, such as the calendar (used 1793–1805)
created at the end of the French Revolution, which began when with
autumnal equinox in Paris. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Republican_Calendar)
To mark the start of a new religion, such as the Jewish and Muslim
calendars and the Sikh Nanakshahi calendar, created in 1999, thereby
annulling the previously used Hindu lunar calendar to mark feast days,
(https://www.allaboutsikhs.com/sikh-festivals/the-sikh-calendar-gurupurabs-and-festival-dates)

and, of course, the Badí‘ calendar.





Ancient Egyptians probably had the first
calendars. This was followed by the Mayan,
Zoroastrian, Jewish, and Muslim calendars, and so
on. Currently there are about 49 calendars used in
the world, often combined with some form of the
Gregorian calendar.
In the West, first came the Roman calendar with
its emphasis on the Roman Gods, followed by the
Julian calendar, named after Julius Caesar in 42
B.C., and the Gregorian calendar, named after Pope
Gregory XIII in 1582 A.D.







For the first 171 years of its existence, the Bahá’í community has had a
somewhat bifurcated set of commemorations. The believers of the
Middle East, including the Holy Land, celebrated certain Holy Days
according to the Islamic calendar; the believers in the rest of the world
observed all of the Holy Days according to their Gregorian equivalents.
In BE 172, this changed. In the more than 50 years of its existence, the
Universal House of Justice had one of its members oversee research on
the provisions of the Badí‘ calendar so that the Universal House of
Justice would be fully informed and could determine when to
implement those provisions, which was decided to be March 21, 2015.
One provision that was clear from the writings was the need to set a
place from which to determine the date of Naw-Rúz , from which all
other dates are calculated.







“A star in a solar system is the source of light which creates the
stellar day, the rotation period of orbiting planets regulates the
seasons on a planet surface, this combination is monitored and
recorded by a calendar.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_calendar Calendars, by their
very nature, chart the sun or moon in orbit throughout the
heavens.
Complete harmony is impossible because over time, neither sun
nor moon orbit are symmetrical, uniform, or mathematically even.
With the passing of each year, over time, “drift” occurs. (This
creates a Christmas-in-July phenomenon or being unable to judge
the seasons by the calendar, as in the Muslim calendar.)
If a calendar is based on the Sun—A year equals the time it takes
the earth to make one revolution around the sun or 365 days, 5
hours and 48 minutes. A day is the time it takes the earth to
rotate on its axis or 24 hours.





If a calendar is based on the Moon—A lunar year equals
twelve complete cycles of its phases in a year, or 354 days.
The complete cycle of phases from new moon to new moon
takes 29.5 days.. The moon goes around the Earth once every
27.3 days, but the lunar cycle from New Moon to New
Moon takes 29.5 days because the Earth moves around the
sun, and in 29 days it has moved just far enough so that the
new moon takes a little longer to be achieved (because the
new moon is the point where the moon is in line between the
Earth and the sun, and as the Earth moves around the sun,
that line moves as well). 365 days is 12.37 lunar phase cycles.
Neither of these calculations can be made to accurately
mimic what is happening in the heavens.

 Introduce

leap years or
intercalary days
 This practice was forbidden
in the Muslim calendar.





All of the calendars to date, except the Badí‘ calendar,
attempt to change a variable situation into a fixed one, a
dynamic to a constant. Nothing fixed can exactly match
what is happening in the skies. The Badí‘ calendar has
other provisions to fix his problem (the vernal equinox is
fixed in Tehran; intercalary days will be either 4 and 5
days to accommodate when Naw-Rúz takes place.)
Through modern means and the creation of the internet,
modern astronomy can now not only accurately predict
changes but can also distribute these changes in a
systematic and regular manner across the globe.

 It

was the first calendar created by a
Manifestation of God, the Báb.
 The early Roman/Julian calendar was
created before Jesus ascended and was
later slightly reformed in the
Gregorian calendar (1582 A.D.).
 The Muslim calendar was already in
effect when Muhammad was born.

 The

Báb created a calendar that was
composed of
 19 days with
 19 months in a year.
 19 years made a Váhid (“unity”) and
 19 Váhids (19 x 19) equals a Kull-iShay‘ (“All that is”) = 361 years.
 Báb divided the months as: 3 (Fire) +
4 (Air) + 6 (Water) + 6 (Earth)

Year

1 of the Badí‘
calendar was in 1844.
The first Váhid ended
19 years later, in 1863.

 The

second Kull–i-Shay‘ begins on
March 21, 2206 (1844 + 361 =
2205, completion of first Kull-iShay‘).



“For . . . the Bab (d.1850 CE) this Ramadan dawn prayer
was very precious and important. He quoted or recreated it numerous times in his Kitab-i Panj Sha‘n (Book
of the Five Grades) and Kitab al-asma’ (Book of Names).
His naming of the months of the Babi and later Baha’i
year is closely related to various of the divine attributes
found within this and related versions of the Dawn
Prayer. . . . Baha’u’llah [1817–1892] likewise several times
commented upon this Arabic prayer and frequently
alluded to it.” (Stephen Lambden, The Du`ā Saḥar = Du`ā al-Bahā' at
http://hurqalya.ucmerced.edu/node/86).

















]1[
،اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَلُ َك مِنْ َب َهائِ َك ِبأ َ ْب َها ُه
 اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَلُ َك ِب َب َهائِ َك ُكلِّ ِه،َو ُكل ُّ َب َهائِ َك َب ِه ٌّي
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Bahā' (Splendor) at its most Splendid (abhā')
for all Thy Splendor (bahā') is truly resplendent (bahiyy).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the fullness of Thy Splendor (bahā').
[2]
ٌ اللَّ ُه َّم إ ِّني أَ ْسأَلُ َك مِنْ َج َمالِ َك ِبأ َ ْج َملِ ِه َو ُكل ُّ َج َمالِ َك َجمِيل
اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَلُ َك ِب َج َمالِ َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Jamāl (Beauty) at its most beautiful (ajmal)
for all Thy Beauty (jamāl) is truly beauteous (jamīl).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Beauty (jamāl).

















،


]3[
ٌ اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَلُ َك مِنْ َجالَلِ َك ِبأ َ َجلِّ ِه َو ُكل ِّ َجالَلِ َك َجلِيل
اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَلُ َك ِب َجالَلِ َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Jalāl (Glory) in its supreme Glory (ajall)
for all Thy Glory (jalāl) is truly Glorious (jalīl).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the totality of Thy Glory (jalāl).
[4]
اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَلُ َك مِنْ َع َظ َمتِ َك ِبأ َ ْع َظ ِم َها َو ُكل ُّ َع َظ َمتِ َك َعظِ ي َم ٌة
اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أ ِْسأَلُ َك ِب َع َظ َمتِ َك ُكلِّ َها
O my God!
I beseech Thee by thy `Azimat (Grandeur) at its supreme Grandness (a`zam)
for all Thy Grandeur (`azamat) is truly Grandiose (`azim).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the fullness of Thy Grandeur (`azamat).
















]5[
ور َك َن ِّي ٌر
ِ  َو ُكل ُّ ُن،ِور َك ِبأ َ ْن َو ِره
ِ اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَل ُ َك مِنْ ُن
ور َك ُكلِّ ِه
ِ اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَل ُ َك ِب ُن
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Nūr (Light) through all of its Lights (anwār)
for all Thy Light (nūr) is truly Luminous (nayyīr).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Light (nūr).
[6]
س ِع َها َو ُكل ُّ َر ْح َمتِ َك َواسِ َع ٌة
َ اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَل ُ َك مِنْ َر ْح َمتِ َك ِبأ َ ْو
اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَل ُ َك ِب َر ْح َمتِ َك ُكلِّ َها
O my God!
I beseech Thee by thy Raḥmat (Mercy) by virtue of its All-Encompassing
nature (awsa`)
for all of Thy Mercy (raḥmat) is indeed All-Embracing ( wāsi`a).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Mercy (rahmat).



















]7[
اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَل ُ َك مِنْ َكلِ َماتِ َك ِبأ َ َت ِّم َها َو ُكل ُّ َكلِ َماتِ َك َتا َّم ٌة
ِ اللَّ ُه َّم إِ ِّني أَ ْسأَل ُ َك ِب َكلِ َماتِ َك ُك ِّل َها
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Kalimāt (Words) at their most Perfect (atamm)
for all Thy Words (kalimāt) are truly Complete (tāmmat).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the totality of Thy Words (kalimāt).
[8]
ٌ ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ َكمالِ َك ِبا َ ْك َملِ ِه َو ُكل ُّ َكمالِ َك كا ِمل
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب َكمالِ َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Kamāl (Perfection) in its absolute Perfectness (akmal)
for Thy Perfection (kamāl) is truly Perfect (kāmil).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the completeness of Thy Perfection (kamāl).

















]9[
ٌبيرة
َ اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ اَسمائِ َك ِبا َ ْك َب ِرها َو ُكل ُّ اَ ْسمائِ َك َك
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِبا َ ْسمائِ َك ُكلِّها
O my God!
I beseech thee by thy Asmā' (Names) by virtue of their supreme
Greatness (akbar)
for all Thy Names (asmā') are truly Great (kabīr).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the totality of Thy Names (asmā').
[10]
ٌزيزة
َ عِزتِ َك َع
َّ ُّ عِزتِ َك با َ َع ِّزها َو ُكل
َّ ْاَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِن
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِبع َِّزتِ َك ُكلِّها
O my God!
I beseech thee by Thy `Izzat (Might) at its utmost Mightiness (a`azza)
for all Thy Might (`izzat) is truly Mighty (`azīz).
I, verily, O my God!
beseech Thee by the fullness of Thy Might (`izzat).
















]11[
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ َمشِ َّيتِ َك ِبا َ ْمضاها َو ُكل ُّ َمشِ َّيتِ َك ماضِ َي ٌة
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب َمشِ َّيتِ َك ُكلِّها
O my God!
I beseech thee by Thy Mashiyya[t] (Will) at its most Conclusive (amḍā)
for all of thy Will (mashiyya[t]) is truly conclusive (māḍiyat).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the totality of Thy Will (mashiyya[t]).
[12]
َ ِّ ت ِبها َعلى ُكل
َ اس َت َط ْل
ش ْيء َو ُكل ُّ قُدْ َرتِ َك ُم ْس َتطيلَ ٌة
ْ اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ قُدْ َرتِ َك ِبا ْلقُدْ َر ِة الَّتي
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِبقُدْ َرتِ َك ُكلِّها
O my God!
I beseech thee by Thy Qudrat (Power) through the Power (qudrat) of
which Thou overshadoweth
all things for all of Thy Power (qudrat) is truly All-Subduing (mustatīlat).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the fullness of Power (qudrat).
















]13[
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ عِ ْل ِم َك ِبا َ ْن َف ِذ ِه َو ُكل ُّ عِ ْل ِم َك نافِ ٌذ
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب ِع ْل ِم َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy ‘Ilm (Knowledge) at its most Acute (anfad)
for all of Thy Knowledge (‘ilm) is truly Penetrating (nāfid).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Knowledge (`ilm).
[14]
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ َق ْولِ َك ِبا َ ْرضاهُ َو ُكل ُّ َق ْولِ َك َرضِ ٌّي
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب َق ْولِ َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Qawl (Speech) at its most Delightful (ardā)
for all Thy Speech (qawl) is especially Pleasing (raḍiyy).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Speech (qawl).









]15[
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ َمسائِلِ َك ِبا َ َح ِّبها ِالَ ْي َك َو ُكل ُّ َمسائِلِ َك ِالَ ْي َك َحبي َب ٌة
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب َمسائِلِ َك ُكلِّها
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Masā'il (Questions) which are most Agreeable
(ahabb) of Thee
for all of Thy Concerns (masā'il) are truly beloved (habīb).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thine affairs (masā'il).










[16]
َ ش َرفِ َك
َ ُّ ش َرفِ ِه َو ُكل
ْ َ ش َرفِ َك ِبا
َ ْاَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِن
ريف
ٌ ش
َ اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب
ش َرفِ َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech thee by thy Sharaf (Honour) which is most Honourable (sharaf)
for all of Thine Honour (sharaf) is truly Honoured (sharīf).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thine Honour (sharaf).
















]17[
سلطانِ َك دائِ ٌم
ُ ُّ س ْلطانِ َك ِباَدْ َو ِم ِه َو ُكل
ُ ْاَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِن
س ْلطانِ َك ُكلِّ ِه
ُ اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب
O My God!
I beseech thee by thy Sulṭān ("Sovereignty") at its most Permanent
(adwam)
for the whole of Thy Dominion (sulṭān) is truly Enduring (dā'im).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the absoluteness of Thy Sovereignty
(sulṭān).
[18]
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك مِنْ ُم ْل ِك َك ِبا َ ْف َخ ِر ِه َو ُكل ُّ ُم ْل ِك َك فا ِخ ٌر
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَل ُ َك ِب ُم ْل ِك َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Mulk (Dominion) at its most Magnificent (afkhar)
for the whole of Thy Dominion (mulk) is truly Excellent (fākhir).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Dominion (mulk).

















]19[
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك مِنْ ُعلُ ِّو َك ِبا َ ْعال ُه َو ُكل ُّ ُعلُ ِّو َك عال
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك ِب ُعلُ ِّو َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy `Ulūww (Sublimity) at its most Lofty (a`lā)
for the whole of Thy Sublimity (`ulūww) is truly Lofty (`āl[īn]).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the fullness of Thy Sublimity (`ulūww).
[20]
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك مِنْ َم ِّن َك ِبا َ ْق َد ِم ِه َو ُكل ُّ َم ِّن َك َقدي ٌم
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك ِب َم ِّن َك ُكلِّ ِه
O my God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Mann (Benevolence) at its most Immemorial (aqdam)
for the totality of Thy Benevolence (mann) is truly Pre-existent (qadīm).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the whole of Thy Benevolence (mann).

















]21[
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك مِنْ اياتِ َك ِبا َ ْك َرمِها َو ُكل ُّ آياتِ َك َكري َم ٌة
اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك ِبآياتِ َك ُكلِّها
O God!,
I beseech thee by thy āyāt (Verses/Signs) at their most Distinguished (akram)
for all Thy Verses (āyāt) (verses) are truly Precious (karīm).
I, verily, O my God! beseech Thee by the totality of Thy Verses (āyāt).
[22]
َ ِّ  َواَ ْساَلُ َك ِب ُكل، ت
َّ ت في ِه مِنَ ال
َ اَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك ِبما اَ ْن
ِ أن َوا ْل َج َب ُرو
شأْن َو ْح َد ُه َج َب ُروت َو ْح َدها
ِ ش
ُاَللّـ ُه َّم ِا ّني اَ ْساَلُ َك ِبما ُتجي ُبني ِب ِه حينَ اَ ْساَلُ َك َفا َ ِج ْبني يا َلَا
I, verily, beseech Thee, O my God!
by that whereby Thou hast Standing (sha'n) and Omnipotence (jabarūt) and I
supplicate Thee by virtue of every single quality (shan) and dimension of Power
(jabarūt) that Thou do indeed answer me by virtue of the foregoing at the very
moment I request of Thee! Wherefore do Thou answer me, O my God!
[Then ask thy requirement for this is surely a thing decreed].












Bahá/Splendor
Jalál/Glory
Jamál/Beauty
‘Azamat/Grandeur
Núr/Light
Raḥmat/Mercy
Kalimát/Words
Kamál/Perfections
Asmá’/Names
‘Izzat/Might

Months 1-10












Mashíyyat/Will
‘Ilm/Knowledge
Qudrat/Power
Qawl/Speech
Masá’il/Questions
Sharaf/Honor
Sulṭán/Sovereignty
Mulk/Dominion
[Ayyám-i-Há]
‘Alá’/Loftiness

Months 11-19 with
Intercalary Days



“The Bahá'í week starts on Saturday, and ends on
Friday. Like Judaism and Islam, days begin at sunset on
the previous solar day and end at sunset of the present
solar day. Bahá'í writings indicate that Friday is to be kept
as a day of rest. The practice of keeping Friday as a day
of rest is currently not observed in all countries; for
example, in the UK, the National Spiritual Assembly of
the Bahá’ís confirmed it does not currently keep this
practice.”
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%A1%27%C3%AD_calendar#Weekdays, accessed July 25, 2015)

Arabic Name

Arabic Script

English
Translation

Day of the Week

Jalál

جالل

Glory

Saturday

Jamál

جمال

Beauty

Sunday

Kamál

كمال

Perfection

Monday

Fiḍál

فضال

Grace

Tuesday

‘Idál

عدال

Justice

Wednesday

Istijlál

استجالل

Majesty

Thursday

Istiqlál

استقالل

Independence

Friday



Determine your birth date according to the Badí‘
calendar.



The Universal House of Justice, since the start of the
ninth Váhid (1996), has taken many decisions
designed to foster unprecedented unity of thought and
action. At Ridván 1996 it began by:
◦ Establishing training institutes in each country as a start to
promoting teaching and consolidation work.
◦ Establishing Regional Councils, an act that continued
throughout the 19-year period.
◦ Dividing each country into workable and sensible clusters.
◦ Providing guidelines for initiating core activities, forming
study circles, holding devotional meetings, undertaking home
visits, and organizing children’s and junior youth activities.
◦ Developing a new culture of free and open association with
the general public and the social environment around them.

 The

ninth Váhid began in 1996 and
ends March 20, 2015.
 We begin the tenth Váhid on March 21,
2015, at which time, the changes to the
Badí‘ calendar will begin.
 On March 21, 2015, we will be in the
month of Bahá, year 172 BE, tenth
Váhid, of the first Kull-i-Shay‘.





The vernal equinox is variable, occurring March 20,
21, or 22. The Báb set the start time at the vernal
equinox, which could occur on March 20, 21, or 22.
Traditionally, March 21 was chosen by Western
Bahá’ís as the date of the vernal equinox. The
Guardian confirmed it, pending future decision by
the House of Justice.
On July 10, 2014, the Universal House of Justice
announced that it was calling the Bahá’ís of the East
and West to “adopt” the provisions “that would
unite them in the common implementation of the
Badí‘ calendar.”







Now we have the tools to accurately predict the time when the
sun will enter Aries. And with the Universal House of Justice’s
designation of Tehran as the point of reference for this
occurrence, all parts of the globe can now be united with the
implementation of this mostly solar calendar.
Whatever time the “sun enters Aries” in Tehran (vernal equinox
or sun over the equator), the beginning of the Baha’í new year
occurs, even if it is one minute before sunset. For example, if
the sun sets at 6:03 in Tehran on March 21, and the sun enters
Aries at 6:02 on March 20, the date for the Naw-Rúz celebration
worldwide is on March 20.
The only lunar component is found in calculating the
anniversaries of the Twin Birthdays of the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh
(first and second days of Muharram). These anniversaries will
occur on at the eighth new moon after Naw-Rúz, as they did
when the Manifestations were born.







The celebration of the Twin Anniversaries will no doubt
release great spiritual energy into the world of being. Bahá’ís
all over the world will celebrate these Holy Days universally
and uniformly.
The Badí‘ calendar is not just a calendar to mark the passing
of time (as others have been created to do). It is also designed
to inspire spiritual progress by associating time with the
cultivation of human nobility. 1844 marked a new era in
humanity’s development. Each Kull-i-Shay‘ will mark a
convenient time to measure our progress.
The calendar is to set the rhythm of the Bahá’í community
life.



“And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that Day” (Isaiah, qted by Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of



An example of implementation of the Badí‘ Calendar is found at the Nineteen Day Feast. The
Bahá’í month is named after a quality, attribute, or name of God. A Theophoric
Metamorphosis or God-bearing change is inherent in that name or quality. Thus, if we
concentrate on the word and make ourselves the “bearer” of that name/quality we can raise our
awareness of the godly perfections suggested by the word and translate them in to action on
earth.
Reciting the name of the Bahá’í month is not in itself enough to acquire that godly
quality. Take, for example, the month of Núr or Light. Meditation followed by trying to
Manifest light will assist us in our own personal transformation. This can be followed
by trying to be a light unto others. The same for the divine name of Mercy. We may
wish to perform some deed of mercy or kindness by ministering to the sick or poor,
to forgive those who have hurt us and so on. The ways in which these qualities may be
Manifest may be differ from person to person. In these ways, we begin to effect a
Theophoric Metamorphosis in our selves and in society, thus advancing civilization
even if in a small but powerful way.
Exercise: Determine what day is today on the Badí‘ calendar; then determine how you will
implement the godly qualities represented in today’s dates. Use this example for other days of the
month.

Bahá’u’lláh 13).



The seven-day week has no particular astronomical significance that we know
of beyond its being approximately one quarter of a lunar cycle. Even though
Christians think that the adage to “observe one day of the week as the Sabbath
and to rest” comes from its religion, its practice actually came from
Mesopotamia, through Samaria and then through the Babylonians. Emperor
Constantine adopted the seven-day week in 321 AD, even though it previously
went into effect after the establishment of the Julian calendar in 45 BC.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Week)



Constantine, in 321 AD, decreed that Sunday would be the first day of the week
and dedicated Sunday to rest and worship.
((https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_the_days_of_the_week)) The week was already established in the
Old English language (wice), which translated into Sunday (Sun’s day);
Monday (Moon’s day); Tuesday (Tiw’s day, god of combat); Wednesday
(Odin’s day or Wodan’s day, mid-week; Day of Mercury, soul guide in next
world); Thursday (Day of thunder, day of Jupiter); Friday (Frigg’s day wife of
Odin, day of Venus). Saturday (“washing day,” eve of Sunday) was the only
day to retain its Roman name, after the planet Saturn.
((https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_the_days_of_the_week))





The Badí‘ calendar starts with Saturday and ends on Friday. Each
day has two names (which we will need to learn): the name of the
day of the week and the name of the day of the month, which is
the same as the months of the year. We will also need to learn the
days of the month, months and years of the Váhid.
“God possesses Names infinite and without end, but all things have
been illumined by these names, for all things are guided by their
guidance. Within the hearts of these names, nothing but God can
be seen; indeed, within the heart of any believer whatsoever, be it
man or woman, nothing can be seen but that name through which
the heart receives assistance from God, and in that name nothing
can be seen but God and God alone, except that creation and
command are His, in the past and in the future. No God is there
save He, the Living, the Self-Subsisting.” (The Báb, Persian Bayán, Vahid 1, Báb 2)



“‘The Festival of Naw-Rúz falleth on the day that the
sun entereth the sign of Aries,’ Bahá’u’lláh explains in
His Most Holy Book, ‘even should this occur no more
than one minute before sunset.’”
"Regarding Naw-Rúz, if the vernal equinox falls on
the 21st of March before sunset it is celebrated on that
day. If at any time after sunset, Naw-Rúz will then, as
stated by Bahá'u'lláh, fall on the 22nd. As to which
spot should be regarded as the standard, this is a
matter which the Universal House of Justice will have
to decide. . . ." (Shoghi Effendi, letter written on his behalf the National Spiritual Assembly of the
(The Universal House of Justice, July 10, 2014)



Bahá’ís of the United States and Canada, May 15, 1940 in Bahá'í News 138: 1, Sept. 1940)





In the Bayán, the Báb ordained the month of ‘Alá’ to be the month
of fasting, decreed that the day of Naw-Rúz should mark the
termination of that period, and designated Naw-Rúz as the Day of
God. Bahá'u'lláh confirms the Badí‘ calendar wherein Naw-Rúz is
designated as a feast. Naw-Rúz is the first day of the new year. It
coincides with the spring equinox in the northern hemisphere,
which usually occurs on March 21. Bahá'u'lláh explains that this
feast day is to be celebrated on whatever day the sun passes into the
constellation of Aries (that is, the vernal equinox), even should this
occur one minute before sunset (The Kitáb-i-Aqdas q/a35: 117).
Hence Naw-Rúz could fall on 20, 21, or 22 March, depending on the
time of the equinox. Bahá'u'lláh has left the details of many laws to
be filled in by the Universal House of Justice. Among these are
a number of matters affecting the Bahá'í calendar.



“The Guardian has stated that the implementation,
worldwide, of the law concerning the timing of Naw-Rúz
will require the choice of a particular spot on earth which will
serve as the standard for the fixing of the time of the spring
equinox. He also indicated that the choice of this spot has
been left to the decision of the Universal House of Justice.”
(The Kitáb-i-Aqdas n26: 179)



On July 10, 2014, the Universal House of Justice wrote to the
Bahá’í world, saying that it had made the decision to
universally implement the main aspects of the calendar
uniformly throughout the world. This legislation unhitches
the Bahá’í calendar its link to the Gregorian and Islamic
calendars and brings the worldwide Bahá’í community into a
new experience of time and of its independence from the
past.






The Badí‘ calendar not only serves to mark the passing of time
and to delineate the seasons. It also turns the entire concept of
time into a process of spiritualization.
The Universal House of Justice implemented three changes.
To canalize our spiritual power and unite Bahá’ís worldwide, the
Universal House of Justice:
1. Set Tehran as the center for the Bahá’í world for determining
Naw-Rúz and for making the celebrations of the anniversaries
of the Twin Birthdays of Bahá’u’lláh and the Báb consecutive
celebration for all Bahá’ís.
2. Set us on a pathway to celebrate the vernal equinox on the
exact day that it occurs in Tehran.
3. Inserted aspects of lunar into the solar calendar (lunisolar)
so that the Twin Birthdays are in consecutive order.

 Regarding

Days of Há or Ayyám-iHá. It is the Arabic letter “H,” which
stands for “Hu,” Arabic for “He.”
“He” stands for God.
 Hence “Ha” refers to God; these days
are the divine days.








The Gregorian and Badí‘ calendars are solar, and a year
represents one single solar passage of the earth around the
sun.
The Muslim calendar is a lunar calendar and is based on 12
lunar cycles to equal a year.
A lunar cycle runs from new moon to new moon and takes
29.5 days. Multiply that by 12, and you get 354 days.
The lunar Islamic year is 11 days shorter than the Gregorian
and Badí‘ solar year.
Bahá’u’lláh was born in the 2d day of the month of
Muharram. In 1817, it fell on November 12. 1n 1818, it fell 11
days earlier on the Gregorian calendar or November 1. A year
later, in 1819, it fell 11 days earlier again or on October 21. The
day before that, the first of Muharram, fell on October 20, the
day the Báb was born in 1819.







In 1820, both of those events moved yet another 11 days
earlier—to October 9 and 10. It takes about 30 years for the
month of Muharram to work its way backwards through the
seasons (at 11 days each year) and return to the fall.
When the Bahá’ís in Iran celebrated the births of the Báb and
Bahá’u’lláh according to the Islamic calendar, sometimes the
Twin Holy Days fell during the fast. When that happened,
they did not have to fast on those days.
Sometimes the Twin Holy Days fell during Ridván, too, since
Bahá’u’lláh indicated that the first day of Ridván should be
celebrated 31 days after Naw-Rúz. This was calculated
according to the solar calendar. Now these complications are
cleared up with implementation of the Badí‘ calendar.



“The Festivals of the Twin Birthdays, the Birth of
the Báb and the Birth of Bahá’u’lláh, have, in the
East, been traditionally observed according to their
correspondence to the first and second days of
Muḥarram in the Islamic calendar. ‘These two days
are accounted as one in the sight of God,’
Bahá’u’lláh affirms. Yet, a letter written on behalf of
the Guardian states, ‘In the future, no doubt all of
the Holy Days will follow the Solar calendar, and
provisions be made as to how the Twin Festivals will
be celebrated universally.’”
(The Universal House of Justice, July 10, 2014)





“How to satisfy the intrinsic lunar character of these blessed Days
within the context of a solar calendar has hitherto been
unanswered. We have decided that they will now be observed on the
first and the second day following the occurrence of the eighth new
moon after Naw-Rúz, as determined in advance by astronomical
tables using Ṭehrán as the point of reference.
“This will result in the observance of the Twin Birthdays moving,
year to year, within the months of Mashíyyat, ‘Ilm, and Qudrat of
the Badí‘ calendar, or from mid-October to mid-November
according to the Gregorian calendar. Next year [2015], the Birth of
the Báb will occur on 10 Qudrat and the Birth of Bahá’u’lláh on
11 Qudrat. With joy and eager anticipation, we look to the
upcoming bicentennial anniversaries of the Birth of Bahá’u’lláh
and the Birth of the Báb, in 174 and 176 B.E., respectively, which
the entire Bahá’í world will celebrate according to a common
calendar.” (The Universal House of Justice, July 10, 2014, emphasis added)












“The dates of the remaining Holy Days will be fixed
within the solar calendar in accordance with explicit
statements of Bahá’u’lláh, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and Shoghi
Effendi; we have decided to set aside certain
discrepancies in the historical record. The dates are:
“Naw-Rúz on 1 Bahá;
“the Festival of Riḍván from 13 Jalál to 5 Jamál;
“the Declaration of the Báb on 8 ‘Aẓamat;
“the Ascension of Bahá’u’lláh from 13 ‘Aẓamat;
“the Martyrdom of the Báb on 17 Raḥmat;
“the Day of the Covenant on 4 Qawl;
“and the Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá on 6 Qawl.”
(The Universal House of Justice, July 10, 2014)



“This November will witness the first universal observance of
the Twin Holy Birthdays of the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh according
to the Badí‘ calendar. In anticipation of this special occasion,
the Universal House of Justice is pleased to present you with
three Tablets from the forthcoming volume Days of
Remembrance, a collection of Writings from the Supreme Pen
revealed specifically for, or which otherwise pertain to, nine
Holy Days, to be published in English translation. As it is
expected that the book will only be available after mid-2016,
to assist the friends in their preparations for this year’s historic
commemoration of the Twin Birthdays the House of Justice
has asked that one Tablet concerning the Birth of the Báb and
two concerning the Birth of Bahá’u’lláh be sent to you in
advance. . . .”

“In the name of the One born on this day, Him Whom God hath made to be the
Herald of His Name, the Almighty, the All-Loving!
“Blessed art thou, O night! For through thee was born the Day
of God. . . .
“This is that first night, which God hath made to be a sign of
that second night whereon was born He Whom no praise can
befittingly extol and no attribute describe. . . .
“On this night the fragrance of nearness was wafted. . . .
“O night of the All-bountiful! In thee do We verily behold the
Mother Book. Is it a Book, in truth, or rather a child begotten? Nay,
by Myself! Such words pertain to the realm of names, whilst God
hath sanctified this Book above all names. . . . All that hath been
mentioned pertaineth to the realm of attributes, whereas the Mother
Book standeth supreme above this. . . .” (Bahá’u’lláh, Ayyám-i-Tis‘ih 12–15)

“He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great.
“The Birthday Festival is come, and He Who is the Beauty of God, the All-Powerful,
the All-Compelling, the All-Loving, hath ascended His Throne. Well is it with the one who in
this Day hath attained His presence and towards whom the gaze of God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting, hath been directed. Say: We have celebrated this Festival in the Most Great
Prison at a time when the kings of the earth have risen against Us. Yet the ascendancy of the
oppressor can never frustrate Us, nor can the hosts of the world dismay Us. Unto this doth
the All-Merciful bear witness in this most august station. . . .
“. . . This, verily, is the majesty of the Lord that hath encompassed the entire
creation, and this is His transcendent power that hath pervaded all them that see and all that is
seen. . . . Take heed lest the vain imaginings of them that have disbelieved in God perturb you,
or their idle fancies deter you from this outstretched path. . . .
“Would you hasten towards a mere pond, whilst the Most Great Ocean is stretched
out before your eyes? . . . Thus doth the Bird of Eternity warble upon the branches of Our
divine Lote-Tree. By God! A single one of its melodies sufficeth to enrapture the Concourse
on high, and beyond them the dwellers of the cities of names, and beyond them those who
circle round His Throne at morn and eventide. . . .
“. . . renounce those who idly dispute the verses that God hath revealed, and who
have disbelieved in their Lord when He came invested with proof and testimony.”
(Bahá’u’lláh, Ayyám-i-Tis‘ih 45–47)

“He is the Most Holy, the Most Great.
“This is the month wherein was born He Who beareth the Most Great Name, Whose
appearance hath caused the limbs of humankind to quake and the dust of Whose footsteps the
Concourse on high and the dwellers of the cities of names have sought for a blessing. . . . This is the
month through which all other months have been illumined, the month wherein He Who is the
hidden Secret and the well-guarded Treasure hath been made manifest and hath called aloud amidst
all humankind. All dominion belongeth to this newborn Child through Whom the face of creation
hath been wreathed in smiles. . . .
“This is the month wherein Paradise itself was decked forth with the splendors of the
countenance of its Lord, the All-Mercilful, and the heavenly Nightingale warbled its melody upon
the Divine Lote-Tree, and the hearts of the favored ones were filled with rapture. But alas the
people, for the most part, are heedless. Blessed be the one who hath recognized Him and
apprehended that which was promised in the Books of God, the Almighty, the All-Praised; and woe
betide him that hath turned aside from the One upon Whom the Concourse on high have fixed their
gaze, Him who hath confounded every wayward misbeliever.
“When once thou hast received this Tablet, intone it in the sweetest of melodies and say:
Praise be to Thee, O my most merciful Lord, for remembering me in this Tablet whereby the
fragrance of the garment of Thy knowledge was diffused and the oceans of Thy grace were made to
surge. I bear witness that Thou art potent to do as Thou pleasest. No God is there but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
(Bahá’u’lláh, Má’idiy-i-Ásmání 4: 342)



“Within the treasury of Our Wisdom there lieth unrevealed a
knowledge, one word of which, if we chose to divulge it to mankind,
would cause every human being to recognize the Manifestation of
God and to acknowledge His omniscience, would enable every one to
discover the secrets of all the sciences, and to attain so high a station
as to find himself wholly independent of all past and future learning.
Other knowledges We do as well possess, not a single letter of which
We can disclose, nor do We find humanity able to hear even the barest
reference to their meaning. Thus have We informed you of the
knowledge of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Were We to find
worthy vessels, We would deposit within them the treasures of hidden
meanings and impart unto them a knowledge, one letter of which
would encompass all created things.”
(Bahá'u'lláh, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts 1.66)







Universal House of Justice 10 July 2014
Calendars could be considered humanity's oldest science
and oldest art. This website explores early astronomy
and calendars: Calendars Through the Ages by
Webexhibits, and there are pages about the Persian and
Bahá’í calendars.
Here is another page of very beautiful ancient
calendars: Amazing Art of Ancient Calendars
A recent talk by Dr. Nader Saiedi Identity and the
Spiritual Journey in the Badí’ Calendar. (It takes a minute or two for
the Soundcloud file to load on this page. You can also listen at this page.)




















Primary Readings
Calendar from Encyclopedia Britannica
Lunar Calendar from Encyclopedia Britannica
Solar Calendar from Encyclopedia Britannica
The Week from Encyclopedia Britannica
The Day from Encyclopedia Britannica
A brief history of time zones from Time and Date.com
A brief history of time zones from the BBC with charts and graphs
Any online articles you may find about two or three specific calendars such as Julian, Gregorian, Islamic, Hebrew, Hindu,
Buddhist, Sikh, etc.
Supplementary Readings
Mapping Time: The Calendar and Its History by E. G. Richards (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), Chapters 1-3.
Time and the Bahá’í Era - A Study of the Badí‘ Calendar by Gerald Keil (Oxford: George Ronald, 2008, Chapters 1-2. Available
from Bahá’í Distribution Service
Mapping Time: The Calendar and Its History by E. G. Richards (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), Chapter 6.
Eliade, Mircea; The Myth of the Eternal Return, Cosmos and History. Pgs 21-92
Video
In this clip from Wonders of the Universe Brian Cox visits The Thirteen Towers solar observatory of Chankillo in Peru. The
2,500-year-old solar calendar was built by a civilization of which very little is known.













Primary Readings
Calendar Reform from Wikipedia
Bahá’í Calendar and Rhythms of Worship, by Christopher Buck and J. Gordon Melton, in
Religious Celebrations: An Encyclopedia of Holidays, Festivals, Solemn Observances, and
Spiritual Commemorations.
Bahá'í Calendar, Festivals, and Dates of Historic Significance published in Bahá'í World, Vol. 18
(1979-1983), pages 598-608 Haifa: Bahá’í World Centre, 1986
Bahá’í Calendar at Wikipedia
Momen, Moojan; The Names of the Bahá’í Months Separating Fact from Fiction
Names of God in Islam from Wikipedia
Saiedi, Nader; Gate of the Heart "From the Primal Unity to All Things"
Little, Glen; a video slide-share on the Badí‘ calendar










Supplementary Readings
Sacred Acts, Sacred Space, Sacred Time / by John Walbridge (Oxford: George Ronald,
1996), Chapter 8.
Time and the Bahá’í Era - A Study of the Badí‘ calendar by Gerald Keil (Oxford: George
Ronald, 2008), Chapter 5.
Mapping Time: The Calendar and Its History by E. G. Richards (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1999), Chapter 7.
The Du`ā Saḥar or دعاء البهاءSupplication of Glory-Beauty (al-bahā') (Ramaḍān Dawn
Prayer) of Imam Muhammad al-Bāqir.














Primary Readings
Universal House of Justice letter of July 10, 2014
Universal House of Justice letter with elaboration 11 December 2014
Universal House of Justice Charts and Tables 11 December 2014
Nakhjavani, Ali; The Ninth Cycle of the Bahá’í calendar: Its relationship to the
teaching work
Badí‘ calendar Introduction (with information on the changes), Moojan Momen
Supplemental Readings
Time and the Bahá’í Era - A Study of the Badí‘ calendar by Gerald Keil (Oxford:
George Ronald, 2008), Chapter 6 “Determining the Date of Naw Rúz”. Not
posted online due to length and fair use considerations.
Sacred Acts, Sacred Space, Sacred Time / by John Walbridge (Oxford: George
Ronald, 1996), Chapter 9. [Available from George Ronald, Publisher,
www.grbooks.com].
Her Majesty's Nautical Almanac Office in the United Kingdom, the organization
mentioned by the Universal House of Justice.



The Universal House of Justice, letter to all National Spiritual Assemblies, July 6, 2015.



The Universal House of Justice, letter to all National Spiritual Assemblies, July 6, 2015,
attachment with selections from Days of Remembrance (to be published in 2016), Tablets for the
Births of the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh.



Photographs taken from Wilmette Institute course The Badí‘ (Bahá’í) Calendar: Reshaping
Our Material, Social, and Spirituality Reality with the exception of the snow-capped
mountain in slide 24, which is found on the site:
https://www.google.com/search?q=tehran&newwindow=1&rlz=1C1GGGE_enPT456FR517&es_sm=93&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=IzKSVZ
WRC5P8oQTa3rm4Dg&ved=0CAkQ_AUoAw&biw=1195&bih=639#imgrc=ydjl0W5d9RO2RM%3A

