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As part of our weekly reading of several sections of Gleanings we were asked to make
notes about these sections and enter our ideas, feelings, and other comments at the
end of the week. While reading these sections I noticed that many of them contained
aphorisms. What is an aphorism? According to the Miriam Webster dictionary and
aphorism is “a short phrase that expresses a true or wise idea”; a concise
statement of a principle, truth or sentiment.”
It was suggested by the mentor of the course, Peter Terry, that I collect these
aphorisms and submit them as my final project for the course. Following are some of
the aphorisms that I noted in my readings. I am sure that others will find some that I did
not include in this paper, either through oversight, or omission on my part.
As noted in the Introduction to Gleanings, “This book is a selection from some of the
chief Writings of Baha’u’llah, the Founder of the Baha’i Faith. Quite literally these are
gleanings intended to convey the spirit of Baha’u’llah’s life and teachings, and to bring
together a cross-section of all of His Writings.”

APHORISMS FOUND IN GLEANINGS

II – The beginning of all things is the knowledge of God, and the end of all things is
strict observance of whatsoever hath been sent down from the empyrean of the Divine
Will that pervadeth all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth.
VII - Verily I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the
Voice, of the Promised One. The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of His
countenance hath been lifted up upon men. It behooveth every man to blot out the trace
of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with an open and unbiased
mind, on the signs of His Revelation, the proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His
glory.
XIV - Look not upon the creatures of God except with the eye of kindliness and of mercy,
for Our loving providence hath pervaded all created things, and Our grace encompassed
the earth and the heavens.
XVIII - Drink with healthy relish, O people of Bahá. Ye are indeed they with whom it
shall be well. This is what they who have near access to God have attained. This is the
flowing water ye were promised in the Qur’án, and later in the Bayán, as a recompense
from your Lord, the God of Mercy. Blessed are they that quaff it.
XXIX – The purpose of God in creating man hath been, and will ever be, to enable him
to know his Creator and to attain His Presence.
XLII - Arise, O people, and, by the power of God’s might, resolve to gain the victory over
your own selves, that haply the whole earth may be freed and sanctified from its
servitude to the gods of its idle fancies — gods that have inflicted such loss upon, and are
responsible for the misery of, their wretched worshipers. These idols form the obstacle
that impedeth man in his efforts to advance in the path of perfection. We cherish the
hope that the Hand of Divine power may lend its assistance to mankind, and deliver it
from its state of grievous abasement.
- Let your vision be world-embracing, rather than confined to your own self. The
Evil One is he that hindereth the rise and obstructeth the spiritual progress of the
children of men.
- O people of Justice! Be as brilliant as the light, and as splendid as the fire that
blazed in the Burning Bush. The brightness of the fire of your love will no doubt fuse and
unify the contending peoples and kindreds of the earth, whilst the fierceness of the
flame of enmity and hatred cannot but result in strife and ruin.
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LXVI - Lay not on any soul a load which ye would not wish to be laid upon you, and
desire not for anyone the things ye would not desire for yourselves. This is My best
counsel unto you, did ye but observe it.
- Respect ye the divines and learned amongst you, they whose conduct accords
with their professions, who transgress not the bounds which God hath fixed, whose
judgments are in conformity with His behests and revealed in His Book.
- Blessed are the steadfastly enduring, they that are patient under ills and
hardships, who lament not over anything that befalleth them, and who tread the path of
resignation.
LXX - Immerse yourselves in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets, and
discover all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths.
- This is the changeless Faith of God, eternal in the past, eternal in the future. Let
him that seeketh, attain it; and as to him that hath refused to seek it—verily, God is SelfSufficient, above any need of His creatures.
LXXIV – Every single letter proceeding out of the mouth of God is indeed a mother
letter, and every word uttered by Him Who is the Wellspring of Divine Revelation is a
mother word, and His Tablet a Mother Tablet. Well is it with them that apprehend this
truth.
LXXVI – Meditate diligently upon the Cause of thy Lord. Strive to know Him through
His own Self and not through others. For no one else besides Him can ever profit thee.
LXXVII - Every good thing is of God, and every evil thing is from yourselves.
LXXXII – Thou hast asked Me concerning the nature of the soul. Know, verily, that the
soul is a sign of God, a heavenly gem whose reality the most learned of men hath failed
to grasp, and whose mystery no mind, however acute, can ever hope to unravel. It is the
first among all created things to declare the excellence of its Creator, the first to
recognize His glory, to cleave to His truth, and to bow down in adoration before Him. If
it be faithful to God, it will reflect His light, and will, eventually, return unto Him. If it
fail, however, in its allegiance to its Creator, it will become a victim to self and passion,
and will, in the end, sink in their depths.
LXXXV – The Evil One is lying in wait, ready to entrap you. Gird yourselves against his
wicked devices, and, led by the light of the name of the one true God, deliver yourselves
from the darkness that surroundeth you. Center your thoughts in the Well-Beloved,
rather than in your own selves.
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XC - Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is a direct evidence of the
revelation within it of the attributes and names of God, inasmuch as within every atom
are enshrined the signs that bear eloquent testimony to the revelation of that Most Great
Light.
- be ye not like those who forget God, and whom He hath therefore caused to forget
their own selves.” In this connection, He Who is the eternal King—may the souls of all
that dwell within the mystic Tabernacle be a sacrifice unto Him—hath spoken: “He hath
known God who hath known himself.”
XCII – The Book of God is wide open, and His Word is summoning mankind unto Him.
No more than a mere handful, however, hath been found willing to cleave to His Cause,
or to become the instruments for its promotion. These few have been endued with the
Divine Elixir that can, alone, transmute into purest gold the dross of the world, and have
been empowered to administer the infallible remedy for all the ills that afflict the
children of men.
XCVI - O friends! Be not careless of the virtues with which ye have been endowed,
neither be neglectful of your high destiny. Suffer not your labors to be wasted through
the vain imaginations which certain hearts have devised. Ye are the stars of the heaven
of understanding, the breeze that stirreth at the break of day, the soft-flowing waters
upon which must depend the very life of all men, the letters inscribed upon His sacred
scroll.
- Be ye guided by wisdom in all your doings, and cleave ye tenaciously unto it.
Please God ye may all be strengthened to carry out that which is the Will of God, and
may be graciously assisted to appreciate the rank conferred upon such of His loved ones
as have arisen to serve Him and magnify His name.
C - They who are possessed of riches, however, must have the utmost regard for the
poor, for great is the honor destined by God for those poor who are steadfast in patience.
By My life! There is no honor, except what God may please to bestow, that can compare
to this honor. Great is the blessedness awaiting the poor that endure patiently and
conceal their sufferings, and well is it with the rich who bestow their riches on the needy
and prefer them before themselves.
CV - O Kings of the earth! He Who is the sovereign Lord of all is come. The Kingdom is
God’s, the omnipotent Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Worship none but God, and, with
radiant hearts, lift up your faces unto your Lord, the Lord of all names. This is a
Revelation to which whatever ye possess can never be compared, could ye but know it.
CIX - All men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization. The
Almighty beareth Me witness: To act like the beasts of the field is unworthy of man.
Those virtues that befit his dignity are forbearance, mercy, compassion and lovingkindness towards all the peoples and kindreds of the earth.
CX – The Great Being saith: O ye children of men! The fundamental purpose animating
the Faith of God and His Religion is to safeguard the interests and promote the unity of
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the human race, and to foster the spirit of love and fellowship amongst men.
CXX - That which the Lord hath ordained as the sovereign remedy and mightiest
instrument for the healing of all the world is the union of all its peoples in one universal
Cause, one common Faith. This can in no wise be achieved except through the power of
a skilled, an all-powerful and inspired Physician. This, verily, is the truth, and all else
naught but error.
CXXII - The Great Being saith: Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value.
Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit
therefrom.
CXXIII - Build ye for yourselves such houses as the rain and floods can never destroy,
which shall protect you from the changes and chances of this life. This is the instruction
of Him Whom the world hath wronged and forsaken.
CXXV - He should not wish for others that which he doth not wish for himself, nor
promise that which he doth not fulfil.
CXXVIII –Be fair to yourselves and to others, that the evidences of justice may be
revealed, through your deeds, among Our faithful servants. Beware lest ye encroach
upon the substance of your neighbor. Prove yourselves worthy of his trust and
confidence in you, and withhold not from the poor the gifts which the grace of God hath
bestowed upon you.
CXXXII – The Purpose of the one true God, exalted be His glory, in revealing Himself
unto men is to lay bare those gems that lie hidden within the mine of their true and
inmost selves. That the divers communions of the earth, and the manifold systems of
religious belief, should never be allowed to foster the feelings of animosity among men,
is, in this Day, of the essence of the Faith of God and His Religion.
- Consort with all men, O people of Baha, in a spirit of friendliness and
fellowship. If ye be aware of a certain truth, if ye possess a jewel, of which others are
deprived, share it with them in a language of utmost kindliness and good-will.
- A kindly tongue is the lodestone of the hearts of men. It is the bread of the
spirit, it clotheth the words with meaning,it is the fountain of the light of wisdom and
understanding.
CLI – Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the Rose Garden of changeless splendor a Flower
hath begun to bloom, compared to which every other flower is but a thorn and before
the brightness of Whose glory the very essence of beauty must pale and wither.
- The everlasting Candle shineth in its naked glory. Behold how it hath consumed
every mortal veil. O ye moth-like lovers of His light! Brave every danger, and
consecrate your souls to its consuming flame.
CLV – Think not that We have revealed unto you a mere code of laws. Nay, rather, We
5

have unsealed the choice Wine with the fingers of might and power.
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