April 2017 eNewsletter
News about Upcoming Courses, Webinars, Web Talks,
Conferences, Learners' Actions, and Much More

News, Webinars,
Conferences, 2017
Courses
Letter from the Universal
House of Justice
The Universal House of Justice Lays
Out the Path to Global Economic
Well-Being
The Universal House of
Justice, in a letter
dated March 1, 2017,
has addressed the
"current worldwide
economic disparities"
as well as "the
remedies to be found
in the revelation of Baha'u'llah and a
rising new model of community life
patterned on His teachings," according
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Baha'is of the United States. The letter is
addressed to the Baha'is of the World,
including individuals, Baha'i institutions,
and Baha'i communities.

Letter from the National
Spiritual Assembly
U.S. NSA Issues Letter Urging
Participation in April "Faith Climate
Action Week" and April Wilmette

Courses for Next Three
Months
April - June 2017
NEW COURSE! STILL OPEN FOR REGISTRATION
Explore how to build skills that will help you balance
home life and service to the Baha'i Faith

Creating Marriage Well-Being
from the Beginning
Yet another course in a series on the individual, marriage, and
family development
Lead Faculty: Susanne Alexander
Faculty: Hoda Kemp, Riaz Mostaghim
Duration of course: Seven weeks (March 31 - May 21, 2017)
It is fun and challenging to
start and establish a
marriage on a firm
foundation. In Creating
Marriage Well-Being from
the Beginning, we invite
couples in the first five years
of marriage (others are
welcome too, including
engaged couples) to
strengthen their experience
of the divine institution of marriage, which Baha'u'llah refers to as
a "fortress for well-being and salvation." Couples will have

Institute Climate Change Course
The National Spiritual Assembly of the
Baha'is of the United States recently
released a letter on materialism as it is
manifest in the environmental crisis. The
letter urges Baha'is and their friends to
become more responsible as economic
and environmental choosers and actors
and calls on communities to become
environmental stewards. April provides
two opportunities: "Faith Climate Action
Week," April 17-23, and the Wilmette
Institute's Climate Change course, April
15-June 9 (see Course Descriptions in
this issue).

Wilmette Institute News
Dr. Todd Lawson Presents a Trilogy
of Web Talks: "The Qur'an and
Islam: Explorations from a Bahá'í
Perspective"
In a first for the Wilmette
Institute's Web Talks, in
April Dr. Todd Lawson will
present a trilogy of Web
Talks on the Qur'an called
"The Qur'an and Islam:
Explorations from a Baha'i
Perspective." For more
information on each of
the three talks, READ>>
Deepen! Web Videos
The Fast Is Past--But
Kevin Locke's Talk on
"An Indigenous
Perspective on
Fasting" Beckons
Kevin Locke's inaugural
Deepen! Web Video
offered a moving story of
self-discovery and
purpose for living together with
illuminating insights into the purpose
and importance of fasting, comparing
and contrasting Baha'i fasting to
indigenous fasting. READ>>
Another Deepen! Web Video: The
Simple Art of Storytelling in
Teaching the Faith
In two short videos
author Druzelle
Cederquist shares simple
rules for telling stories in
A Closer Look at
Storytelling: Take Me
With You. Part 1 (10:19)
looks at the sensory
details that make stories

opportunities to deepen their friendship, expand communication
and consultation skills, enhance spiritual and physical well-being,
and establish roles and responsibilities as spouses.
Watch the video
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

COURSE FULL; REGISTRATION CLOSED
Learn about Native American religion and spirituality
and the Baha'i Faith

Native American Religion and
Spirituality
One in a series on religion, philosophy, and theology
Faculty: Richard Hainsworth, Ceylan Isgor, Brian O'Flanagan
Special Faculty: Kevin Locke
Duration of course: Eight weeks (April
1 - May 26, 2017)
In Native American Religion and
Spirituality, we will examine the
common threads found in indigenous
spiritual beliefs and practices and the
universal message of Baha'u'llah. We will
explore how Native American teachings
and values reflect some of the more
salient teachings and principles of the
Baha'i revelation and in so doing will also
inquire into how culture shapes our
perceptions of reality and seek to gain
insights into our inherent cultural biases.
We will cover a range of topics: the
historic culture clash between indigenous peoples and settlers; the
use of language and symbolism in intercultural communication; the
impacts of colonization and Christianity in the colonization process;
and the effect both have had on native religion and spirituality and
the implications for the spread of Baha'u'llah's message in
indigenous communities. In our readings, discussions, and
consultations, we will strive for expansive thinking and will also
revisit 'Abdu'l-Baha's statement about the importance of the
original inhabitants of North America and the Lakota prophecy
about the rise of the Seventh Generation, reframing these
statements in the context of the current Five Year Plan (2016-21).
Watch the video
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid
Watch Kevin Locke's Deepen! Web Video on "An Indigenous
Perspective on Fasting"

NEW COURSE
Learn more about raising children with character and

come alive. Part 2 (12:04) discusses how
to use characters. Both use PowerPoint
slides, evocative photographs, and
illustrations. Storytelling is an art you
can add to your teaching skills.
How to Find Deepen! Web Videos
The Wilmette Institute's main web page
now has a tab, or link, at the top right
called "Deepen! Web Videos." By clicking
on it you can find information about the
new video program and also links to the
Deepen! videos. In addition to Kevin
Locke's talk called "An Indigenous
Perspective on Fasting," we now have a
two-part deepening video by Druzelle
Cederquist titled "A Closer Look at
Storytelling."
Web Talk on Economics: A
Thoughtful Supplement to the
Universal House of Justice's Letter
on a Pathway to Global Economic
Well-Being
Not to be missed! Dr.
Hooshmand Badee's
Web Talk asking "Is
There a Bahá'í
Economic System?"
The answer is "No,
not now" but in the
future. More
important is how Baha'is can now help
lay the groundwork for a future Baha'i
economic system. READ>>
Number of 2017 Web Talks Now
Stand at Fourteen, with One
Scheduled for 2018
The Wilmette Institute has now
scheduled fourteen Web Talks during
2017, including a series of three on the
Qur'an and one in October for the
bicentennial of Baha'u'llah's birth. It
already has one Web Talk planned for
2018. It is time to update your calendar.
READ>>

values and ensuring a unified and healthy family

Conscious Parenting of 3 and
4 Year Olds
A new course in a series on family development
Lead Faculty: Swathi Baskaran
Faculty: Susanne Alexander
Duration of course: Four weeks (April 5 - May 2, 2017)
Conscious Parenting of 3
and 4 Year Olds is an easy
self-guided course for busy
adults (or a group of parents)
to help strengthen parenting
skills. This practical course
based on Baha'i teachings has
practical and fun activities on
the following topics: parenting
roles and responsibilities;
raising children of character and values; and building a unified
family. It also includes activities for children to help them create a
Baha'i identity and brief practices for parents to strengthen their
relationship.
Watch the video
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Learn how to discuss spiritual topics with Christian
friends and relatives

Christianity for Deepening
and Dialogue
Another in a series on religion, philosophy, and theology
Lead Faculty: Ted Brownstein
Faculty: Robert Stockman
Duration of course: Eight weeks (April 10 - June 4, 2017)

Contributions to Public
Discourse
Gender Equality Essential for True
Progress: New BIC Statement on the
Equality of Women and Men
The Baha'i International Community has
just released a new statement called
Toward Prosperity: The Role of Women
and Men in Building a Flourishing World
Civilization. You may want to read and

In Christianity for Deepening and
Dialogue we will look at the
development of Christianity: the
historical Jesus; the formation of the
Bible; the development of
Mediterranean Christianity and its later
split into Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman
Catholicism; the rise of Protestantism
and the modern age; and the vast
diversification of Christianity throughout
American history. We will explore the
immense diversity of modern Christianity and the difficulty of

study it along with the new letter from
the Universal House of Justice on path to
global economic well-being.
Climate Justice: A Central Topic in
the Upcoming April Climate Change
Course
Wherever you stand on climate change
(a believer, unsure, or baffled), you
must read a new article on "Climate
Justice"--and also consider signing up for
the Climate Change course starting on
April 15. READ>>

crafting a single approach to them all. We will look at some basic
Christian teachings--incarnation, sin, and grace--and such
concepts as the trinity, the Eucharist, baptism, the kingdom of
God, faith in miracles, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection. We
will study Christianity for the purposes of deepening and dialogue-that is, for understanding the basics of Christianity as a divinely
revealed religion and for learning how to share the Baha'i
perspective with a variety of Christians in an informed and
respectful manner.
Watch the video
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Living Responsibly
Making Your Daily Life a Beautiful
Prayer: Buy Clean Energy
"Therefore strive that your actions day
by day may be beautiful prayers."-'Abdu'l-Baha
Buying Clean Energy is yet another way
in which you can take an action that
becomes a beautiful prayer--and one
that contributes to lessening the effects
of climate change and ensures an
environment that benefits all of
humanity. To learn how to do this,
READ>>

Learn how to add your voice to public discourse on
climate change and to change your personal and
community life

ebbf Suggestions for Business in
Times of Turmoil
The ebbf (Ethical Business Building the
Future) question: How can we "create
ways to address the complex times we
are living--turbulent transition moments
that require new kinds of open dialogue,
understanding and action"? The answer:
A letter with many ideas for business
and the economy and another
supplement for the March 1, 2017, letter
from the Universal House of Justice.

Climate change is a major issue of
our times. The nations of the
world, in the Paris Agreement of
2015, have committed to keeping
global warming well below a
dangerous level, although they are
far from being on track to do so.
Despite partisan political debate,
the defiance of vested interests, and distorted public perceptions,
the science is unequivocal that global warming is real and is
caused by human activities. The recent evidence is alarming.
Climate change is not only a scientific but a deeply spiritual and
ethical challenge. This course on Climate Change provides a basic
scientific understanding of the causes and impacts of climate
change, discusses its ethical challenges, and relates them to the
spiritual teachings of the world's religions, particularly the Baha'i
Faith. It will help you consider changes in your lifestyle to bring
greater coherence to your life and show you how to incorporate
environmental and social responsibility in Baha'i core activities and
community gatherings. It elevates public discourse above partisan
politics by introducing spiritual responses to the climate crisis and
demonstrating how the harmony of science and religion can be
applied for the well-being of humankind. The course includes many
optional resources for those who wish to delve more deeply into
climate-change issues.

Learners in Action
Musical Piece Inspired by
Baha'u'llah's Early Mystic Writings
Themis Katsianos' final project for
Baha'u'llah's Early Mystic Writings is "A
Gentle Outpour" (4:17), which puts to
his original music and evocative
photographs excerpts from Shahrokh
Monjazeb's provisional translations of
Baha'u'llah's Rashh-i-'Ama'.

Climate Change
A course in a series on global civilization
Lead Faculty: Christine Muller
Faculty: Arthur Lyon Dahl, Laurent Mesbah
Duration of course: Eight weeks (April 15 - June 9, 2017)

Watch the video
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

Learn more about the unity of science and religion

Two Learners Enchanted with
Baha'u'llah's Early Mystic Writings
and the Institute
Natalie Kahn
challenged herself to
overcome a fear of
symbols and
metaphors and now
finds herself sharing
enthusiastically with
her Ruhi class. Perjeah
Dhevun has has run out of adjectives to
share how much the course
Baha'u'llah's Early Mystic Writings
and the Wilmette Institute mean to her.
READ>>
What I Learned in Baha'i
Perspectives on Agriculture and
Food
Shirley Hayes Ganao started with an
ambitious plan for an
agricultural project in
Africa but, in Baha'i
Perspectives on
Agriculture and
Food, learned about
the steps involved
and the importance
of community unity.
In the interim she
scaled back her dream to a local
community garden for at-risk kids.
READ>>
Does the Equality of Women and
Men Mean Only Equal Pay? Equal
Hiring Practices? Equal Education?
Or More?
Kathy Gilman, a Baha'i now living in the
U.K., gave a fireside on the equality of
women and men and also shared how
she reframed the important implications
of the topic in her life and
understandings. READ>>

Science, Religion, and the
Baha'i Faith
One in a series on global civilization
Lead Faculty: Steven Friberg
Faculty: Roger Neyman, Robert Sarracino
Duration of course: Eight weeks (April 22 - June 16, 2017)
The world has seen a remarkable
growth of science and an
unprecedented decline in the
influence of religion since the birth
of Baha'u'llah two hundred years
ago. Many have come to believe
that science and religion are
deeply at odds with each other,
leading to bitter and sometimes
tragic divisiveness. However,
science and religion are described
by Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of
the Baha'i Faith, as "the two most
potent forces in human life" that must work together for the
healing and the continued development of human society. In
Science, Religion, and the Baha'i Faith, we will look at the
Baha'i teachings affirming that science and religion are both
essential to human welfare and that they must be in harmony with
each other. After providing an historical overview of the
relationship between science and religion, we will explore the
unique Baha'i approach to their affinity. Shoghi Effendi, for
example, has declared that the Faith is "scientific in its method,"
suggesting that essential elements of the method used in the
physical and biological sciences to explore the reality of the
material world can be applied in a broader context. In addition, we
will examine the Baha'i writings as they relate to physics,
cosmology, biology, and evolution and then consider some
perspectives they inspire with regard to the environment and with
what some call "the new Atheism." Finally, we will explore the call
by the Universal House of Justice for the systematic development
of strong and growing communities through a "culture of learning"
and consider effective ways to apply the principles of the unity and
harmony of science and religion.
Watch the video

Consultation for Couples and
Families: Giving a Power-Point
Deepening
Angela Fransson, from Madison,
Wisconsin, USA, took Consultation and
Problem Solving as a
Couple in 2016 and
then put together a
PowerPoint called
"Consultation for
Couples and Families."
She and her husband
then made a
presentation to a
number of friends. Check out her

Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

Explore the roles of continental, national, and local
Houses of Worship

The Mashriqu'l-Adhkar: The
Dawning Place of the Mention
of God
One in a series on Baha'i communities and administration

Lead Faculty: Candace Hill
Faculty: William Collins

program.

News
BIHE: Educating Baha'i Youth At All
Costs
Whatever you know or don't know about
the Baha'i Institute for Higher Education
(BIHE) in Iran, you need to read this
article--"Why Yale and Columbia are
accepting students from a university that
hold classes in a basement in Tehran."
The posting details the history of BIHE,
but, more important, it tells the story of
three decades of resilience in the face of
discrimination.
Association for Baha'i Studies
Announces Spring Working Group
Seminars
New to ABS programs are a series of
April and May seminars planned by ABS
Working Groups and sponsored by ABS.
Topics include Health; Media,
Technology, and Society; Religion and
Society, and Law. To find one near you,
READ>>
April 1 Deadline for Proposals for
Breakout Sessions for ABS Annual
Conference
The Association for Baha'i Studies has
sent out its final call for proposals for
breakout sessions (deadline April 1) at
its Annual Conference to be held in
Orange County, California, USA, August
10-13, 2017. For information on
submission, registration, and hotels,
click here.
Deadline for Submission of ABS
Nominations for Distinguished
Scholarship Extended to April 15
The Association for Baha'i Studies has
extended its deadline for submissions for
ABS Awards for Distinguished
Scholarship to April 15. READ>>
Link to Association for Baha'i
Studies Bulletin #137
The electronic copy of the Association for
Baha'i Studies Bulletin #137 is now
available. Among other things, the issue
contains information about the upcoming
Annual Conference to be held on August
10-13, 2017, in Orange County,
California, USA.

Duration of course:
Seven weeks (May 1 June 18, 2017)
Baha'u'llah, in His Kitabi-Aqdas, instructed
Baha'is to build Houses
of Worship, which are
dedicated to the praise
of God: "The House of
Worship forms the
central edifice of the
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar (the
Dawning-place of the
Praise of God), a complex which, as it unfolds in the future, will
comprise in addition to the House of Worship a number of
dependencies dedicated to social, humanitarian, educational, and
scientific pursuits." This course will examine the institution of the
Mashriqu'l-Ashkar; explore authoritative texts by Baha'u'llah,
'Abdu'l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi, and the Universal House of Justice
about the institution; review the completion of continental Houses
of Worship in Turkmenistan, the United States, Uganda, Australia,
Germany, Panama, India, Samoa, and Chile and the development
of the next seven local and national Houses of Worship now being
planned; and explore how the devotional character of a future
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in your community can evolve and flourish.
Watch the video
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

NEW COURSE
Explore early tablets in which Baha'u'llah addresses
mystics and divines

From Mysticism to Prophecy:
Gems of Divine Mysteries and
Other Early (Baghdad Period)
Tablets by Baha'u'llah
A revised and expanded course in a series on the revelation of
Baha'u'llah
Lead Faculty: Christopher Buck
Faculty: Necati Alkan, Susan Maneck
Duration of course: Seven weeks (May 10 - June 27, 2017)

Web Talks/Webinars on the
Qur'an; the Importance of
Trust in Troubled Times; the
Itinerant Hand of the Cause
of God; Relationships; and
More
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / April 9,
2017
Todd Lawson
"The Qur'an, The First Book in Arabic"
(First in "The Baha'i Faith and the
Qur'an" Series)
Association for Baha'i Studies / Apr.
11, 2017
Victoria Talwar
"Reflections from Baha'i Writings and
Psychological Science on the Pivotal Role
of Trust in Our Lives"
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / Apr.
16, 2017
Todd Lawson
"The Qur'an in the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh
and the Báb"
(Second in "The Baha'i Faith and the
Qur'an" Series)

From Mysticism to Prophecy:
Gems of Divine Mysteries and
Other Early (Baghdad Period)
Tablets by Baha'u'llah
completes the study of
Baha'u'llah's early tablets that
begins in the course on
Baha'u'llah's Early Mystic
Writings. In this course we will
focus on Gems of Divine Mysteries,
a treatise that Baha'u'llah tells us
he wrote "in reply to a seeker who
had asked how the promised Mihdi
could have become transformed
into 'Ali-Muhammad (the Bab)."
Part of Gems of Divine Mysteries is
similar to the mystical Seven
Valleys, while other parts are
similar to the later-revealed Kitab-i-Iqan. Consequently, Gems of
Divine Mysteries can be said to mark the transition of the
proclamation of Baha'u'llah's mission from mystics (mysticism) to
divines (prophecy). We will also study other tablets, usually in
provisional translations, including: the Sura of Counsel (Surah-iNush); the City of Divine Unity (Madinat al-Tawḥid); the Suffering
of the Exalted Letters; the Tablet of Liberation (in which
Baha'u'llah frees a slave); and the Sura of Patience (also known as
the Tablet of Job), revealed on April 22, 1863, on the first day of
Ridvan.
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

Learn how to dialogue and serve with Hindus
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / Apr.
23, 2017
Todd Lawson
"The Qur'anic Epic and the Creation of
Humanity"
(Third in "The Baha'i Faith and the
Qur'an" Series)
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / May
14, 2017
Jena Khodadad
"Zikrullah Khadem: Itinerant Hand of the
Cause of God"
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / June
11, 2017
Michael Penn
"A Philosophy of Mind Grounded in
Relationships: A Baha'i-Inspired
Perspective"
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / Jul. 16,
2017
Augusto Lopez-Claros
"The Emergence of Global Institutions"
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / Aug.

Hinduism for Deepening and
Dialogue
Another in a series on an integrated approach to world religions
Lead Faculty: Anne Pearson
Faculty: Robert Stockman
Duration of course: Seven weeks (May 15 - July 2, 2017)
In Hinduism for Deepening and
Dialogue, we will examine the
complex of beliefs and practices
that constitute "Hinduism,"
numerically the world's third
largest religion, and one of the
oldest. We will begin with an
overview of Hinduism, including
the problem of defining what it is.
After reviewing its history and
sources of authority, we will
explore central Hindu concepts
(the nature of the divine, the self,
and the soul; Krishna and the "avatara" doctrine; concepts of
karma and rebirth); Hindu ethics and social structures; and Hindu
practices (yoga, meditation, laws, worship, festivals and holy days,
diet). A comparison with Baha'i views will be threaded throughout.

20, 2017
Susan Maneck
"Time and the Containment of Evil: The
Zoroastrian Cosmology"
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / Sept.
17, 2017
Louise Profeit-LeBlanc
"Seven Caribou Spirit Bowls: Seven
Valleys toward Reconciliation"
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / Oct.
29, 2017
Paul Hanley
"Eleven"
Wilmette Institute Web Talk / Dec. 3,
2017
Elena Mustakova-Possardt
"A Psychology That Responds to Our
Times: Transforming Inner Oppression
into Awakened, Aligned, and Liberated
Spirit"

Conferences/Seminars/Collo
quia on Health; Media and
Technology; Religion;
Diversity in the Business
World; Law; the 200th
Anniversary of the Birth of
Baha'u'llah; The Life and
Legacy of Dan Jordan;
Religions
Association for Baha'i Studies
Working Group Seminar/ Apr. 7-9,
2017
"Health Discourse Seminar"
Bosch Baha'i School, Santa Cruz, CA,
USA
Association for Baha'i Studies
Working Group Seminar / Apr. 14-16,
2017
"Media, Technology, and Society
Discourse Seminar"
Green Acre Baha'i School, Eliot, ME, USA
Association for Baha'i Studies
Working Group Seminar / Apr. 21-23,
2017
"Religion and Society Discourse
Seminar"

Last, we will examine Hinduism in the modern world, its spread
from the place of its birth in the Indian subcontinent, and the
growth of the Baha'i Faith in India. We will be studying for two
purposes: deepening in the basics of Hinduism as a divinely
ordained religion and its relationship to the Baha'i Faith and
preparing for dialogue and service with adherents of Hinduism.
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

Update your understanding of Baha'i history, and
learn about important changes in the Baha'i
community since 1996

Baha'i History, 1863-2017
A course in a series on the history of the Baha'i Faith
Lead Faculty: Moojan Momen
Faculty: Peter Smith
Duration of course: Seven weeks (May 22 - July 9, 2017)
Bahá'í History, 1863-2017, will
explore the major themes of Baha'i
history from Baha'u'llah's exile
from Baghdad to the second
decade of the twenty-first century,
emphasizing the development of
the Baha'i Faith over the last
century and a half. We will cover
the period from 1863 to the end of
Baha'u'llah's life in 1892; the
ministry of 'Abdu'l-Baha (18921921); the ministry of Shoghi
Effendi (1921-57); the ministry of the custodians (1957-63); the
period from the election of the Universal House of Justice to the
end of the twentieth century (1963-96); and the period marking a
new direction in the teaching work and outreach to the public
(1996-2017). In each unit we will be reading from God Passes By
and/or Century of Light, supplementing the books with essays and
articles on themes such as the development of the community,
attracting minorities, the worldwide spread of the Faith,
persecution, and more. The course will also look at the changes in
the Baha'i community since 1996, and in particular the changes
brought about by the processes of the Five Year Plans.
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

Learn how you can contribute to discussions about
the important topic of governance

Applying Baha'i Principles to
Discourses on Governance in
the United States

Louhelen Baha'i School, Davison MI, USA
ebbf (Ethical Business Building the
Future) /May 4-7, 2017
ebbf's 27th International Learning Event
"Understanding and Harnessing
Diversity"
Geneva, Switzerland
Association for Baha'i Studies
Working Group Seminar / May 11-14,
2017
"Law Discourse Seminar"
Bosch Baha'i School, Santa Cruz, CA,
USA
'Irfan Colloquia /May 25-28, 2017
"Bicentennial Celebration of the Birth of
Baha'u'llah" (English & Persian)
Bosch Baha'i School, Santa Cruz, CA,
USA
Desert Rose Baha'i Institute / May
27-28, 2017
"Memorials of the Faithful: The Life and
Legacy of Dan Jordan"
`Irfan Colloquia / June 28-July 4, 2017
"Bicentennial Celebration of the Birth of
Baha'u'llah" (Persian)
Centre for Baha'i Studies, Acuto, Italy
`Irfan Colloquia / July 5-9, 2017
"Bicentennial Celebration of the Birth of
Baha'u'llah" (English)
Centre for Baha'i Studies, Acuto, Italy
`Irfan Colloquia / July 20-23, 2017
"Bicentennial Celebration of the Birth of
Baha'u'llah" (German)
Tambach Seminar Center, Tambach,
Germany
Association for Baha'i Studies / Aug.
10-13, 2017
See website for reservations, hotel &
travel information, and registration.
Deadline for presentations: April 1, 2017
Hyatt Regency Orange County, California
USA
`Irfan Colloquia / October 5-8, 2017
"Bicentennial Celebration of the Birth of
Baha'u'llah" (English & Persian)
Louhelen Baha'i School, Davison MI, USA

Another in a series on global civilization
Lead Faculty: Brian Aull
Duration of course: Seven
weeks (May 25 - July 19,
2017)
The Universal House of
Justice has commented on
the breakdown of trust and
collaboration between the
individual and institutions of
governance because of the
corrupt practices of partisan
politics. This "broken" state
of American democracy is the subject of numerous books and
articles. Baha'is have something to contribute to this discussion,
for the Baha'i electoral process with its consultative approach to
decision-making and Baha'i efforts in developing human resources
and building communities constitute a living model of democratic
life. In Applying Baha'i Principles to Discourses on
Governance in the United States we will explore how Baha'is
might contribute to discourses on governance in a way that speaks
the language and engages the concerns of scholars, activists, and
other people of good will working for civic renewal in the United
States.
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Find peace, encouragement, and joy by tapping into
your spiritual resources

Baha'i Spirituality: Pathway
to Mental Clarity, Inner Calm,
Awareness of God, and
Physical Health
One in a series on the individual, marriage and family development
Lead Faculty: Christopher White
Duration of course: Eight weeks (June 7 - August 1, 2017)
How does Baha'i spirituality
help us develop mental
clarity, spiritual awareness,
inner calm, and even
physical health? In Baha'i
Spirituality we will begin
with a discussion of prayer
and meditation in
comparative perspective.
Then we will consider the
distinctive elements of
Baha'i prayer and

American Academy of Religions /
Nov. 18-21, 2017
Boston , Massachusetts, USA

WILMETTE INSTITUTE
LINKS, SOCIAL MEDIA
LINKS, AND OTHER LINKS
Wilmette Institute Links
Wilmette
Wilmette
System
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette

Institute Public Website
Institute Course Delivery
Institute: Student Projects
Institute: Reference Materials
Institute: Web Talks

Social Media Links
Follow the Wilmette Institute on
Facebook and Twitter! Doing so could
get you a discount on your next
Wilmette Institute course. The Institute
is offering discount codes for 10 or even
20 percent for selected courses via those
two social media.
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette
Wilmette

Institute:
Institute:
Institute:
Institute:
Institute:
Institute:

YouTube Channel
Facebook Page
Twitter
Pinterest
Google +
SoundCloud

Other Links
Association for Baha'i Studies, North
America
Baha'i Chair for World Peace
Baha'i International Community
Bosch Baha'i School
ebbf (Ethical Business for a Better
Future)
Green Acre Baha'i School
Institute for Studies in Global Prosperity
International Baha'i Website
International Environment Forum
'Irfan Colloquium
Louhelen Baha'i School
Louis G. Gregory Museum
U.S. Baha'i Distribution Service
U.S. National Baha'i Library
Unity Museum
Worldwide Baha'i Community

Mark Your Calendar
July 1 - August 25, 2017
Some Answered Questions

meditation; the artistry of bodily postures and divine verses
blended in the obligatory prayers; the history and significance of
the Greatest Name and its use in prayers and meditations; the
spiritual and physiological benefits of fasting; and how fasting
might promote self-control and restraint. We will read and discuss
insights from recent studies in medicine, psychology, and other
scholarly fields to aid us in understanding how Baha'i spirituality
can lead to profound experiences of peace, encouragement, and
joy.
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

A QUICK REPEAT OF A POPULAR
COURSE
Prepare for the 2017 and 2019 anniversaries of the
births of the Bab and Baha'u'llah

The Bab and Baha'u'llah: Two
Lives, One Story
Another in a series of courses on history and biography
Lead Faculty: Druzelle Cederquist
Faculty: Ed DiLiberto
Duration of course: Seven
weeks (June 15 - August 9,
2017)
In The Bab and Baha'u'llah:
Two Lives, One Story, we will
delve into the dramatic story at
the heart of the Holy Anniversary
years 2017 and 2019 as the
Baha'i world prepares to
celebrate the births of Baha'u'llah
and the Bab. From Shiraz to
Tabriz, from the affluent
courtyards of Tehran to the
prison-city of Acre, The Story of
Baha'u'llah: Promised One of All
Religions, the text for the course,
brings to life the story of the
Twin Manifestations at the origin of the Baha'i Faith: the Bab ("the
Gate") and Baha'u'llah ("the Glory of God"), each with a distinct
but connected mission. Together their revelations are intended for
a humanity about to enter a new evolutionary stage--the maturity
of the human race. The story unfolds in two parts. Part One: The
Dawn introduces Baha'u'llah in Tehran and interweaves events in
the life of the Bab and His principal disciples, basic facts about
Islam, and millennial expectations of Christians. Part Two: The Sun
in Its Splendor recounts the dramatic events of life in exile for
Baha'u'llah and His family, together with highlights of His writings
and the emerging significance of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Throughout our
study, references to world events and well-known American figures
add context. We will also discuss some basic guidance about
storytelling so that in a supportive environment you can explore
and practice sharing these stories yourself, whether in a
conversation with a friend or in a more formal setting. There are

July 10 - August 27, 2017
Baha'i Perspectives on Agriculture and
Food
July 15 - September 7, 2017
Dynamic Consultation
July 21 - September 15, 2017
NEW COURSE: Are We Ready for
Marriage? Deepening Our Courtship
August 1 - September 17, 2017
The Kitab-i-Iqan: An Introduction
August 20 - October 7, 2017
Building a World Federation: The Key to
Resolving our Global Crises
August 25 - October 12, 2017
Zoroastrianism for Deepening and
Dialogue

September - December 2017
Course Schedule
Below is the Wilmette Institute's course
schedule for September through
December 2017. The schedule is subject
to change. The listing is still partial.
September 1 - October 19, 2017
Practicing the Arts: A Workshop for
Baha'i Artists
September 8 - October 13, 2017
NEW COURSE: Navigating Marriage
Challenges
September 10 - October 28, 2017
Sustainable Development and the
Prosperity of Humankind
September 15 - November 16, 2017
Exploring the Qur'an
September 22 - November 16, 2017
The Leaves of the Twin Divine Trees
October 1 - November 17, 2017
NEW COURSE: The Book of Revelation
October 7 - November 17, 2017
Feast Consultation
October 10 - November 27, 2017
The Summons of the Lord of Hosts

no hard storytelling requirements; the joy is in learning how simple
it can be.
Watch the video
Course Description Fees Course
Schedule Register
Financial Aid

Understanding the "root decay" of the world and our
role in the working out of God's plan

The Promised Day Is Come
One in a series on the ministry and writings of Shoghi Effendi
Lead Faculty: Betty J. Fisher
Faculty: Sherna Deamer, Robert Wilson
Duration of course: Six weeks (June
20 - July 31, 2017)
Shoghi Effendi's dramatic letter, The
Promised Day Is Come, was written in
the early months of 1941, while the
vast majority of the world's countries
were being drawn into the deadliest
conflict in human history. The horrors
of World War II could have been
averted if humanity had accepted the
teachings of Baha'u'llah. However, the
Prescription by the Divine Physician
had been met with "cold indifference,"
and the Central Figures of the Faith
had been cruelly persecuted. The
World War, then, was both a
retributory calamity, punishing the
perversity of the human race, and a
"cleansing process," welding the
peoples and nations into a single, world-embracing community,
and preparing humanity for the future "Most Great Peace." In this
course we will study Baha'u'llah's proclamations to the world's
rulers and their responses, the recipients of His message and their
ensuing humiliation, and how "This process of deterioration . . . is
still operating with undiminished force." Finally, we will reflect on
the role each of us must play during the current Five Year Plan in
"leading humanity out of the valley of misery and shame to the
loftiest summits of power and glory."
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid

Update your knowledge of the Baha'i Faith in
preparation for conversations leading up to the Twin
Birthdays in October

The Baha'i Faith: A
Comprehensive Introduction

October 15 - December 2, 2017
The World Order of Baha'u'llah:
Selected Letters
October 25 - December 12, 2017
Three Covenants
October 27 - December 1, 2017
NEW COURSE: Communicating as a
Couple Before and After Marriage
November 1 - December 19, 2017
NEW COURSE: Eleven
November 7 - December 25, 2017
Baha'i Theology
November 10 - December 28, 2017
The Secret of Divine Civilization
November 15, 2017 - January 3, 2018
The Equality of Women and Men:
Application in Public and Private Life
November 18, 2017 - January 5, 2018
NEW COURSE: Understanding Interfaith
and Intercultural Couples
December 1, 2017 - January 17, 2018
Writing Biographies and Histories
December 10, 2017 - January 27, 2018
The Ministry of Shoghi Effendi
December 15, 2017 - January 29, 2018
The Promise of World Peace
The full tentative 2017 course schedule
is here:
http://wilmetteinstitute.org/ourcourses/
2017-course-schedule/

Another in a series on the world's religions
Lead Faculty: Robert Stockman
Faculty: Bill Collins, Daniel Gebhardt
Duration of course: Seven weeks (June 25 - August 19, 2017)
The Baha'i Faith: A
Comprehensive
Introduction offers a
thorough and systematic
study of the Baha'i religion.
We will start with a review
of the vastness of the Baha'i
Faith's authoritative texts,
which sets it apart from
other religions. In
subsequent units we will
examine the fundamental concept of unity and its implications for
creating community, reforming the world, and reconceptualizing
such subjects as leadership, politics, and conflict; the nature of
God, revelation, Manifestation, humanity, creation, religion, and
the Baha'i Faith's relationship to other faiths; the nature and
spiritual development of human beings and the role of marriage
and family life; and the Baha'i approach to reorganizing the social
life and civilization of the human species. In the historical section
of the course we will examine the development of the Baha'i
community from the time of the Bab (1844) to the present,
considering the development of new Baha'i institutions and the
Faith's focus on several important priorities: diversity, geographical
spread, and empowerment of the membership. The course is
suitable for inquirers wishing a basic overview, new Baha'is
desiring a chance to explore the religion they have accepted, and
veteran Baha'is wishing to refresh and deepen their understanding.
Course Description Fees
Course
Schedule
Register
Financial Aid
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Wilmette Institute, which offers quality online courses on the
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